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Editor’s Note
As the Great Russian writer-philosopher Leo Tolstoy wrote: "The Chinese nation-
ality is the oldest, the greatest and most peace loving nationality in the world."
The traditional friendship between China and Bangladesh by land across the
Himalayas and along the silk routes date back to over 2000 years. Trade relations
across the oceans developed in the 15th Century, when a squadron of the Chinese
fleet of Zheng He, commanded by Hong Bao visited Sonargaon (near Dhaka), the
then capital of Bengal Sultanate.

After formal diplomatic relationship between the two countries, which turned a
brand-new page in the history of China-Bangladesh good relations. In 2010, dur-
ing Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's visit to China, the leaders from the two coun-
tries announced that they have committed to establish a "Closer Comprehensive

Partnership of Cooperation." China has always been a trustworthy friend of Bangladesh. Over the past 41
years, China-Bangladesh relationship has been developing in a healthy and smooth manner. In the interna-
tional community, Bangladesh for its part has to have the best of its capacity maintained in unwavering sup-
port to one-China policy and China's peaceful rise. 

We pay our tributes to the successive governments, respective statesmen and the people of our two coun-
tries, who have progressively strengthened the exemplary relationship and contributed to the enhancement
of China-Bangladesh friendship. 

The Chinese nation has always valued good neighborliness. Keeping its words and promoting harmony
among all nations has always been the guiding principles of China's foreign policy. China sees its neighbor-
hood as the key to its well-being and the foundation of its development and prosperity. China has all along
believed that "the strong should not oppress the weak and the rich should not bully the poor."

Going forward, China-Bangladesh economic ties, mostly dominated by trade, could continue to drive their bilat-
eral relations. In the last-five years, imports from China grew at about 20 percent and exports growth averaged at
40 percent. Another crucial development has been the two nations' security and military relations. China has
become the largest supplier of military hardware to Bangladesh. In fact, Dhaka-Beijing security relations are no
less important than their economic ties.Moreover, we are expecting that the two sides will actively expand
exchanges and cooperation in culture, press, health, sports and tourism and promote contacts between the media
organizations, think tanks, scholars, friendship groups, women's groups, cultural troupes, athletes and youths.

Most humbly, we welcome His Excellency President Xi Jinping for his historical visit to Bangladesh. We wel-
come you as the visionary president of the People's Republic of China.  As a remarkable world leader, as a
historic friend of Bangladesh, your visit here is a crown demonstration of the profound relationship between
our two nations. 

Chinese president Xi Jinping has outlined the vision of the Chinese dream, which is to achieve the great
renewal of the Chinese nation. The steady process of attaining the Chinese dream will not only benefit
China, but also the world at large. As President Xi Jinping pointed out, the Chinese dream of national
renewal is about the pursuit of happiness by every Chinese citizen, and it has much in common with the
dream of the people of Bangladesh, as we are on the way to achieve the goal of becoming a middle income
country by 2021 and a developed country by 2041. 

We are hopeful that Bangladesh and China with joint efforts will be able to develop and maintain practices
and policies that will realise these dreams not only for their own people, but also for the Bay of Bengal lit-
torals to attain commensurate levels of happiness and peaceful growth. 
Long Live Bangladesh-China Friendship.

Nasim Mahmmud
Chief Editor
Rising Asia Magazine (RAM)
Bangladesh.
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I am delighted to know that a special issue of the Rising Asia magazine
is coming on the occasion of the state visit to Bangladesh by H.E. Xi
Jinping, President of the People's Republic of China. I am told that
many well-known scholars, journalists, former officials and ambassadors
will make their contribution by sharing with us their perception, obser-
vation and understanding of the development of China-Bangladesh rela-
tionship and its significance both in bilateral and regional spectrum. 

Being the Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh, I look very much for-
ward to reading this special issue and getting inspirations from wisdom,
expectation and suggestions of the writers to better execute my duty and
bring our relations even closer.

China-Bangladesh relationship dates back to 4th century BC when the two peoples started interac-
tion along the silk road. The legendary Chinese monks like Fa Xian, Xuan Zang, Yi Jing and the
great Bengali Buddhist Atisha Dipanka were recognized as the most influential historical figures in
the friendly relations. 

Today, China-Bangladesh relationship is progressing from strength to strength, thanks to the over-
whelming passion and support from the two peoples. China is a time-tested partner of Bangladesh.
The "Belt & Road" initiative by H.E. Xi Jinping, President of the People's Republic of China, syn-
ergizing with the development plan of Bangladesh, will create abundant opportunities as our
economies are highly complementary to each other. 

China Dream and Sonar Bangla Dream are parallel. As developing countries, we share the same
desire for a better future for our peoples. "If two people are of the same mind, their strength can cut
through metal." This old Chinese saying shows the power of cooperation and concerted efforts. It
gives me all the reason to have higher expectations of our friendly bilateral relations in future. 

My best wishes to the Rising Asia and its readers. 

(Ma Mingqiang)
Ambassador of China 



THE PARADIGM OF CHINESE REFORMS

Muhammad Zamir

Beset by civil unrest, major famines, military defeats and foreign occupation in the 19th and
the early 20th centuries, China emerged as a regional socialist power after Mao Zedong’s vic-
tory in 1949. The continuous progress of China on the world stage has since been watched
with great admiration.

Mao’s successor, Deng Xiaoping and the subsequent leadership after 1978 shifted their
focus towards a more market oriented economic development process. This released the cre-
ative energy of the Chinese people and by the year 2000 their national output had quadru-
pled. Since then, for much of its population, living standards have improved dramatically
because of advances in different sectors including information technology. This synergy has
found expression in the phrase ‘Chinese Dream’. It has enhanced China’s global outreach
and participation in international organizations.

Internal reforms have also contributed to China achieving its major economic status. They include phasing out of col-
lectivized agriculture, gradual liberalization of prices, fiscal decentralization, increased autonomy for state enterprises,
creation of a diversified banking system, development of the stock market paradigm, rapid growth of the private sector
and opening up to foreign trade and investment. All these measures enabled China (on a PPP basis that adjusts for price
differences) to become by 2012 the second largest economy in the world after the United States, having overtaken Japan.
China is also second to the USA in the value of services it produces.

This rapid economic expansion has however also resulted in unwanted challenges- deterioration in the environment,
notably air pollution, soil erosion and the steady fall of the water table, especially in the northern regions of the coun-
try. These factors have combined to create uncertain conditions which have led to loss of critically important arable land
(in a country with such a large population) because of erosion and rapid economic development. China, because of man-
ufacturing necessity has also ended up becoming the largest importer of fossil fuel- oil, coal and natural gas. These adverse
consequences have now persuaded the Chinese authorities to seek additional energy production capacity from sources
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Top Chinese leaders Xi Jinping (C), Li Keqiang (3rd R), Zhang Dejiang (3th L), Yu Zhengsheng (2nd R), Liu Yunshan (2nd L), Wang Qishan (1st R),
Zhang Gaoli (1st L) attend the third Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central Committee in Beijing, capital of China, Nov. 12, 2013. 

The session lasted from Nov. 9 to 12. (Xinhua/Lan Hongguang)  



other than fossil fuel, focusing more on nuclear and alternative energy development by using renewable energy.

China’s latest once-in-a-decade leadership change took place recently through the election of Mr. Xi Jinping and Mr. Li
Keqiang being elected by the Chinese National People’s Congress as the President and Premier of that country. This
new team appears to have taken the common decision to implement a broad-ranging administrative re-structuring plan
to forestall any possibility of China sliding down the greased pole of economic progress.

The Chinese measures are principally directed towards reducing loss and diverting savings to more productive areas.
Effort is also being made to ensure that anticipated reforms do not suffer because of bureaucratic tangles. The Chinese
President has made it clear that the government aims to cut, reduce and simplify the process of review and approval of
investment projects to minimize the possibility of inconvenience and high costs involved when enterprises and individ-
uals try to obtain the required services necessary for their entrepreneurial efforts. Another important feature has been
the decision to decentralize effectively and to increase funding for local government units.

It is being hoped that successful realization of these factors will facilitate the Chinese people to achieve their ‘Dream’.
Efforts are also underway to create the necessary administrative structure that will deal with the fallout of any social
instability that may arise because of the exercise. The Chinese leadership believes that if their plan can be implement-
ed, it will also help struggling 200 million Chinese migrant workers to integrate into urban China and stop the widen-
ing gap between the rich and the poor.

President Xi Jinping’s coming into office after Hu Jintao has been described symbolically as assumption of power by
the "Fifth Generation" of leaders in China who spent their formative years during the Cultural Revolution. Xi's past
leadership experience in running Fujian, Zhejiang, and Shanghai, three economically-advanced regions was particular-
ly stressed earlier as being associated with his choice. The Chinese media pointed out that this prepared him ‘for pur-
suing policies to promote the development of the private sector, foreign investment and trade, and the liberalization of
China's financial system’.

It is generally agreed that by 2023, China will be nearing the U.S. as the world's number one economy. This is believed
to be inevitable despite the prospect of its hyper-fast growth rate over the last 10 years declining slightly in the near future
and China moving from an export and investment led economy to one based on domestic consumer-based growth. This
evolving dynamics has however also drawn attention to the growing specter of inequality and income divide. A recent
study carried out by Southwestern University of Finance and Economics in China has observed that China's top 10% of
households surveyed have 57% of the country's total income and 85% of total assets. The new Chinese leadership knows
that they have to address this social issue carefully and initiate required pragmatic reforms urgently. An effective approach
to reduce this growing inequality will most certainly require, according to Professor Gan Li ‘the shifting of government
spending priorities away from massive infrastructure development to social welfare investment’.

Xi Jinping after his assumption of Office correctly highlighted that his target would be to ‘deliver a better life’ for the
Chinese people. In this context he also promised to ‘further unleash and develop social productive forces’ and ‘con-
front the severe challenge of graft and corruption ’within ‘the Party members and cadres…out of touch from the gen-
eral public’. In this regard one however needs to refer to recent steps taken by Chinese authorities to actively take a
hard line against bribery and corruption. Since 6 February, 2013, the Provisions of the Supreme People’s
Procuratorate on Bribery Case File Inquiries have become effective. This has improved China’s file-inquiry system
within the paradigm of identifying bribery and its compliance with accepted anti-corruption laws. This is also facili-
tating investigation and enforcement action.

In this quest for better and equitable economic development, the Chinese leadership will also need to find a com-
promise formula regarding China's cumbersome state-owned banks that pose a huge bottleneck in its economic
growth. In addition, the leadership also has to address issues related to government monopolies in sectors like oil,
telecommunications and industrial state-owned companies which are generally in debt. Consequently it is clear that
Xi Jinping will have to negotiate between competing interests if he hopes to engineer ambitious reforms within the
country's state-owned assets.

The Chinese government think tanks have drawn up a "383 Plan", which aims to transform the Chinese economy by
2020. This Plan is attempting to implement a trio of reforms to open up the market, transform government, and reform
enterprises to boost innovation. The eight key areas that the Plan is especially addressing include: cutting administra-
tive approvals, promoting competition, land reform, opening up banking including the liberalization of interest rates
and the exchange rate, reforming the fiscal system including setting up basic social security, reforming state-owned enter-
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prises, promoting innovation including green technology and opening up the services sector. The Planners are hoping
that these measures will help to lower market barriers, attract investors and boost competition, set up a basic social secu-
rity package and allow collectively-owned land to be traded. These are complex tasks but if carried out successfully, it
will help China to grow in a more sustainable and stable fashion.

It is also clear that the new Chinese leadership is not only seeking to reduce Chinese reliance on the world market but
also giving greater priority towards stimulating domestic demand and raising energy efficiency. Good ideas, but analysts
believe that due to rapid urbanization, China will need also to rely on access to more advanced technology from the
West to raise energy efficiency. Consequently, this will mean greater technology participation in the fields of energy,
construction, environmental protection, transportation, services, urban planning, etc. The whole game can then
become more of a win-win situation.  

China’s latest round of comprehensive reforms in the political, economic, cultural, social and environmental areas will,
I believe, be a way forward in its quest for self-improvement and will also help to reduce gaps between urban and rural
areas and between the central and western and eastern regions within China. It will also increase transparency and help
China to achieve its dream of future development. It will also facilitate, as Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi has noted-
“healthy development of economic globalization and economic policy coordination among different countries”.

We in Bangladesh need to learn from this dynamics. --------------- 

Muhammad Zamir, a former Ambassador, is an analyst specialized in foreign affairs, right to information and good governance.
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China-Bangladesh Relations: Forging a broad-based partnership 
based on mutual trust and mutual benefit

Farooq Sobhan

Since Bangladesh gained its independence in 1971, it has followed Bangabondhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’s principle of friendship towards all, malice towards none in dictating its
foreign policy. Since the establishment of diplomatic ties 41 years ago, Bangladesh and
China have had excellent ties, and embarked on a relationship of shared mutual coopera-
tion in the economic, military, technological and cultural fields.  Both countries also share
the same outlook on a number of important international and regional issues. 

During the 41-year period, there have been state visits by senior officials from both coun-
tries. This is a clear sign that Bangladesh gives a lot of importance to its relations with
China, and vice versa.

During my tenure as the Bangladesh Ambassador to China from August 1987 to October
1991, I witnessed the early years of China’s   rapid economic growth.  This growth was evident from my travels around
China in places like Shanghai, Tianjin, Guanzhou, Qingdao, Nanjing, Dalian, Kunming, Chengdu, Chongking,
Wuhan, Xiamen and many other cities all across the country.  During this period I witnessed the surge in tourism with
countless new hotels being opened across the country and a large number of the worlds leading companies establish-
ing offices in Beijing and other parts of China.  Since my departure from China 25 years ago, I have had the opportu-
nity to visit China 15 times.  The transformation even within a space of one year has been quite extraordinary.  No
other country has come close to this type of rapid economic development.   

Economic Cooperation

For Bangladesh, economic ties with China are of great significance. The bilateral trade and economic relations between
the two countries have strengthened enormously over the years. China is now the largest trading partner of Bangladesh.
For China, Bangladesh is its third biggest trading partner in South Asia.   However, we believe that there is scope for
Bangladesh to increase its exports to China to address the large trade imbalance which favours China. In 2014, bilater-
al trade between the two countries had increased to over $12 billion. 

In March 2010, during the official visit of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to China, both countries agreed to establish
a "Closer Comprehensive Partnership of Cooperation" from the strategic perspective and on the basis of the principles
of longstanding friendship, equality, and mutual benefit. Agreements on co-operation in the areas of oil, gas, minerals
and agriculture were signed.  

As Bangladesh continues to develop its infrastructure, China has become an important partner in this venture. As a
result, during Prime Minister Hasina’s visit, both countries signed three major agreements and a MOU under which
the Chinese Government would assist Bangladesh in infrastructure development projects. Also, during the Prime
Minister’s visit, the Chinese government agreed to provide grants for seven major projects, including the construction
of road and rail infrastructure connecting Chittagong with Kunming through Myanmar, construction of the 8th
Bangladesh-China friendship bridge and support for the construction of the Chinese Exhibition Centre. 

It is in the areas of trade and investment that China’s relations with Bangladesh can truly flourish.  For instance, the
construction of a road from Chittagong to Kunming will also cut though Myanmar, thereby benefiting the economies
of all three countries.  

There is also scope for increasing investment ties with China, as the Bangladesh government is making greater efforts
to attract greater amounts of foreign direct investment from countries like China.  Since the Awami League-led govern-
ment assumed power following the December 2008 elections, there has been a marked improvement in business rela-
tions between the two countries.  There is promise of yet further investment from the Chinese side, while the govern-
ment has offered to set up a special economic zone for China. 
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Recent Developments 

In June 2010, at the invitation of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the then Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping, who is
now the President of China, paid an official visit to Bangladesh. President Xi and Prime Minister Hasina held discus-
sions on boosting bilateral ties based on agreement on a four-point proposal. The proposals included maintaining fre-
quent high-level exchanges, expanding economic cooperation, exploring more fields for cooperation and strengthening
cultural exchanges.

From July 1st 2010, China allowed duty free access to 4,721 Bangladeshi products to its markets.  This important ini-
tiative in due course of time will help Bangladesh reduce its large trade imbalance with China.

With the aim of opening up new areas of economic cooperation, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited China from
June 6 to 11, 2014 where she had very constructive discussions with Chinese leaders on various bilateral, regional and
international issues. During the visit, both countries signed six instruments for execution of different projects and agree-
ment was reached under which China will support five more projects in Bangladesh at a total cost of US$5 billion.

In 2014, the Bangladesh government awarded China a US$1.55 billion contract to build the Padma Bridge. Work on
this key project is progressing well and is expected to be completed in 2018.

In a further deepening of ties with Bangladesh, in February 2015, the Chinese government agreed to finance 10 large
infrastructure projects estimated to cost over $ 8.5 billion. China has more than 100 companies that are doing business
in Bangladesh in garments, textiles, jute and general manufacturing. China has sought land from the government for
a special economic zone for Chinese companies.

In August 2016, China Railway Group, one of the world’s largest construction companies, was awarded a US$3.1 bil-
lion project to build a rail network in Bangladesh connecting the capital, Dhaka, to Jessore in southwestern
Bangladesh. The four lane Dhaka-Chittagong highway built by a Chinese company is another landmark project.
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Chinese companies have also been actively involved in the power, textile, water treatment and telecom sectors. One
of the most important projects in the pipeline is the tunnel under the Karnaphuli river in Chittagong. Chinese com-
panies are also expected to build two four lane elevated expressways, which should play an important part in overcom-
ing traffic congestion in the country.

Military and Defence Cooperation

Bangladesh and China have over the last four decades also developed strong military and defence cooperation. China
has provided training to Bangladesh's armed forces and members of both armed forces have undertaken courses in each
other’s defense colleges. 

Over the years, there have been regular high-level bilateral visits of military officials from both sides. Most recently,
Bangladesh Navy chief Admiral Nizamuddin Ahmed visited China to officiate at a ceremony for the construction of
two Corvette warships. Further high level visits are expected to take place during the coming months.

One Belt One Road Policy

In 2013 China's leader President Xi Jinping unveiled the strategic international development strategy and framework
known as the One Belt One Road Policy (OBOR). China aims to increase its cooperation with other states in Eurasia,
Africa and South and Southeast Asia creating a global ‘network of infrastructure partnerships’.

The OBOR has been described as China’s ‘Marshall Plan’. This grand vision cleverly reflects the history of the old Silk
Road trade routes to shape a vision for China’s 21st century and beyond. With ‘one eye in the past and one eye in the
future’ China aims to bring economic success to more than 60 states, comprising 60% of the world’s population and
46% of the world’s GDP. As one of the world’s largest economies and the number one trading partner for 120 coun-
tries, China holds almost unprecedented power and responsibility. 

Bangladesh is fully supportive of OBOR and believes that the OBOR policy has the potential to be a game changer for
the global market. It has the opportunity to create opportunities and increase the prosperity of not only developing
nations but developed nations.

Bangladesh has been a strong supporter of BCIM economic corridor linking China, Myanmar, Bangladesh and India
together. This initiative which was earlier known as the Kunming initiative it is hoped will produce some tangible results
in the coming years. Bangladesh has also actively participated in an initiative launched by China last year: The Trans
Himalayan Development Forum. 

Conclusion

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations over 40 years ago, Sino-Bangladesh relations have expanded significant-
ly to cover a wide range of subjects. Whilst defence and economic co-operation remain the two principal pillars of coop-
eration, there is a need to expand this cooperation in other areas. Bangladesh needs to attract Chinese investments in
to Bangladesh and also improve connectivity between China and Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh has continually demonstrated its interest to maintain close and friendly relations with China, and as far as
possible to partake in the ever expanding political, economic and defence relations between the two friendly nations.
In addition, with President Xi Jinping’s scheduled visit to Dhaka, the bilateral relations will be further enhanced
between the two time-tested friends. Thus ties between the two friendly nations will undoubtedly continue to grow, and
do so for many more decades to come.

Farooq Sobhan, President, Bangladesh Enterprise Institute.
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A REMINISCENCE

Ode to PLA of China

Lt. Gen. M. Mahbubur Rahman (Retd)

On first of August this year, People’s Liberation Army (PLA) of
China celebrates its 89th Founding Anniversary. PLA indeed has
come a long way in its arduous struggle and challenging journey
since it took its bloody birth in the armed uprising led by Zhou
Enlai in Nanchang, the capital city of Jiangxi province on 1st
August 1927. The glorious history of PLA is a long saga of a pro-
tracted war of the Chinese Army against imperialist and reac-
tionary forces. PLA went through a long revolutionary process. It
started as Red Army, took different names at different times and
situations and different theatres of operations namely New Fourth Route Army, Eighth
Route Army and finally all transformed to People’s Liberation Army.

This great revolutionary Army in the course of its guerilla warfare, undertook the epic Long March unprecedented in
the world military history covering a distance of twenty-five thousand Ii i.e. 12,500 kilometers continuing for a period
more than 2 years, from October 1934 to October 1936. The Red Army fought protracted guerrilla battles over a vast
area about half of whole China from South to North, from East to West, from Jinggang Shan mountains to the plains
of Yenan, crossing the deep primary jungles, endless marshes and swamps, narrow valleys, steep gorges and snow capped
rocky mountains, fighting all through. About Long March Mao Zedong wrote a classic poem which is worth quoting.

“The Red Army fears not the trials of the March,

Holding light ten thousand crags and torrents.

The Five Ridges wind like gentle ripples

And the majestic Wumeng roll by, globules of clay.

Warm the steep cliffs lapped by the waters of Golden Sand,

Cold the iron chains spanning the Tatu River.

Minshan’s thousand Ii of snow joyously crossed,

The three Armies march on, each face glowing.”

This great Army was led by great commanders like Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Zhu De, Chen Yi, Peng Dehuai, Nie
Rongzhen, Ye Jianying, Liu Bochen, Shu Xiangqian, Ho Long and many others. It fought against Japanese aggression
and Chiang Kaishek’s reactionary forces, came out victorious and liberated the country. Post liberation this great Army
continuously pursued highest combat excellence, struggled to consolidate the country’s independence and sovereignty
and always remained a bulwark of national defense as an invincible fighting machine.

PLA, true to its name always maintained its basic peoples’ army character. It always bore in mind what Mao Zedong
taught, “army is more like a fish and people are like the water in a river.” This has been the ethos of PLA and the essence
of China’s civil military relationship. PLA never was isolated from the broad masses and always remained deeply
involved in all national developments and socioeconomic activities. It played a dominant role in national reconstruc-
tion and infrastructure building and combating natural disasters, like floods, cyclones, tornadoes, draughts and earth-
quakes. PLA never forgot Mao Zedong’s words, “without people army, people have nothing.” PLA always enjoyed the
utmost trust, confidence, love and respect of the people of China. It is an all pervasive force with multidimensional
characters. It is a fighting force par excellence with highest combat capability and readiness. It is a productive force
beyond comparison and a workforce, the colossus of which the world has not seen before. 

I recall, I had the opportunity to live in a PLA unit in a garrison very near to Beijing for a month in mid 1977. It was a
part of the study curriculum, during my study in Beijing Modern Languages Institute (now university). President Ziaur
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Rahman, the visionary leader of Bangladesh, who
believed in strong Sino-Bangla relation, sent me to
China to study Chinese language for my future
employment as military attaché in the embassy. In my
outdoor study (kai men ban xue) I was sent to a PLA
unit, I lived in the military barracks along with the
PLA junior commanders. There was no rank system in
PLA at that time and officers were called commanders
and soldiers, the fighters. I wore their uniform, ate,
worked, played and slept with them like them. 

I was introduced with the great master military strate-
gist of ancient China, Sun Tzu’s epic work Art of War
and was given many tactical combat lessons. I was
taken to the firing range to learn the skills of shoot-
ing. I found PLA soldiers were most accurate on to their targets and never missed any shot. The PLA unit, I lived was
fully self-sufficient to cater its logistic needs. It had its own uniform and shoe making factory, it had it’s own agricultur-
al fields to grow grains and vegetables, own farm yards to raise cattle and get meat and dairy products. The unit was
even running a medicine factory to produce medicine for local use and surplus to be sold outside.

I recall, in my language class text book there were many easy reading short stories. I read stories of Baiquen Daifu (Dr.
Norman Bethune), how the Canadian doctor travelled thousands of miles from Canada to help the Red Army in its fights
against Chiang Kaishek’s reactionary forces, how the Canadian doctor participated in the Long March and selflessly ren-
dered his service in treating wounded soldiers, saving their lives, many a time giving his own blood as he was of blood
group ‘O’ positive, the blood group of universal donors. My text book also contained stories of Lei Peng, the great soldier
of PLA, who dedicated his life for the service of poor people and was always available to rush in their crises and difficul-
ties. The motto of PLA, he believed, was wei renmin fuwu, serve the people. Many such moving stories and their valuable
lessons and my intimate stay with PLA commanders and soldiers enriched and helped me to know and understand them
very closely. They all left a deep impression and influenced me in my life and I still treasure them, dearly cherish them.

I went to China for study at a very significant period of her history. It was a time when the conspiring clique, the Gang
of Four (Jiang Qing, Zhang Chunqiao, Wang Hongwen, Yao Wenyuan) had the total fall and the so called Great
Cultural Revolution which caused untold sufferings to the people and the masses and brought chaos and disorder in
the society had met its ultimate demise. I saw the grand jubilation of Chinese people. I saw their joys, happiness and
ecstasies which were so spontaneous. I observed a deluge of flowing masses in the streets. Everybody, men, women and
children, old and young was thronging in the streets, carrying big character written large banners, beating drums, blow-
ing trumpets, ringing bells and giving full throated slogans. I never saw such a scene of human outbursts of emotions
in my life. I along with all the students, teachers and staff of the Language Institute most joyfully joined the celebra-
tion. I carried a big bell made of bronze in my hand which I was ringing all the time. As we walked past the streets and
reached Tiananmen Square where already a million strong crowd assembled. For several days the jubilation continued
and I participated in all the rallies shouting slogans, dadao si ren bang (down with Gang of Four), dadao wen hua da
geming (down with cultural revolution).

Now as I reminisce my good old days in China in my leisure hours at my home in Dhaka, strange spells of emotions
do strike me, I feel nostalgic. It makes me immensely proud. China, I always considered my second home, I lived there
in the 1970s and 1980s for more than half a decade. About 40 years ago when I lived in China, she made a tiny foot-
print in global economy and political and military power. Today as I see China, I am totally amazed. What a wonder
China has done! China today has emerged as a most vibrant and strong nation already occupying the center stage of
world economy and power. China’s phenomenal rise within shortest possible time (only four decades or so) is a mira-
cle story. And miracle is a myth. It never happens. But miracles did happen in China. It happened because of coun-
try’s correct leadership, pragmatic policies, national unity and solidarity, peace and harmony. The unifying factor and
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the stabilizing core element has been always PLA, the libera-
tor, the redeemer, the most patriotic, dedicated, loyal and
trusted.

I recall, I was invited to China by PLA in 1996 when I was the
Chief of Army staff. General Fu Quanyou, was the Chief of
General Staff, PLA and General Chi Haotian the Defense
Minister. I knew both of them personally very well. I was look-
ing forward to this visit very earnestly.

Bangladesh Armed Forces received almost their entire military
hardware from PLA. Our Armed Forces were built from the
scratches by PLA’s support and assistance. I, as the first mili-
tary attaché to China in the 1980s, am a witness, how PLA
most generously supported to raise our Army, Navy and Air
Force and strengthened our defense capability as we posses
today. The services that PLA rendered in equipping, arming
and training of our total armed forces are immeasurable. That

indeed is a yeoman’s service rendered. During my meetings with CGS and the Defense Minister, I was loud in express-
ing my thanks and gratitude and I sought their unabated continuity with multiple returns. During that visit I also had
the honored privilege to meet His Excellency Jiang Zemin, the Hon’ble President of China and Chairman of the Central
Military Commission, the highest military organ of the country. I recall, President Jiang said, “China has changed a lot.
It is not the same China which you saw when you lived here in the 1970s and 1980s. It is a changed China, developed
China and it is a new generation, a new leadership. The world is changing. I heard Dhaka skyline has also changed. But
in all these changes one thing has not changed and it will never change and that is our relationship with Bangladesh, our
policy for Bangladesh.” He continued, “I assure you General, China is your friend and will ever remain a friend.
Whatever may be the situation and time, she will be always beside you. The relationship between China and Bangladesh
is a relationship only of friendship, friendship and friendship and nothing but friendship.” His words still ring in my ear.
I treasure them. I believe this epitomizes our two militaries and two countries true relationship.

Lt. General M. Mahbubur Rahman (Retd) is a former Chief of Staff, Bangladesh Army.
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Arduous Journey
China's ruling party leads the nation toward prosperity

Kerry Brown

A grand gathering celebrating the 95th anniversary of the founding of the Communist Party of China (CPC) is held at
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on July 1(XINHUA)

The Communist Party of China (CPC) was founded in Shanghai in 1921. Its first congress, held in July that year, last-
ed for nine days. Thirteen people attended, one of whom was a Russian advisor, and the other a Dutch International
Communist movement activist. After seven days, the meeting was disrupted by French Concession police. It had to be
reconvened in a barge in neighbouring Zhejiang Province.

The Party at that time had only a few dozen members. Ninety-five years on, it has almost 90 million. It is the ruling
party in a country which has the world's second largest economy. This is one of the most remarkable histories of any
major political movement of the modern era. And yet, even in the second decade of the 20th century, the precise
nature, role and function of the CPC often confuses outside observers.

Part of that confusion is simply from the word "party." In Western multi-party democracies, political parties occupy parts
of the spectrum from the left (broadly more government involvement in economic and social affairs) to the right (less
state involvement). The CPC within itself occupies all of this territory. It offers a home for a huge diversity of opinion.
In that sense, conceptualizing it for Western political theorists, commentators, politicians and analysts is challenging.
It sometimes looks more like a social movement, or a knowledge community, or a cultural movement. In some ways, it
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is all of these things. The ways in which it functions, the principles on which it operates, and how it relates to other
parts of Chinese society has particularities that are often hard to convey in an easy to understand way for outsiders
because of our lack of an adequate language by which to capture what precisely the CPC is.

What is more easily understood is the ways in which the CPC has presided over one of the greatest phases of wealth
creation the world has ever known. This is the achievement it is most recognized for internationally. In 1949, China
was emerging from a period of devastating international and then civil war. Between 1937 and 1945 as many as 20 mil-
lion Chinese people perished and 50 million were left homeless. From 1946 to 1949 Civil War with the Nationalists
led to even more destruction and instability. But in 1949, the CPC emerged victorious.

It was faced with a country where the average life expectancy was 32 years of age for men, and where much of the rail-
way and road infrastructure that had existed prior to the Second World War had been damaged or destroyed. China
prior to 1949 was a country where 90 percent of its inhabitants lived outside cities, some in great poverty in rural areas,
where running water and electricity were rarities. From 1949, the CPC started the epic challenge of reconstructing the
country's physical and human capital.

Nearly seven decades later, by 2016, China has an average life expectancy for men and women well into the mid-70s.
Adult literacy is over 97 percent. Rules introduced in the last two decades mean that all children are required to attend
school till the ages of 15, with many tens of millions now graduated from Chinese universities. Over 1 million Chinese
have been educated abroad since 1979. China has the world's most extensive network of high speed rail, and is well on
the way to constructing a national motorway system, even into more remote western provinces. Over 50 percent of
Chinese live in cities.

The CPC is recognized for its achievements under Reform and Opening Up since 1978 in putting in place a policy
infrastructure which has supported even more rapid improvements in development. The World Bank, for instance, has
acknowledged that over the last three decades as many as 400 million people have been lifted out of poverty. Compared
to India, a country of similar geographical size, population and developmental status in the 1940s, China ranks far high-
er in the education, literacy levels and health of women, and in general poverty alleviation. Under Reform and Opening
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Up China has been able to feed its population. Fears in the early 1990s by researchers like Lester Brown that China
would face a food shortage through lack of grain proved unfounded. The diet of the average Chinese now is as varied
as that of a European or American.

For all the achievements, the CPC faces challenges in the next decade as it enters its second century in existence. Many
of these are the results of rapid industrialization and development. The first is the fact that the Chinese environment
has been put under enormous strain, with major air quality and water quality issues. The solution to these has proved
elusive. New technology, use of renewable energy sources and rising energy efficiency has been supported under the
12th and 13th Five Year Programmes. The Chinese Government has also supported international accords from the
Paris conference convention in late 2015 to an accord sign with the United States a year earlier.

A second side effect of rapid development over the last four decades has been its impact on Chinese society. Inequality
is a far larger problem now than it was before 1978. According to the Gini coefficient, an internationally accepted meas-
ure of inequality, in 1984 China enjoyed a relatively high level of equality. Since then, the measure has shown rising
disparities between the wealthy and the poor. Differences in wealth levels have opened up between the Chinese coastal
and interior regions, and between cities and rural areas. Government policy has focused on these, with the lifting of tax
burdens for Chinese farmers in the 2000s, and the creation of a national social security system for healthcare in the last
few years. Even so, addressing imbalances between different groups remains an important priority.

The third issue is the external dimension. China has travelled in the last seven decades from being a country with a
small economy to one which is now of global importance. This has brought with it diplomatic prominence. People
outside China take heed of it and watch its behaviour as never before. Chinese leaders are global leaders, and their
decisions and actions, even on the most domestic of issues, have global impact, because of this importance that
China now has. Communicating China's message to the outside world is crucial, so that misunderstandings don't
occur. China's views on issues from the Middle East, to the crisis in Europe, to problems in Latin America or else-
where, are important. The dangers of the outside world misinterpreting China's ambitions or behaviour are very real.
Ideas about the role that China wants to play in the world, through initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative are
going to become more important.

Finally, there is the search for a new kind of economic model. Since 1978, under the CPC and through the ideas of the
leadership around Deng Xiaoping, a hybrid model was developed, taking methods and processes from industrialized
and developed nations like the United States and Japan, and adapting them for use in China. An export orientated,
manufacturing model was created which served as the engine of GDP growth at double digit levels for most of the peri-
od up to 2010. China is now entering a period of economic transition. GDP has inevitably slowed down (it would be
impossible for any economy to continue growing so fast). Chinese policy makers are very aware of the middle income
trap, where wage rises for workers in manufacturing make that sector uncompetitive, but services and other sectors have
yet to fill the gap left. China is now increasing the role of the services sector in a mixed economy where new sources of
domestic growth can appear. This forms the main plank of the journey toward fulfilling the first centennial goal by 2012
when the CPC celebrates its hundredth year in existence and hopes to preside by then over a middle income country.

As in other areas, the distinguishing feature of the Chinese model is scale and speed. A transition like this to middle
income status is one that many developed economies have gone through, but none on such a scale and at such a speed
as China. Therefore the issue of achieving this transition sustainably, and with stability, is key. The function of the CPC
as the entity that gives strategic direction to this process and provided the overarching political narrative is critically
important. This is one of the most important things that the outside world needs to understand therefore about the
role of the CPC in 21st century China, and what its precise function and objectives are.

Kerry Brown is an op-ed contributor to Beijing Review and director of the Lau China Institute, King's College, London
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BANGLADESH’S UMBILICAL TIES WITH CHINA

Ashfaqur Rahman

Very few peoples and regions in the world can boast of historical ties as between the people
of China and those who inhabited the present Bangladesh. History records that these ties
go back almost 2400 years. 

From ancient times, three Silk Roads connected China and the Indian sub continent. The
first was the Northern Silk Road. It connected the central region of China, passed through
India and on to Europe. The second was the southern Silk Road. It operated since 4th cen-
tury B.C. immediately before the Chinese Qin dynasty. The last was the Maritime Silk Road
which operated in the oceans to the south of China and India. The Chinese people in
ancient times travelled the maritime route to reach India too. 

But it was the Southern Silk Road which connected China with present day Bangladesh. It
was first mentioned on the occasion of Zhang Qians visit to Bactria (North Afghanistan) by a Chinese historian of west-
ern Han dynasty. Thus the southern Silk Road connected China with present day Bangladesh via Myanmar. It was
mainly used in the ancient time by people who lived along the borders of China, Myanmar and present Bangladesh.
The Southern Silk Route was China’s main access to India. This road which passed through the mountains of south
China reached ‘Pundravardhana’ – a kingdom along the banks of Bahmaputra River. According to the geography book
written in the Tang dynasty (and edited around 1044) it is understood to be located near present day Rangpur or Pabna
in Bangladesh. This southern Silk Road helped the people to develop cultural and business connections among the
people of China, Myanmar, Bangladesh and India. 

It is curious to note what was transported and traded through this crucial route. It is known that parts of Sichuan and
Yunnan provinces produced silk. This product was liked by the princes and dignitaries in Bengal and India. Ancient
Persia also consumed silk items. Later tea and Chinese sesame came through to various part of this region. The Chinese
were experienced in producing ironware. They smelted iron into such products and sent through to Bengal. It was sent
to other parts of India, Iran and even was sent to ancient Rome. But remember, Chinese products were not a one way
flow. From Bengal and other parts of India went sugarcane, eggplans and other agricultural items to Yunnan and
Sichuan in China. Rice was another major product traded between the two regions.

Ethnic people also walked
along the Southern Silk
Route in China. They came
and mainly settled in parts
on what is now Bangladesh.
Thus in Chittagong Hill
tracts, India north east states
tribal people emigrated from
Chinese region to settle in
these places.

But what was most striking
was the movement of
Buddhism from parts of
Northern India like Bihar
and parts of Bengal to
China. With the religion
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went the knowledge of astronomy, mathemat-
ics, and sculptures to China. Slowly and grad-
ually Buddhism replaced traditional practices
in China. A rich tapestry of Chinese culture
and philosophy mixed with Buddhism and
become the Chinese way of life in later cen-
turies. It is said that even the practice of self
defense without arms was tried by Buddhist
priests who went from India to China as they
were not allowed in ancient China to use arms
to protect themselves. So they became adept in
self defense. From there, the Chinese people
picked up the style and techniques, improved
upon them not only for sports but self defend.
So the southern Silk Road was an ethnic and
religious passage for these two populations.

Curiously enough, there were Chinese travellers over the centuries to chronicle these mutual developments. They came
to ancient Bangladesh too. They sat with our Buddhist sages, recorded their thoughts, religious practices, philosophies
and opinions about the future. These travellers crossed mountain ranges, desolate terrain, endured extreme cold and
heat to learn from them.

One of the earliest Chinese travellers was fa Xian. He was a monk during the fourth century A.D. His Journey to this part of
the world began from Changan in China. He was already 63 years old. He travelled over 20,000 kilometer s and visited many
parts of India. He stayed in the territory of Bangladesh for 2 years. During his stay he visited 30 monasteries in Bangladesh.
His main interest was to learn about Buddhism and to read Buddhist scriptures here. He took copious notes with the aim of
translating them on his return to China. He also wanted to inform his people about Buddhist kingdoms here.

Interestingly Bangladesh was a part of what the Chinese called in those days ‘Western Heaven’. The next monk to trav-
el to India and later to what is now territory of Bangladesh was Xuan Zang. He came to Magadha which was a well
known kingdom in south Bihar. There was the famous Nalanda Buddhist monastery and where he studied under a
famous priest Shila Bhadra for 5 years. He was so impressed with his knowledge that after 5 years Xian Zang followed
Shila Bhadra to the territory of what is now Bangladesh. During his travels inside Bangladesh he found the people very
receptive to education and seekers of knowledge. He brought back to China 657 Buddhist classics from what was known
as ‘The Western Heaven’. He then translated them to Chinese. In fact all these translations became a valuable contri-
bution of Bengal to Chinese knowledge.

The next great Chinese traveller to India as well to the territory of present day Bangladesh was Yi Jing. He came here
in 671 A.D. and for 30 years travelled in India. In this period he visited the territory of Bangladesh once. At the end
he wrote travel books on the region and crafted a basic dictionary of Sanskrit for Chinese monks and mendicants who
intended to travel to this region.

Interestingly, from what is present day Bangladesh and indeed what is Dhaka district, a Bengali monk known as Atish
Dipanker himself travelled to Tibet in China as early as 1038. He was invited by the king of the then Tibet. He walked
to the borders of Tibet passing Nepal. He took Bengali Buddhist disciples with him and stayed in China for 17 years
and died there. Atisha became a sacred monk in Buddhist history.

The chord of friendship and co-operation that bound these two people – Chinese and Bengalis 2400 years back has
been inspiring. The visit of Chinese President  H.E. Xi Jinping will indeed reinforce our mutual bonds further in new
areas too.

Ashfaqur Rahman is a former Bangladesh Ambassador to China.
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Xi Jinping Speaks to Western Returned Scholars Association

Dr. Mahbub Ullah

China is building socialism with Chinese characteristics. In this road to socialism with
Chinese characteristics two major policy thrusts are playing the key role, namely, reforms and
opening up. The questions to be asked: why reforms and why opening up? China is at the
moment the second largest economy in the world. Faster economic growth and accelerated
reduction of poverty has been possible due to reforms and opening up. China has been a vic-
tim of imperialist encirclement, which kept China isolated. China could not take advantages
of gains from trade and technology transfer. Changed geopolitics since 1971 provided China
opportunities for opening up. The policy of opening up took concrete shape with the begin-
ning of reforms in 1978 under the leadership of Deng Xiaoping. Setting up special econom-
ic zones in the coastal areas and allowing foreign private investment provided China oppor-

tunities to learn about advanced technologies and the art of efficient management. In the rural areas introduction of pro-
duction responsibility system gave farmers incentives to grow more output. Under this system farmers were granted free-
dom to sell surplus output in the market. The process of marketization became visible first in the rural areas. All these
apparently capitalist type features created confusion among many genuinely socialist minded persons that China was
abandoning socialism. However, this was not the case. Before revolution China was a semi-feudal and semi-colonial soci-
ety. Transition to socialism in such a country is bound to be complex and lengthy, even peculiar too. China could not
build socialism in one go without having strong foundation of advanced productive forces. Development of productive
forces called for market incentives in many areas. The theoretical premise is that an advanced production relation can-
not be realized on the foundation of backward productive forces. It is quite natural that certain negative features may
appear in the society. As we all know, it was predicted that opening windows would bring flies and mosquitoes. Despite
isolated negative tendencies, the creative development of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong thought in the form of
socialism with Chinese characteristics has elevated China to a new height as it stands now.

China’s opening up policy also includes sending Chinese students to advanced capitalist countries to acquire advanced
knowledge in science, technology and other disciplines. The importance of foreign returned scholars and Chinese overseas
scholars have been highlighted in a speech captioned ‘Right Time to Innovate and Make Dreams Come True’ by Xi Jinping,
President of China. This speech is
contained in a book titled The
Governance of China published by
the Foreign Languages Publishing
Co. Ltd, Beijing. Myself being an
academician I found the speech
very enlightening. Admittedly, the
whole book is a treasure for learn-
ing. The emphasis on innovation
and making dreams come true is
recognition of the imperatives of
development process. Harvard
Professor Solow in his growth
model gave innovation the central
role. Economies tend to stagnate
without innovation due to opera-
tion of the law of diminishing
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returns. The way out is innova-
tion. Xi Jinping keeps on
emphasizing the importance of
innovation for making China
dream true. First, Xi Jinping
expects foreign returned and
overseas scholars to adhere to
patriotism. Second, he hopes
them to study hard. Third, he
hopes them to be more innova-
tive and creative. Fourth, he
hopes them to work for
dynamic exchanges with other
countries. 

Xi Jinping also narrated the
history of the Western
Returned Scholars
Association. He says,
“Founded 100 years ago when

the survival of the nation was at stake, the Western Returned Scholars Association practiced patriotism by organizing its
members to participate in patriotic and democratic movements and join the cause for national salvation and people’s lib-
eration, thus becoming a famous patriotic association for democracy and science at that time. …Since the beginning of
China’s reform and opening up, the Association has energetically carried out the serve the country program,” making
itself a people’s organization dedicated to socialism with Chinese characteristics. In 2003, with approval from the central
authorities, the Association was given an additional name – the Chinese Overseas-educated Scholars Association – with
its scope of operation expanded to cover the entire country and its members spreading all over the world.”

As we read the about the evolution of the Association we see that all foreign educated scholars of China, whether they
are living in the country or abroad, carry importance to the nation. Xi Jinping says, “If you decide to stay abroad we
will support you in serving the country in various ways. All of you should remember that wherever you are you are a
member of the Chinese family; the country and the people back home always care about their sons and daughters, and
your homeland is always a warm spiritual land for you.” There is a lingering concern in the third world countries about
brain drain. But the Chinese leadership has adopted a very pragmatic policy regarding scholars deciding to stay abroad.
In a globalized world scholars can serve their nation even staying abroad, provided they are imbued with the spirit of
patriotism. The Chinese state commits to support them in various ways.

To me the most fascinating part of this speech is Xi Jinping’s emphasis on hard study. He has called upon the foreign
educated scholars to keep the perseverance and diligence in reading as related in stories of Confucius, Sun Jing and Su
Qin, Kuang Heng, Che Yin and Sun Kang. He also emphasizes upon learning from other people’s practical experience.
The name of ancient Chinese scholars and philosophers referred by Xi Jinping were all arduous readers. Among them,
story of one scholar may be mentioned to press home the point about their persistence in reading and study. Sun Jing
of the Han Dynasty (206 BC – 220 AD) loved reading. He tied his hair to a roof beam to prevent himself from falling
asleep when reading. Very few state leaders are found urging upon scholars to read following ancient scholars, who
maintained serious reading habit under difficult circumstances. In our country there is the example of Scholar Dr.
Muhammad Shahidullah who prayed to God to extend his life so that he could read more. Xi Jinping’s speech success-
fully drives home the point that Chinese scholars, irrespective of the fact whether they live in the country or stay abroad
have a great role to play for China’s modernization and fulfilling the China dream. 

Dr. Mahbub Ullah is a former Chairman and Professor of the Department of Development Studies, University of Dhaka.
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Visit of the Chinese President: Seizing the Opportunity

Dr. Mustafizur Rahman

The upcoming visit of the Chinese President H.E. Mr. Xi Jinping has justifiably given rise
to a lot of excitement and expectations in Bangladesh. There are valid reasons for this.

China is the single most important trading partner of Bangladesh – according to trade map
data, in 2015 China’s export to Bangladesh was to the tune of about 13.9 billion USD. Indeed,
over the past years China has gradually replaced India as Bangladesh’s most important
import–sourcing country. Bangladesh’s export-oriented industries depend significantly on
import of cotton, fabrics, equipments, iron and steel from China; Bangladesh’s domestic enter-
prises depend on Chinese machineries; a large part of consumption demand is met from
imports of Chinese consumer goods. Thus, both domestic market-oriented and export-orient-
ed sectors in Bangladesh have come to rely, to a large extent, on Chinese imports. Indeed,
Bangladesh is not alone in this ascendancy of China as a trading partner. China has emerged

as the preeminent trading counterpart of India, with Indian imports from China exceeding 61.6 billion USD in 2015. 

As is known, on the basis of purchasing power parity, China now ranks as the number one economy in the world. Its
imports amount to 1,682 billion USD; Chinese overseas investment was 127.6 billion USD in 2015. Many developing
economies are taking advantage of closer economic ties with China, particularly those in Asia and Africa. Thus, the
critically important factor from the Bangladesh perspective is whether she is being able to benefit by deepening eco-
nomic cooperation with the fast growing Chinese economy, through increasing exports to, and by drawing larger invest-
ment flows from, China. Till now, against the aforesaid import of over 13.9 billion USD, Bangladesh’s export to China
has been only about 804 million USD in 2015. This is only 0.05% of China’s annual import of 1,682 billion USD for
that year. From the Bangladesh perspective, the upcoming visit should be looked at as an opportunity to broaden and
deepen bilateral relationship with China with a view to expand connectivities, most importantly in the areas of trade,
investment, transport and people-to-people movement.

As a least developed country (LDC), Bangladesh is a beneficiary of the duty-free initiative of China in the WTO which
offers duty-free market access to a large number of exports originating from the LDCs. Indeed, China was the first devel-
oping country to respond to the Hong Kong Ministerial Meeting’s decision as regards duty-free market access to be given
for at least 97 per cent of all goods exported by all LDCs (for 8036 items out of 8285 items at 8-digit level). This duty-free
access, however, leaves out a number of items exported from Bangladesh to China. The upcoming visit is an opportunity
to request China, to offer, on a non-
reciprocal basis, duty-free market
access for all goods exported by
Bangladesh to China, under the LDC-
friendly rules of origin (for example,
25 per cent domestic value addition
requirement).

Attracting Chinese investment that
target the Chinese market (as also the
global market) is key to reducing bilat-
eral trade deficit with China, by tak-
ing advantage of the growing import
market of China. However, the major
impediment to expanding
Bangladesh’s export to China is asso-
ciated with supply-side constraints in
Bangladesh. From this view point,
Chinese investment in Bangladesh
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leaves a lot of opportunities to be tapped. In 2015, FDI from China to Bangladesh was worth a mere 70.0 million USD
out of a gross total of 2.7 billion USD (2.6 per cent). FDI flow to the country; if FDI flow from Hong Kong (worth 174.0
million) is added to this, combined flow would account for 10 per cent of the inward FDI flow to Bangladesh in 2015.
Total FDI stock, till 2015, from China and Hong Kong (859.0 million USD) was only 6.6 per cent of Bangladesh’s total
FDI stock of 12.9 billion USD. A large part of Chinese FDI is concentrated in one sector – textiles and weaving (about
two-thirds). There is now an opportunity to stimulate and encourage Chinese investment by attracting Chinese investors
in a big way, particularly in special economic zones (SEZs), of which Bangladesh has already offered a dedicated one to
China. Favourable business environment can also be created to encourage Chinese investment in non-SEZ areas. Long
term agreements can be reached with China, in addition to the ongoing one, in areas of infrastructure-building includ-
ing power generation and transport connectivity to remove some of the key bottlenecks that undermine competitiveness
of production enterprises in Bangladesh. Duty-free offer of India to Bangladesh also creates opportunity for Chinese (as
also Indian) investment in Bangladesh targeting the Indian market. China’s excess supply capacity and the declining com-
petitiveness of some of her sunset industries also open up investment opportunities for Chinese FDI in Bangladesh. As
an LDC, under the WTO decision on Services Waiver, Bangladesh is set to get preferential market access in some seg-
ments of the services market in the developed countries. The decision of the Nairobi WTO Ministerial meeting has
allowed special treatment for pharmaceutical exports from the LDCs such as Bangladesh (DF market access, waiver from
licensing/patenting obligations etc. till 2031). These should create new opportunities for Chinese FDI in Bangladesh.
Such avenues of investment possibilities may be highlighted during the visit of the Chinese President.

The BCIM-Economic Corridor (BCIM-EC) is an important initiative which could open up new opportunities for
Bangladesh, not only through development of economic zones and activities along the corridor, but also by opening up
the large hinterlands of Southern China and North-East India to gateways offered by Bangladeshi ports of Chittagong,
Mongla and Paira (and the proposed deep-sea port in the Bay of Bengal if and when this materialises). Connecting with
the One Belt, One Road (OBOR) initiative through various routes, to ensure seamless transport connectivity with
China, India and Southern Asian region, could enable Bangladesh to translate her comparative advantages into com-
petitive advantages through cost-effective movement of goods, development of value and supply chains. This could help
emergence of Bangladesh as a regional transport hub, creating opportunities for significant export of services. 

Transfer of technology could be yet another opportunity from the view point of deepening Bangladesh-China bilateral
relationship. Bangladesh is now at a stage where she will need to graduate from a ‘factor-driven economy’ to a ‘produc-
tivity-driven’ economy. Here also, China’s support will be welcome. Chinese assistance in revitalising such industries as
jute, as also some others, could help Bangladesh remain competitive in the regional and global markets of these goods. 

Support from the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), established at the initiative of China (of which
Bangladesh is a founding member and is the recipient of AIIB’s very first loan in developing her power sector) could
also be harnessed to mobilise funds towards the much-needed infrastructure development in Bangladesh. A recent
World Bank study shows that, Bangladesh will need more than a hundred billion dollars over the next decade to devel-
op her infrastructure in power, road/rail transport, electricity grid and transmission lines etc. Bangladesh has already
shown keen interest in getting Chinese support for a number of projects including those relating to expansion and mod-
ernisation of Mongla port facilities, extension of underground mining operation at Bara Pukuria, construction of coal-
powered thermal plant, conversion of meter-gauge to broad-gauge track from Akhaura to Sylhet, BPDB’s pre-payment
metering project and construction of marine drive expressway in the southern coastal belt. These projects, worth about
6.0 billion USD, if concluded in terms favourable to Bangladesh, will contribute to Bangladesh’s development. China,
with its huge forex surplus funds and formidable skills and technical knowhow could be a key partner of Bangladesh
in going forward in building the needed infrastructure for the twenty-first century.

It is Bangladesh’s good fortune that she is neighbor to two of the rising global economic powerhouses – China and
India. Deepening economic ties with these two economies should be at the centre of Bangladesh’s strategies in going
forward. Thus, from the Bangladesh perspective, the upcoming visit of the Chinese President ought to be seen as an
opportunity to realise her ambition of graduating from the lower middle-income to the upper middle-income status of
development. Keeping this transformative journey in the purview, Bangladesh should explore all possible avenues to
seize the opportunity offered by the upcoming visit of the Chinese President to Bangladesh. 

Dr. Mustafizur Rahman, Executive Director, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh. 
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Political Economy of Bangladesh- China Relations: 
Current Trends and Future Direction

Prof. Ataur Rahman

Introduction: 

China’s ‘peaceful rise’ as a global power and increasing engagements in its South Asian
neighborhood provide the principal dynamics to Bangladesh-China relations. This paper
treats political and economic relations in single context as they are intertwined and mostly
reflected in high level political visits of two countries where economic promises and com-
mitments form the substance or rhetoric of cooperation. The 40th anniversary of
Bangladesh and China ties witnessed spectacular transformation by 2015. Trade between
the two countries has grown rapidly, making China Bangladesh's largest trading partner,
with the two-way trade accounting more than $12 billion.  Although Chinese investment in
Bangladesh is still low, a number of Bangladesh’s mega projects, including the Padma
Bridge, power stations, highways, roads and tunnels were given to Chinese companies. The

Agreement on ‘Deep Sea Port’ which was supposed to be signed during Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s landmark visit
to China in June 2014 could not materialize. But by all indicators, China is fast becoming the most important partner
of Bangladesh’s development, connectivity and economic progress.  

Political Relations

A remarkable aspect in China- Bangladesh political relations from political economy perspective is that changes in
regimes in both countries did not affect the relations rather they continued to grow from strength to strength.  In fact,
there is a noticeable continuity in China’s relations with Bangladesh over the years. Today Bangladesh under Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina seems to be inclined more towards the ‘East’ envisioning future course more towards China
than the ‘West’. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina undertook the first high-profile five-day official visit to China in March
2009. The much anticipated high level talks between Bangladesh Prime Minster Sheikh Hasina with her Chinese coun-
terpart Wen Jiabao, yielded in a crucial stepping stone in Bangladesh’s  "comprehensive partnership" with Beijing. The
landmark second visit was made in June 2014 that dealt with a spectrum of issues significant for both the countries.
During her stay in China from 6th June to 11th June, the Bangladesh Premier met with several key personnel includ-
ing Premier Li Keqiang, President Xi
Jinping and Chairman of the National
Committee of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC) Yu Zhengsheng. During the
visit, various bilateral issues were dis-
cussed with the Chinese leadership.
Economic issues dominated the agenda,
more specifically the Chinese financial
support for mega infrastructure projects. 

Economic Cooperation

The most powerful dynamic of
Bangladesh–China relations over the past
decades has come from economic ties and
interdependence. China very appropriately
looks at Bangladesh as a trading nation and
a “bridge between South and Southeast
Asia”.  China’s phenomenal rise as the
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world’s second largest economic power is indicated by its huge economy and holding 3 trillion dollars in reserves. Bilateral
trade relations between the two countries were growing steadily. The volume of trade increased almost six-fold in 10 years
reaching to a new height of almost $12 billion in 2014, although trade imbalance is very high in favor of China. The trade
imbalance is a big worry now despite China’s zero tariff treatment to 4762 products. China is keen in relocating its business
and has sought land from the government for a special economic zone for its companies. In fact, a “high wave’ of Chinese
investment in Bangladesh in the next five years in critical areas, like infrastructure, energy development, and manufacturing
will definitely take China-Bangladesh relations to a new trajectory never imagined before. The formidable expansion of Asian
infrastructure projects is a new development that gives increased importance to the Bay of Bengal for China. New ports, air
routes, roads, rail systems and pipelines now traverse Asia from West to the East and making access to the landmass of Eurasia
and Indian Ocean littoral much easier. Bangladesh is an important part of China’s “Belt and Road,” concept through the
overland component – via the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar corridor – and as a port hub for the Maritime Silk Road.
Of course, China is emphasizing specifically on the BCIM initiative in this context for China's connectivity plan.

Strategic – Security Cooperation

The importance of China in Bangladesh security calculus adds a new dimension and exemplifies uniqueness of bilat-
eral cooperation between the two countries. Although the current government in Dhaka led by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was favorably inclined toward India, the regime continued its policy of defense cooperation with China.  The
recent visit of Bangladesh Army Chief to China shows the importance of exchange and cooperation in the security
arena. The Bangladesh Army has been equipped with Chinese tanks, and its Navy has an ambitious plan to acquire  a
number of  frigates, large patrol aircraft,  patrol craft, two landing craft utility (LCU),  hydrographic unit , salvage ves-
sel, missile boats  equip some ships with missiles, and high-value submarines in the next five years.  The rising impor-
tance of the Bay of Bengal in recent years is also linked to growing assertion of India as naval power, and ambitious
modernization of its navy, partly in response to China and partly as a power rising on the world stage. Security relations
in the bay will assume more importance for Bangladesh in the coming years vis-à-vis India, China and the United States
– the triangle which has to be dealt with cautiously.  

Future Direction 

Will Bangladesh be able to engage China in creative and competitive cooperation and sustain a long-term relationship
with this second most powerful country of the world? How will ‘India angle’ affect the relationship? What will be the
role of the United States which many observers feel is already struggling to retain its influence in the region? It is in
this context, Bangladesh’s relations with China, their goals, motivations and future direction are critical. Bangladesh is
currently attracting attention catalyzed by its strategic links, resource endowments and overall geopolitical significance.
The focus is more on bridging infrastructure and broader connectivity gaps created by rapid development and the
increasing volume of goods, services, people, capital flows between economies of the bay region. Despite the power gap
between China and Bangladesh, the two countries have shown clear commitment over the years to building “a positive,
cooperative and comprehensive relationships” that will surely pick up the momentum in the coming years.

Bangladesh’s relations with China over the next decade clearly present a host of opportunities. Never in history has the
Middle Kingdom emerged as an indispensable economic partner to Bangladesh as it stands today.  Many people think
that Bangladesh’s comprehensive economic partnership with China could help Bangladesh become a manufacturing -
trading nation pushing the latter’s growth trajectory at a new height.   Bangladesh’s diplomacy at this stage needs to be
highly creative and anchored on national consensus. At the same time, Bangladesh needs to be careful that its ties with
China should in no way pose any threat to Indian security in the region nor jeopardize relations with the United States
that intends to re-engage and play a more constructive role in Asia. But managing a rising global power requires a clear
strategy, new and creative thinking. Traditional diplomatic strategies and instruments are not helpful for managing rela-
tions with China. It is therefore critical for Bangladesh to keep the big picture and to adopt a strategic long term rather
than a tactical short term approach with China. Indeed, Bangladesh’s strategic culture must adapt to the new realities
of power and balance- between the pragmatism of Kautilya and idealism of Sun Tzu, in order to evolve a more engaged
foreign policy and ensure stability, security and prosperity of the nation in a fast-changing regional and global order.

Professor Ataur Rahman, MA, Ph.D. (Chicago) is the Chairman, Center for Governance Studies, and President, 
Bangladesh Political Science Association. 
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Some Aspects of China’s Foreign Policy and Bangladesh

Ambassador Munshi Faiz Ahmad

Like all other countries China’s Foreign Policy also is an extension of its domestic policies.
The most important or basic national policy of China is to deepen “Economic Reforms and
Opening Up to the Outside World” with a view to sustain a fast pace of economic develop-
ment and growth and constantly improve the standard of living of the Chinese people.
Domestically, she wants to establish a harmonious society based on more balanced growth
in different parts of the country and reducing income inequality. Internationally, China
promotes the establishment of harmonious world based on win-win cooperation, inclusive-
ness, equality and dignity.

China has for most periods in history been a great and powerful nation, a great civilization.
However, since the middle of the 19th century till middle of the 20th century, China degen-
erated into chaos and instability. The Chinese revolution of 1947 saw the country trying to

regroup and seek to bring back its place of importance in the world. After years of trial and error she struck a miracu-
lous new path of “Economic Reforms and Opening Up to the Outside World” in 1978. These reforms suddenly
released the great energy and potentials of the Chinese nation and put it  on course for growth at unprecedented pace.
Now President Xi Jinping is encouraging the Chinese people to pursue a “China Dream”- a vision for once again mak-
ing China one of the greatest nations on earth. China’s growth at break-neck speed over the last almost four decades,
has witnessed her catching up with and surpassing many countries in development in various fields. 

Covering about 9.6 million Km2, China is the second largest country in the world in terms of landmass. She is the
world’s most populous country with about 1.38 billion people. China is the world’s second largest economy (behind
USA) in nominal GDP, valued at US$13.98 trillion. However, in PPP terms, China’s economy is already the largest in
the world surpassing the USA with a total value of US$20.85 trillion. In recent accounts, her per capita GDP (PPP)
was (US$15,095). The nominal per capita GDP was US$10,040. With total exports of US$2.28 trillion and imports of
US$1.68 trillion, China is the largest exporter country in the world and one of the largest importers as well. She is the
largest trading partner of more than 120 countries in the world including Bangladesh. China holds the highest foreign
currency reserve in the world with a total of more than US$3.3 trillion, most of which is in US treasury bonds. After
more than three decades of sustained double digit economic growth, the pace of growth seems to have slowed consid-
erably in recent years. Last year saw a 6.9% growth, still the fastest growing major economy. The slowdown is partly
attributed to a conscious effort on the part of the Chinese government to cool the economy down and prevent over-
heating. The government also realized that export driven growth could not be sustained indefinitely. They decided on
some structural change in the growth model. While continuing to emphasize manufacturing and exports as major pil-
lars of growth, special emphasis has been attached to consumption as a new major driver of growth. The government
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is also trying to address the
issues of balance in geo-
graphical and urban-rural
distribution of growth as
well as that of growing
income inequality.

China has not only grown
in terms of manufacturing
and trade and in terms of
GDP and per capita income
over the years, she has also
witnessed tremendous
improvement in the stan-
dard of living of the people,
infrastructures, civic ameni-
ties, housing, education,
health care, science and
technology including spread
of ICT. China is now
among the top three nations
in terms of space technolo-
gy. She is among the top nations in terms of research and innovation in medical science. China’s progress in agricul-
tural science and technology has also been miraculous. China now is the worlds biggest infrastructure builder and is
also one of the worlds biggest exporter of infrastructure. She boasts of three fastest super computers among the top five
in the world. Today China spends more than any other country on education and scientific research. She is considered
as the third strongest military power in the world behind the U.S.A and Russia.    

With the size of the economy, its importance as the topmost trading nation in the world, the fast pace of its growth and
the huge reserve and debts held by it, give China an unparallel position in its potential or capacity to impact world econ-
omy and financial markets. China is partnering with other countries in initiatives like SCO, FTAAP, AIIB, BRICS and
the NDB. These initiatives are not aimed at challenging the existing world orders in international cooperation and
finance. They mainly seek to enrich the existing order by providing alternatives and new options, to create some new
space and fill up voids and inadequacies.    

With growing economic strength and clout, China’s role in international efforts at maintaining world peace, stability and
security is also becoming increasingly important. Although China lags behind the USA by far in military power, her military
capabilities are also growing steadily. China is aware of the fact that it would not be possible for her to catch up with and chal-
lenge the USA in terms of military power in the foreseeable future. Therefore, they are focusing more on modernizing the
military in terms of technology and equipment with a view to bolstering her defence and deterrent capabilities, without chal-
lenging the predominance of the USA as a global and regional power in her neighborhood, particularly in the Pacific.

China’s Foreign Policy is shaped by the paramount importance attached by her on the need for sustained economic
growth, allowing her to become a “moderately prosperous nation” by 2030. To achieve this, they need sustained socio-
economic stability at home and equally importantly, a peaceful and stable external environment. Therefore, Chinese
leaders will try to avoid major conflicts to the best of their abilities. All China’s bilateral, regional and global foreign
policy initiatives including “new great power relations”, “One belt one road” (OBOR) etc are geared to the pursuit of
cooperation and friendship aimed at bolstering mutual trust and confidence, ensuring stability and security, avoiding
miscalculations and conflicts. China wants to establish networks of connectivity with numerous alternative routes for
their strategic supplies like coal, oil, iron ore, soybean, corn etc. In their pursuit of seamless connectivity with the rest
of the world, OBOR is a major umbrella initiative which encompasses the various regional and sub-regional coopera-
tive initiatives like SCO, FTAAP, BRICS, BCIM-EC, Trans Himalayan Development Forum, etc.

In recent years, there seems to be increasing tension in the East China and South China seas involving China, Japan and
few South East Asian countries. But many observers see it as the product of US pivot to Asia, partially aimed at contain-
ing China. They believe that countries challenging Chinese claims of sovereignty to various islands in these waters may
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be instigated or encouraged by the
US and is actually a proxy for US-
China rivalry. However, in recent
months there seems to be a percep-
tible cooling in the tensions in this
regard. Parties have shown greater
willingness to engage bilaterally in
these matters.

China’s efforts to establish strong
cooperative relations with different
countries should not be seen as her
effort to recruit support in her
favour, against the USA or any
other countries. She seriously and
genuinely pursues a policy of
autonomous relations of friend-
ship and cooperation with neigh-
bours as well as other countries.

Bangladesh enjoys excellent rela-
tions with China. The “Closer
Comprehensive Partnership of Cooperation” between the two countries seems to be growing steadily. The proposed visit
to Bangladesh by President Xi Jin Ping of China in mid October this year is a testimony to this growing partnership. China
is perhaps Bangladesh’s most important partner in her efforts at sustained economic development. She is the largest source
of imports for Bangladesh covering important items like complete plants, machineries, equipment, Chemical and other
raw materials, agricultural technology (hybrid crops technology and seeds, modern agricultural equipments), military sup-
plies etc. China has also been a major partner in infrastructure building (roads and highways, bridges, power plants, fertil-
izer factories, coal mine etc). Chinese investment in Bangladesh has already reached almost US$2 billion and is growing.
The proposed exclusive industrial parks or special economic zones will give a new fillip to investment from China.
Cooperation between Bangladesh and China in the field of education, capacity building and human resources develop-
ment is also very significant. China is an important partner of Bangladesh in various international fora.

Some major recent projects, ongoing and in the pipeline, symbolizing cooperation between the two countries are Shahjalal
Fertilizer factory, Water Treatment Plants, Padma Bridge project, a 1320 MW coal fired power plant, Multi Lane Road tun-
nel under the Karnaphuli river in Chittagong, Broad Gauge Railway from Chittagong to Cox’s Bazar (extended upto
Gundum), Exclusive Industrial Parks, construction, maintenance and expansion of port facilities and others. A major chal-
lenge in furthering economic cooperation between the two countries is the slow decision making process.  

Bangladesh on its part should continue to follow a policy of autonomous relations of Friendship and cooperation with
China as also with other important partners like India, USA, Japan, RoK, without being unduly worried about “what
others may think”. If we continue to pursue autonomous relations keeping our national interests in mind, an appro-
priate balance will fall into place in the process. Since potentially China has greater capacity to cater to our develop-
ment needs on competitive terms compared to any other country, we need to do our best to tap this potential.

Ambassador Munshi Faiz Ahmad is currently a chairman of Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS).
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China assumes leading role in global economic management

Tim Collard

President Xi Jinping used his welcome speech to the leaders assembled for the Hangzhou G20 summit to demonstrate
that China is steadily growing into its new role as a leading player in global economic management. He made it very
clear that there is no room at a hugely influential forum like the G20 for what he called "empty talk," and that discus-
sions must lead to agreements and agreements to action.

This is quite a revolutionary concept in diplomacy. In my twenty years of diplomatic experience it all too often hap-
pened that an agreement on a text of a joint communiqué was seen as an acceptable substitute for an action programme
and that the wording of such documents concentrated more on avoiding conflict than on providing a basis for moving
forward. President Xi has recognised that this will no longer do, and, what is more, is prepared to make his point pub-
licly. The state of the global economy requires more than warm words, mutual flattery and baseless optimism.

The Chinese leader spoke of "a crucial juncture" in the world's affairs. He addressed the issues of persistently slack
demand, slowdowns in international trade and investment and dangerously uncontrollable fluctuations in financial
markets. And there are no 'magic bullets' in sight: "Growth drivers", he said, "from the previous generation of techno-
logical progress are gradually losing strength, while a new round of technological and industrial development has yet to
gain momentum." Of course this view fits perfectly with China's domestic economic program, and it is not unlikely that
Xi was offering the Chinese approach as a blueprint that other countries might wish to follow - and why not, seeing that
China is managing the decline in growth better than most?

So, what did President Xi's proposal for G20 nations might look like? In the usual well-ordered Chinese fashion, he set
it out in the form of five key points:

1) the macroeconomic policies of G20 members should be more deeply and strongly coordinated, jointly pursuing
growth and financial stability (rather than trying to steal a march on each other by seeking short-term advantages):

2) G20 nations should prioritise innovation as a driver of growth, collaborating closely to develop mutually beneficial
growth engines:
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3) member states
should cooperate to
improve internation-
al economic gover-
nance and ensure
proper mutual com-
pliance arrange-
ments:

4) all major econom-
ic powers should
work towards a more
open world econo-
my, and make con-
certed efforts to pro-
mote the liberaliza-
tion and facilitation
of trade and invest-
ment. (This runs par-
allel to China's focus
on trading infra-
structure by means
of the One Belt One
Road program and

recognises that there is still a way to go in the field of trade finance.)

5) all parties should work towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, aimed at
ensuring that growth is directed towards positive social and environmental development.

This last point is particularly significant in the light of China's decision, in company with the USA, to ratify the Paris
Agreement on combating climate change. It was often felt, especially by developing nations, that there was a conflict
between the requirement to lower greenhouse gas emissions and legitimate aspirations to industrial development and
catching up with the developed world. China has here given a lead, by making a clear commitment to combine devel-
opment with environmental protection while also with ensuring that growth is fairly distributed among the population,
so as to avoid the emergence of socially damaging inequality.

Another significant point made by the Chinese president was that it was time for emerging-market economies and devel-
oping countries to strengthen their role in international affairs, now that so many of the larger economic powers are
mired in economic stagnation.

Prominent among the leaders present in Hangzhou were those of the BRICS countries, whom President Xi addressed sep-
arately in the margins. The countries of the developing world are rightly concerned about protectionism, which is a con-
stant temptation in times of economic uncertainty, but one which must be resisted. The establishment and entrenchment
of an inclusive, rule-based and open world economy - ensuring a level playing field between developed and developing
countries - was a key theme of the President's address. Xi also emphasised the need for reform of the governance structure
of the IMF and the World Bank to ensure broader-based representation and influence in these central institutions.

China cannot, of course, take sole responsibility for saving and supporting the world. But President Xi's address made
it clear that the nation's re-emergence as a major world power will be matched by a proportionate assumption of respon-
sibility for the world's future. And it shows that President Xi Jinping is not a person to evade difficult questions, either
at home or internationally.

Tim Collard is a columnist with China.org.cn.
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China: Economy, Governance and Relations with Bangladesh

Prof. Selina Mohsin

In three decades of meteoric economic transformation, China has regained its historic posi-
tion as a leading and prosperous global power.  This followed a century of humiliation and
disasters such as the 1890 Boxer rebellion and Japanese invasions. From 1978, with Deng
Xiao Ping as leader, China entered a sustained period of headlong growth which has raised
hundreds of millions from poverty and massively transformed the lives of its nearly one in
five of the world’s population. It has out-performed its former  Russian mentor, and has
learnt lessons from the way the Soviet Union  fell apart in 1991 through a failure to adapt
an over rigid and increasingly inefficient economic model .  Even before that Soviet collapse,
Deng had reversed Mao’s dictum and declared ’Poverty is not socialism’. He set China on a
new course which focussed on growth and combined both Communist party rule and capi-
talism.

Not only China itself but much of the rest of the world has benefitted from China’s sharp
boost to global growth. It was particularly helpful after 2007 when the western financial crisis threatened global depres-
sion or worse. The world therefore all the more watches China’s continued rapid transformation with fascination,
although sometimes mixed with apprehension. On the one hand some countries are suspicious of China’s military
strength and national assertiveness although on the other many more realise how much their own development needs
high levels of Chinese trade and investment to continue. If, as some experts fear, the effort and costs of upgrading and
re-structuring the Chinese economy, at a time of already high levels  of government and corporate debt, were to run
into difficulties, such as a significant financial crisis, much of the rest of the world would also suffer. China’s recent
slowdown in growth has already hit commodity markets and many emerging economies are heavily dependent on com-
modity exports to China.

Some slowing down of China’s growth rate was widely expected. Experts see this as almost inevitable and indeed desir-
able as an economy matures. But the Chinese leadership is determined to continue an enviable rate of development.
They accept that this means that the earlier high growth model, which focussed on industrial exports and very high lev-
els of construction and infrastructural investment, must be considerably adapted. For some time, as labour shortages
developed and wages rose, some low tech and labour intensive industries, such as textiles and garment manufacture had
started moving to Vietnam, Bangladesh or Cambodia. Problems of pollution, industrial over capacity, low productivity
and misplaced capital investment have also to be urgently tackled. At the same time, population ageing and the growth
of the middle class in numbers and aspiration all makes it imperative to switch more resources and employment to
expansion of the services and welfare sectors. This is an immense and very demanding agenda for change. President Xi
is determined to steer the Chinese society and economy to a new form of modern growth with sustainable stability. 

China’s government has a Prime Minister, central ministries and provincial structures. But officials also have commu-
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nist party membership and are subject to party discipline. It is the Communist Party of China which gives overall direc-
tion to the government and to society as a whole. It has its own hierarchy headed by the Politbureau and Central
Committee. President Xi , like his predecessors, stands at the apex of both party and government, being  both General
Secretary of the CCP and Head of State. But his powers have been extended still further to ensure unity and efficient
implementation of party and government policy at all levels of administration for the vast tasks ahead. He chairs the
Central Military Commission and heads a new National Security Commission commanding the internal security appa-
ratus. Last April he became Commander in Chief of a new Joint Operations Centre.  New ‘Central Leading Groups’
have been established for key areas of policy, with President Xi taking direct personal charge of several of them.

As promised at his inauguration, the President has directed a still ongoing, massive anti corruption purge, removing
even senior figures, together with measures designed to restore proper levels of discipline in the administration and
party cadres, correcting all too frequent examples of arrogance and arbitrary behaviour at local levels. As regards the
economy a further gigantic fiscal stimulus has succeeded in preventing too sharp a growth slowdown and efforts are
being made to improve efficiency and productivity, especially in the still dominant state owned industries. Huge
resources are meanwhile being devoted to a wider national strategy, including the development of rail and roads to
Europe across Central Asia, as also to the ‘China Pakistan Economic Corridor’ giving western China more direct logis-
tical access to the Pakistan coast and ocean routes though a new Chinese built and operated port of Gwadar. At the
same time Xi has directed an upgrading of the armed forces, cutting the size of the army while modernising it and
expanding the navy and air force to enable China to project force beyond its own borders and region. Such centralised
power to set policy and direct funds undoubtedly helps accelerate China’s development, particularly as Beijing has long
been ready to attract foreign investment and technology and to use experts trained in foreign universities while build-
ing up its own expertise and impressive research capabilities. 

For over three decades China had prioritised Bangladesh for mutual collaboration. From the mid 1970s diplomatic
exchanges between Bangladesh and China enabled the two countries to forge close ties. There are numerous bilateral
agreements promoting trade, loans, culture, education and other areas of importance. The Agreement on “Economic
and Technical Cooperation” and the “Framework Agreement” on concessional loan provided by China to Bangladesh
are two critical treaties signed by the two countries.  However, trade has had a heavy imbalance in favour of China. For
instance, Bangladesh’s imports from China in 2006-7 amounted to US$ 3 billion while Bangladesh’s exports to China
were as low as US$ 200 million. To narrow this huge trade gap China, as a signatory to the ‘Asia Pacific Free Trade
Agreement’ (APTA), extended duty free benefits to 4,700 products from Bangladesh for a long period and is now widen-
ing to include 17 more products, such as leather goods and tobacco.  China has become the largest single trade partner
of Bangladesh. Its economic assistance also extends to investment in Bangladesh like developing natural gas resources. 

Bangladesh receives huge military aid, training and technology from China. The year 2005 was celebrated as “China-
Bangladesh Friendship Year”.  Recently China has consented to extend a soft loan of US$10 billion for 13 projects. For
its part, Bangladesh has agreed to establish ‘Special Economic Zones’ for China and the ‘Look East Policy’ of Bangladesh
has given impetus to a project to develop a highway between Chittagong and China’s landlocked South Western province
of Yunnan. If this negotiation succeeds the project will give Yunnan access to the Bay of Bengal and also ease
Bangladesh’s connectivity while increasing its trade opportunities with the Mekong region and South East Asia.

Bangladesh is a relatively small country between two giants, India and China. Its geographical situation, large popula-
tion and growing economy all give it significant importance to both its giant neighbours. Yet, given their mutual mix-
ture of rivalry and cooperation, Bangladesh has to tread carefully. It wants cordial cooperation with both but needs to
maintain equilibrium in its geo-political dynamics.

To conclude: Bangladesh considers China, a trustworthy ally and a close partner in its development agenda and people
to people interaction. The current Ambassador of China to Bangladesh, H.E. Ma Mingqiang is a most effective diplo-
mat in further strengthening this relationship for mutual benefit. .      

This not only meets popular expectations in Bangladesh but also continues to reinforce the bonds of trust and cooper-
ation between the two friendly nations.    

Prof. Selina Mohsin is a former Ambassador of Bangladesh.
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Economic and Trade Cooperation between China and
Bangladesh: Current Trend and Future Prospects

Dr. Borhan Uddin Khan

In the course of decolonization that started at the end of the Second World War, the strug-
gle for independence and liberation in Asia, Africa, and Latin America surged. The newly
independent countries longed for equality in international relations. Echoing this historical
trend, China, India and Myanmar jointly initiated the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence. This was a major initiative in the history of international relations and a his-
toric contribution to the building of a new type of just and equitable international relations.
After the People's Republic of China had its seat restored in the United Nations in 1971, it
was able to take part in the major international conferences and meetings; for instance, the
1972 Stockholm Conference on Human Environment and the third UN Conference on the
Law of the Sea. In the first few years, however, China's contribution was mostly felt only in
the political arena. This situation had changed in the late 1970s when China adopted a new

policy to start economic reforms and opened its door to the world. Since the reform and opening-up, China has become
an indispensable party in major international institutions and negotiations which not only strengthened China’s polit-
ical involvement but also reinforced it's economic, social and cultural contributions. 

Riding the wave of economic globalization, China has successfully built a socialist market economy and a corresponding
legal system by drawing upon common international practices and the good experiences of other countries in the light
of national circumstances. South Asian region, for various practical reasons, is very vital in China’s foreign policy. In
International relations, South Asia is undoubtedly emerging as an important region. After gaining independence from
colonization, South Asian region faced many struggles and conflicts in comparison with other regions. It is a living place
of billions of people and consists of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Maldives, and Sri Lanka. In 1985, lead-
ers of these met in Dhaka for the first summit of SAARC and showed to the world that there exists a spectacular region,
called South Asia. Among the world’s great powers, China not only shares the closest border with South Asian countries
but also has good trade relations with them and their relations are based on good neighborhood policy.

China is one of Bangladesh’s near neighbor. China’s border is 100 kilometers (approximately 60 miles) from
Bangladesh in the north over the Himalayas. The historical attachments between the ancient territory of China and
Bengal can be traced back to two thousand years ago. A number of factors, including the trade relationship through
the southern Silk route, the exchange between these ancient cultures, and their knowledge and technologies have his-
torically fostered the relationship. Since China recognized Bangladesh in October 1975, the countries have persistent-
ly promoted and deepened their political, economic, diplomatic and military relations.

The ascent of the bilateral relationship was dramatic and, in that way, China entered into a big way as a development
partner in Bangladesh. Afterwards, Bangladesh’s bilateral relationship with China has been guided by the key princi-
ples of China’s foreign policy, which encompass the protection of sovereignty, the preservation of territorial integrity,
the development of regional as well as international relations, and, thereby, ensuring international cooperation to
advance domestic, socio‐political, economic and cultural growth. The Sino-Bangladesh relationship has been termed by
a Chinese expert as being a “trusted friendship” or “all-weather friendship”.

In 2002, Bangladesh adopted a ‘Look East’ policy to maximize economic and strategic gains that could emerge from
closer relations with eastern countries, especially China. While this shift in policy was primarily aimed at trade diversi-
fication, Bangladesh also sought closer relations with China. Marking the 30th anniversary of diplomatic relation, 2005
was declared a ‘China- Bangladesh Friendship Year’. During Chinese Premier Wen Jibao’s visit in April 2005, a 13
point Joint Communiqué on further strengthening of bilateral relations was signed, along with five agreements and two
MoUs. China also offered to assist Bangladesh in water management, nuclear energy, trade and investment, training of
security and defense personnel, as well as infrastructural development. The Joint Declaration agreed to promote devel-
opment, multidimensional and multilevel trade, and economic cooperation, while also allowing the Joint Economic
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and Trade Commission to develop and expand potential bilateral trade. Both the countries have already concluded a
wide range of agreements regarding agriculture, trade, transport and communications, energy, science and technology,
and military cooperation. China has made significant contributions especially in the areas of infrastructure develop-
ment, trade and economy of Bangladesh. 

The economy of Bangladesh is largely dependent on agriculture. However, the Ready Made Garments (RMG) sector
has emerged as the biggest earner of foreign currency.The textile industry accounts for over 82% of Bangladesh’s annu-
al exports, which are valued at close to 28.09 billion USD. With the dissolution of the Multi-Fiber Trade Agreement
on 1 January 2005, which ended textile export quotas for countries such as Bangladesh, and with China’s entry into
the World Trade Organization, the garments industry of Bangladesh will now have to compete with China – the world’s
largest textile giant. China is considering the option of outsourcing textile jobs to Bangladesh where labor is available
at half the cost, and with the comparative low wage levels. Chinese producers might also consider moving operation to
Bangladesh.It has already emerged as the third largest trading partner of China in South Asia. While looking at the
highlighted segments of Bangladesh‐China bilateral trade, in 2003 alone, the total trade volume amounted to $1.368
billion with an increase of 12.45% from 2002. Besides, bilateral trade between these two countries arrived at $ 3 bil-
lion in 2005 from $100 million in 2002. As of 2009, the volume of trade between the countries stood at about $ 4.5
billion. Bilateral trade volume in 2011 reached $ 8.26 billion, with an increase of 17% compared with 2010. Bangladeshi
export to China reached $ 449 million, an increase of 67.5%. According to local news reports, Chinese investment in
Bangladesh in 2011 amounted to over $ 200 million.

The year 2015 marked the 40th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between Bangladesh and China. In
the past four decades, China-Bangladesh relations have undergone a speedy transformation. Trade between the two coun-
tries has grown rapidly, making China Bangladesh's largest trading partner, with the two-way trade accounting for about
$12 billion in 2014. In the last five years, imports from China grew at about 20% and exports growth averaged at 40%.
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A back-of-the-envelope calculation, considering a moder-
ate exports and imports growth scenario, indicates that
China-Bangladesh trade could reach $ 30 billion.

Despite healthy trade links between the two countries,
there exists a huge trade surplus in China’s favor. To
reduce the disparity, under the auspices of the
Asia‐Pacific Free Trade Agreement (AFTA), China
removed tariff barriers to 84 types of import commodi-
ties from Bangladesh and has been working to reduce
tariffs over the trade of jute and textiles, which are
Bangladesh’s main domestic products. Moreover, in
2014, China offered duty-free access to some 7800
Bangladeshi products as a ‘goodwill gesture’ in order to
enhance economic ties between the two countries. Few
collaborative projects between Bangladesh and China
have been announced in the last four months of 2016. In March, China granted Bangladesh 150 million RMB ($23.8
million) in order to meet the latter’s needs for setting up vital economic and technical cooperation projects, in collabo-
ration with China. Additionally, 860 million RMB ($ 133 million) has been provided by China in the form of a soft loan
for the setting up of a Bangladeshi project, aimed at bringing all government offices across the country under one net-
work. This project has been titled ‘Development of National ICT Infra-Network for Bangladesh Government Phase’.
According to a statement released by Bangladesh’s Economic Relations Division (ERD) under the Ministry of Finance,
once this project is implemented, it will be possible to bring all government offices at district and sub-district levels under
one network. This is also being seen as a stepping stone towards the implementation of current government Vision 2021.

Connectivity is essential to enhance mutual cooperation. In this regard, China and Bangladesh have been negotiating
a highway project to connect Chittagong and Kunming through Myanmar. This highway would give Bangladesh an
entry into the Mekong sub-region, which already includes China, accelerate trade and facilitate people-to-people con-
tact.In 2012, Bangladesh has taken amove to construct the deep seaport on Sonadia Island under the country's south-
eastern Cox's Bazar district. Bangladesh can play a major role in China's plan for reinforcing their trade routes, the ‘Belt
and Road’ initiative. A network of ports has been established by China, called the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road
that extends from Chinese coasts through Southeast Asia, the Indian Ocean, and the east coast of Africa and through
the Mediterranean to Greece. The Chinese Government has taken up the ‘One Belt One Road’ initiative to revive the
ancient Silk Road connecting the country with Central Asia, Europe, Africa, Middle East, Southeast Asia and South
Asia. China has invested USD 40 billion in the Silk Road infrastructure fund. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM) Economic Corridor are officially classified as "closely relat-
ed to the Belt and Road Initiative". In addition, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), first proposed by
China in October 2013, is a development bank dedicated to lending for projects regarding infrastructure. As of 2015,
China announced that over one trillion Yuan (USD 160 billion) worth infrastructure projects are in the planning or
construction phase. AIIB has approved 165 million U.S. dollars in loans for a Bangladesh project - the first batch of
loan for the country from the China-led development bank.

One of the key challenges facing Bangladesh‐China bilateral relationship is the existing high volume of trade gap between
these countries. Since the very beginning of bilateral trade relationship, Bangladesh has long been suffering from huge
trade deficits with China. Despite the power gap between China and Bangladesh, the two countries have shown clear com-
mitment over the years to build “a positive, cooperative and comprehensive relationship” that would surely pick up the
momentum in future. Indeed, Bangladesh's relations with China over the next decade clearly present a host of opportu-
nities. It may be expected that in the coming years, Bangladesh and China will hopefully overcome the existing constraints
in their relationship, and achieve a truly beneficial and strategic partnership, conducive to the establishment of a peaceful
and prosperous South Asia. For this to occur, Bangladesh needs to ensure that its foreign policy is informed by a strategic
vision as well by economic considerations that realistically gauge the direction of regional and international changes.

Dr. Borhan Uddin Khan, Professor and Chairman, Department of Law, University of Dhaka.
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China-The tested friend and fore-runner of ancient civilization

Abul Hasan Chowdhury

China represents an ancient civilization. In defining itself as a Middle Kingdom it has enun-
ciated a distinct philosophy of harmony and progress. World is indebted for many discover-
ies and inventions which has enriched mankind. The Great Wall of China is not merely a
wonder it is also a reminder of a people committed to confront the hardest and seemingly
insurmountable barriers. Without diluting its values China has enthusiastically engaged with
the world 2000 years ago. Confucius expressed his delight in welcoming friends from a far. 

Ties with Bangladesh are rooted in antiquity. Message of peace and tolerance carried from
Bangladesh by the Saint Philosopher Atish Dipankar was exuberantly embraced and contin-
ues to be a glorious point of reference.

Over the past 2000 years many travelers and religious monks traveled to our part of the world. We
find detailed descriptions of these visits from the writings of Fahien, Hiuen-Tsang and others.  

Interaction with China and ancient India was multidimensional. It encompassed health, science, mathematics, astrolo-
gy and architecture. Religion, to be more precise Budhism played a significant role but interests of scholars varied wide-
ly leading to a deep engagement in ideas. There were exchange of thoughts and some Indian scholars held eminent posi-
tions in China as early as the 7th century.

Some historians have alluded to the primacy of trade which they considered preceded intellectual pursuits. One of the
products keenly sought in India was silk. Apart from that porcelain and bamboo products was also popular in India.
Modern day reference to Silk Road is an attempt to rekindle the historic silk route. It is now established that there were
three silk routes. One runs from ancient central China to Europe cutting across northwest region of China and the
Indian subcontinent. 

Second, Zheng He a Muslim admiral made several voyages to Bangla landing in the port to the west- Chittagong. In one
such visit he ceremonially had an audience with the Sultan of Bengal and gifts were exchanged.

Former Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Zhang Xiayi referred to a third silk road which was inseparably related to
present Bangladesh.

The Ambassador writes “many scholars believe that this road has existed since 4th century BC………. It has a history of
2400 years longer than the northern silk road and maritime silk road.”

The discourse on connectivity which looms large in shaping our regional and bilateral relations springs from distilled
knowledge of the past. The beneficial aspect overrides the concerns of implementing it. Huge trade, commerce, cultural
and tourism possibility strongly beckons towards fast track action in this direction.

Modern China, India and Pakistan started its journey more or less at the same time. Chairman Mao famously said in
1949” today China has stood up.” India and Pakistan shook of its colonial bondage in 1947. Early days saw great friend-
ship and bonhomie between India and China. Events in 1962 clouded the relationship which is now being revived in fits
and starts.  Though both countries have uncomfortable baggage, they are increasingly conscious of the indispensability of
the other. Pakistan in its early days was mired by its binding relations with the west and strenuously perused an unfriend-
ly attitude towards China. It was a legendary Bengali statesman, Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy who as Prime Minister of
Pakistan took the first step towards reaching out to China. It was during his premiership that Prime Minister Chou En
Lai visited Pakistan. At Dhaka the welcome address was presented by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman – the young
lieutenant of Mr. Suhrawardy. In fact Bangbandhu went to China in 1953 and was received by Chairman Mao.

Maulana Bhasani the iconic leader of the poor had structured a special relationship with China which was reflected in
the philosophy of the party which he formed after severing his ties with Awami League.

Sheikh Hasina traveled China as leader of the opposition in 1993. Exactly forty years after Bangabandhu's visit to that
great country. Breaking conventional protocol Sheikh Hasina was received at the Great Hall of the people by Hu Jin Tao,
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at that time the youngest member of the politburo who went on to
become the President of China.

In 1996 upon becoming the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina performed
Umrah at Makkah Sharif and went to Madina Munawara for seeking
blessings and prayers. However her first state visit was to China.
President Ziaur Rahman, President H.M. Ershad and Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia have visited China during their tenure. These visits have
greatly defined a country to country friendship, not affected by change
of Governments in either countries.

China has partnered in many socio economic projects and infrastructure.
It has built six friendship bridges and gifted the magnificent
Bangabandhu Convention Centre. The foundation stone laying was done
by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and the Former Speaker of China in
late 1990’s. The project was completed in a record 13 months.
Bangladesh’s bilateral trade is the highest with China. Imports of
machineries and military hardware dominate the list.   

It is important to recall that immediately after the independence of
Bangladesh, Bangabandhu was keen to reinvent the historic ties between
our two countries. An eminent diplomat Khwaya Kaiser, who was
Pakistan’s Ambassador to China was sent to Myanmar to establish links
with Bangladesh. French philosopher Andre Malraux, who supported our
liberation struggle with utmost zeal and commitment was requested by Bangabandhu to directly talk to Chairman Mao with
whom Malraux was on friendly terms. Bangabandhu made similar requests to Hasnan Heikal the famous Egyptian Journalist.

Today in addition to  supporting many growth oriented projects China has shown its willingness to build a deep sea port.
This offer has been made in response to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s request. It is helping Padma Bridge and has
indicated its interest to participate in exploring our blue economy. All these mega projects, which China is most compe-
tent both technically and financially to implement will result in a dramatic turnaround of our economy. It remains to be
seen how the Government of Bangladesh defines its position and prevails over other sensitivities. Delicate handling and
crafting  a win win scenario should engage the attention of relevant authorities. It is both essential and pragmatic.

Going beyond bilateral  relations China, the second most powerful world power has in recent times revived with marked
seriousness the issue of connectivity. The One Belt One Road initiative of president XI Jinping envisions seamless trav-
el between China and Eurasia. In the fullness of time it is hoped that Asia would be connected to Europe and in stages
to the world. At present nearly 60 countries of Asia and Europe are considered to be linked in this enterprise projected
investment for infrastructure is in the region of US $ 8 Trillion.

Nearly all the countries which come under this purview are members of the Chinese backed Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB). The primary focus of this lending institution is infrastructure development.

The Bangladesh-China- India- Myanmar (BCIM) economic corridor is considered “closely related to the belt and road initia-
tive.” For Bangladesh it would foster greater connectivity and bring down both the cost and time for its exports. Our ready
made garments will lead the way to penetrate newer markets and since China is moving high end will also secure a good part
of its domestic market. We should actively enlarge our basket of exports and avail the possibilities in India and Myanmar.

Recent initiative by Aung San Suki of Myanmar to create stable borders between Myanmar, Thailand and China is note-
worthy for Bangladesh. The concern of these three countries are not merely enhancement of trade but also to counter
cross border terrorism. A holistic approach has been taken to usher in an ethos of peace in this region. Myanmar has suc-
ceeded in balancing the interests of its western backers with taking steps towards enhanced integration with China and
Thailand. Bangladesh, Myanmar and Thailand are members of BIMSTEC. So also is India. Looking west for Myanmar
and east for Bangladesh the connectivity paradigm may be vigorously under taken. It would complement One Belt One
Strategy and boost the BCIM project. Our security concern would also be addressed by focusing in this direction.

Abul Hasan Chowdhury, Former State Minster for Foreign Affairs (1996-2001), Government of Bangladesh. 
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CHINA BUILDS PADMA BRIDGE IN BANGLADESH

Maj. General Imamuz Zaman, BB,psc (Retd)

Crossing the Padma River, the world’s third largest has always been a challenge which is
often tiring, time consuming and sometimes dangerous due to unreliable and limited cross-
ing facilities and bad weather. The lack of connectivity has prevented timely and effective
access to medical care, education, and has also hindered mobility and economic activity.
The proportion of the population below the poverty line in the south-western region is
about 5% higher than the national average. Primarily due to lack of connectivity, the region
economically lagged behind the rest of the country.

Accordingly, Padma Multipurpose Bridge is expected to unlock the potential and transform
the lives of nearly 30 million Bangladeshis living in the country's south-western region. By
reducing distances to major urban centers like Dhaka by almost 100 km, the bridge will facil-
itate regional trade, reduce poverty while accelerating growth and development in the coun-

try as a whole. Padma Bridge is the highest priority and largest investment project of Bangladesh. The Asian Highway
Priority Route No.1 (Tamabil-Sylhet--Dhaka-Mawa-Bhanga-Jessore-Benapole) and Trans-Asian Railway will be estab-
lished through this bridge. This bridge will establish national, regional and international connectivity through our
national road corridors. A World Bank report suggests that after completion of the bridge, the national GDP of
Bangladesh will be increased by 1.26% and GDP earned from the south-western region will be increased by 2.3%.

China has assisted Bangladesh in multi-faceted directions, providing aid in infrastructure, power, industrial plant and tele-
communications. Over the past few years, China has
replaced India as Bangladesh's biggest import source with
bilateral trade. China has already assisted in building six
bridges in Bangladesh. All the bridges have contributed
to the accelerated socio-economic growth in the country.
The China Major Bridge Engineering Company
(CMBEC) is constructing the Padma multi-purpose
bridge, the country's largest-ever infrastructure project,
which is estimated to cost about $1.77 billion or more.
Agreement between China and Bangladesh over materi-
alizing such a mammoth project like ‘Padma Multi-pur-
pose Bridge’ is clearly a giant step forward in economic
relation of this two development partners.  China has
also shown its interest in constructing a deep sea port at
Sonadia in Chittagong as well as Payra in Patuakhali.

The present government being a strong believer and a
promoter of regional connectivity, and given the
friendly relations with China and India, the economic
corridor among Bangladesh China, India and
Myanmar (BCIM) is more likely to come into reality.

Pre-feasibility study of Padma Multi-purpose Bridge
Project was conducted in 1998 which was funded by
Bangladesh Government. Following this, feasibility
study under funding of Japan International Co-opera-
tion Agency (JICA) was carried out in 2001. Detailed
design funded by Asian Development Bank (ADB)  was
completed in 2009-2010.The project was set in motion
in 2011 which is scheduled to be completed in 2018. 
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Figure 1: Asian highway priority route 1 through Bangladesh



The project is funded solely by the Government of Bangladesh. Major features of Padma Multi-purpose Bridge are:

a. Main bridge, total river span length - 6.15 km.

b. Bridge width - 22 meter.

c. Two- level steel composite bridge, top level is for road traffic and bottom level is for railway.

d. Designed to manage future transport load keeping in view the increased economic activities in the south- western
region.

e. Lower deck is a dual gauge rail track capable of plying 80 trains per day.

f. Designed for maximum permissible speed 160 km/h for passenger train and 120 km/h for freight trains.

Under the overall responsibility of the Bangladesh Bridge Authority, the project is divided in five packages as under:

a. Package 1: Mawa Approach Road, Service Area-1 at Mawa end & Bridge-end facilities.

b. Package 2: Jajira Approach Road, Service Area-3 & Bridge-end facilities.

c. Package 3: Service Area-2 at Jajira.

d. Package 4: Construction of main bridge.

e. Package 5: River training work.

Alongside the construction companies separate consultants are contracted for consultancy and supervision to ensure
adherence and quality in every sphere of the work. On 13 October 2014 the contract worth of Tk 383.15 crore was signed
for the supervision consultancy of the construction of main bridge and river training work. The job was awarded to Korea
Expressway Corporation and its partners Pyunghwa Engineering Consultants Ltd, Korean Engineering Consultants
Corporation, Sunjin Engineering and Architecture Co, ACE Consultants Ltd (Bangladesh), and Dev Consultants Ltd
(Bangladesh). Subsequently a Tk 8,778 crore deal for the river training was contracted with Synohydro, another Chinese
company on 10 November 2014. River training is the second largest component of the Tk 23,142 crore project.

Bangladesh Army is awarded the job of supervising the Jajira and Mawa approach roads and the service area with the
assistance of Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET). The cost of the approach roads, service
area and the supervision work will amount to Tk 1,642 crore. China Major Bridge Engineering Construction Company
(CMBEC) was awarded with the main bridge construction work for Tk 12,133 crore. The scheduled completion of the
project is in 2018. Though the Padma bridge project expenses had been estimated initially asTk 20,507 crore, the costs
now have gone up to Tk 23,142 crore. The cost of land acquisition, resettlement of the displaced persons and others
may increase  the total expenses well over Tk 25,000 crore.The following table shows the companies responsible for con-
struction vis-a-vis the consultants (according to the sequence of signing contract and commencement of work):

The consequent social and environmental impact of the mega project has been taken into account and a detailed mit-
igation plan has also been formulated. Approximately 1,100 ha of land was acquired for the project. Number of total
affected households was approximately 15,200 (80,000 person approximately). Out of which 2000 households were
relocated in four Resettlement Sites (RS), two located on each side of the river. 3000 households preferred self-reloca-
tion. Every affected household or property owner was well compensated. The other environmental issues like removal
of trees for the construction, disturbance to the aquatic wildlife and migratory birds, noise and vibration management
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PACKAGES CONTRACTOR CONSULTANT

Package 1,2 & 3 Abdul Monem Ltd & Highway
Construction  Malaysia JV (joint venture)

Construction Supervision Consultants, Bangladesh
Army

Package 4 China Major Bridge Engineering Company
(CMBEC)

Korean Expressway Corp in partnership with: 

a. Pyunghwa Engineering Consultants Ltd 

b. Korean Engineering Consultants Corporation

c. Sunjin Engineering and Architecture Co

d. ACE Consultants Ltd (Bangladesh)

e. Dev Consultants Ltd (Bangladesh).

Package 5 Synohydro China Same as Pakage-4



etc. were also accounted for. Accordingly measures have been taken to mitigate the probable effects on environment
and social life in the project area. The measures include Community Environmental Management Plan of RSs, Tree
Plantation and Greenbelt Development Plan, Emergency Response Plan, Biodiversity Management Plan, Resettlement
Action Plans, Public Health Action Plan etc. Different Government and Non-Government organizations have been ear-
marked and some have already set in motion to execute these plans at different stages as the project advances.

Given the unprecedented positive future impact on national economy and the value it will add to the regional econo-
my this upcoming mega-structure is going to be the most important strategic asset for Bangladesh. The challenge already
embedded in taking up this giant project all by ourselves makes it all the more challenging during the construction
phase. Besides, after completion the improved and shortened road network is likely to draw attention as more cost and
time-efficient corridor for economic and tactical movement. Strategically speaking, this will also offer the shortest and
fastest avenue of approach to the Centre of Gravity of Bangladesh, ‘Dhaka’. Therefore it is of great importance that this
asset to be tactically guarded at all time. However, the need for fulltime security of the asset is well appreciated and army
cantonments have been established on both sides of the river. As the work progress at full steam ahead, numerous for-
eign nationals along with national experts are working in the project under the direct security supervision of Bangladesh
Army. The cantonments are intended for protecting ‘Padma Multi-purpose Bridge’ during peace and war.

Maj. General Imamuz Zaman, BB,psc (Retd) is a Vice-Chairman of Bangladesh-China People's Friendship Association.
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Tourism – A bridge of  Friendship for Economic 
Development  Between Bangladesh and China

Prof. Dr. Syed Rashidul Hasan

Importance of tourism in the world economy now a days is widely accepted phenomenon.
According to the statistics of UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), 9% of the total
world GDP comes from tourism. International tourist arrivals (overnight visitors) increased
by 4.3% in 2014, reaching a total 1133 million after topping the 1 billion mark in 2012.
The Americas recorded the strongest growth with an 8% increase in international arrivals,
followed by Asia and the Pacific and the Middle East (both +5%). In Europe arrivals grew
by 3%, while in Africa they were up by 2%.  International tourism receipts reached US$
1245 billion worldwide in 2014, up from US$ 1197 billion in 2013, corresponding to an
increase of 3.7% in real terms (taking into account exchange rate fluctuations and infla-
tion). France, the United States, Spain and China continue to top the rankings by both
international arrivals and receipts. By receipts, China and the United Kingdom both

moved up two places, to 3 and 7 respectively. China, the world’s top tourism source market, has continued its excep-
tional pace of growth, increasing expenditure abroad by 27% in 2014 to reach a total of US$ 165 billion ( UNWTO
Tourism Statistics Compendium, 2015).  

Table  :  Members of Top-10 club of International
Tourist Arrivals (in Millions)

Year  : 2013  2014 

1. France  83.6     83.7  

2. United States     70.0 74.8  

3. Spain  60.7 65.0  

4. China  55.7 55.6  

5. Italy  47.7 48.6  

6. Turkey 37.8 39.8  

7. Germany  31.5 ` 33.0  

8. United Kingdom   31.1 32.6  

9. Russia 28.4 29.8  

10. Mexico  24.2 29.1  

Source: World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) ©  (Data as

collected by UNWTO May 2015)
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Table  :  International Tourism Receipts    US$    (Billion) by Top-10 tourist importing countries.

Year  : 2013  2014 

1 United States 172.9 177.2  

2 Spain 62.6 65.2  

3 China 51.7 56.9  

4 France 56.7 55.4  

5 Macao (China) 51.8 50.8  

6 Italy 43.9 45.5  

7 United Kingdom  41.0 45.3  

8 Germany 41.3 43.3  

9 Thailand 41.8 38.4  

10 Hong Kong (China) 38.9 38.4  

Top spenders in international tourism China extends its lead as number one tourism source market :

China has been by far the fastest growing source market in recent years and has been the world’s top spender in inter-
national tourism since 2012. Chinese travellers spent a record US$ 165 billion abroad in 2014 – an exceptional 27%
increase over 2013 and US$ 36 billion more in absolute terms. Boosted by rising disposable incomes, an appreciating
currency, improved travel facilitation and an easing of restrictions on foreign travel, Chinese outbound travel has been
growing exponentially over the last two decades. China currently generates some 13% of global tourism receipts, bene-
fitting many destinations around the world, particularly in Asia and the Pacific.

In 2014 the gap in expenditure between top spender China, and second largest spender the United States, widened to
US$ 54 billion, despite a robust 6% increase in tourism spending from the United States, to reach US$ 111 billion.
Germany, the third largest spender, reported a modest 1% increase in expenditure to US$ 92 billion.
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Table   :   Top ten Tourism Spender Countries. 

Source :  World Tourism Organization (UNWTO),  May 2015.

From above data and statistics in three tables, it becomes quite  understandable  that China is emerging as the top most
tourist importing  country in near future. However, by the time China has become top tourism spender in the planet. 

Chinese Tourists in Bangladesh : Although 120 million Chinese tourists last year (2015) visited different parts of the

world spending around 165 billion US dollars (in 2014), their stepping down to Bangladesh is very very negligible. A

sizeable number of Chinese business men, technocrats and others are staying Bangladesh by virtue of their employment

or business here, but in true sense no Chinese tourists visait Bangladesh with travel and tourism motives. This is sur-

prising why Chinese people are not coming to Bangladesh. We have unique tourism natural destinations, culture and

rituals, archaeological sites including the largest- in- the- world  Buddhist monastery  at Paharpur. But we failed to attract

the Chinese tourists. As far my knowledge goes, I do not know there has been any attempt by the Bangladesh govern-

ment or any other organization who conducted any research work on identifying the reasons for their not coming to

Bangladesh. There has been no research on how to project and promote Bangladesh among the prospective Chinese

tourists to come and visit our enormous tourism products.  

In my opinion, apart from the wanderlust Chinese tourists, there has been a big scope for Religious tourism by devel-

oping a circuitous Buddhist pilgrimage  tourism.

Though Buddhist heritage of Bangladesh is amazingly rich, it is little known to the outside world, and even to the gen-

eral people of this country. At present, there are two and a half million Buddhists in Bangladesh. There are 2000

Buddhist Temples large or small and 1500 Buddhist Monks in our country. Sompuri Bihar has been declared as world

Heritage by UNESCO long before. Other renowned Buddhist Temples are Vasu Vihara at Mahasthangarh of Bogra dis-

trict, Salban Buddhist Temple at Mainamati, Comilla. Dharmarajika Buddhist Temple, at Basabo, Dhaka, Bana Bihar

at Rangamati, Golden Jadi (Temple) at Bandarban, Bikrampuri Buddhist Temple at Bajrajogini village of Munshigonj

district and newly excavated Buddhist temple at Wari-Bateswar in Norsingdi district.  

A big percentage of Chinese population follow Buddhism as their religion. Scholars have noted that in China there is

no clear boundary between religions, especially Buddhism, Taoism and local folk religious practice. According to the

most recent demographic analyses, an average 80% of the population in China, that is hundreds of millions of people,
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Rank and  

Country

International Tourism 

Expenditure(billionUS$)

Population in million Expenditure per 

capita in US  $

2013 2014 2014 2014

1. China 128.6 164.9 1368 121

2.  United States 104.1 110.8 319 347

3. Germany 91.4 92.2 81 1137

4. United Kingdom 52.7 57.6 65 893

5. Russian Fed 53.5 50.4 144 351

6. France 42.9 47.8  64 747

7. Canada 35.2 33.8 35 951

8. Italy 27.0 28.8 60 481

9. Australia 28.6 26.3 24 1114

10. Brazil 25.0 25.6 203 126



practice some kinds of Chinese folk religions and Taoism, 10—16% are Buddhists, 2—4% are Christians, and 1—2% are

Muslims. (Source  : Daniel H. Bays. Christianity in China: From the Eighteenth Century to the Present. Stanford

University Press, 1999). 

Out of almost 200 million Buddhists in China, is it very difficult to bring only 0.5 percent Buddhist pilgrims  to
Bangladesh? As a tourism people, I believe if the government of Bangladesh plans to develop the infrastructure and super-
structure of  Buddhist monasteries and create facilities for the rituals by the Buddhist pilgrims at Ramu, Maynamati and
Paharpur or Mahasthangarh, we can attract several hundred thousands of pilgrims not only from China, but also from
Japan, South Korea, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand. A circuitous route could be developed to connect to the exist-
ing circuit covering India and Nepal. The Chinese government can help us in this regard, specially for developing the
infrastructure and superstructure of these neglected but invaluable pilgrimage tourist destination. 

Prof. Dr. Syed Rashidul Hasan, Department of Tourism and Hospitality Management, University of Dhaka.
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Invisible Threads, Visible Ties

Shamsad Mortuza

My daughter has large eyes. Whenever we took her to a mall in Kunming, we would hear our
interpreter whispering Meng-jia-la (guo). People would ask our interpreter where she had come
from much to the delight of our teenage daughter who was thoroughly enjoying the attention
that she was receiving. These incidents made me ponder about the mutual admiration and
curiosity (albeit suspicion) that we have for our neighbors who live only a little over 1000 miles
across the border. I say mutual because a 2014 Research Report suggests that 76% Bangladeshis
hold a positive view about China (only Pakistan has a one percent advantage over us). We
know the Chinese due to their wide range of products or their performance in different glob-
al indexes. But do we really know the real China, its people? Do Chinese people know us? Has
there been enough study to reflect on the shared history, collective memory, and historical
links to connect the two countries at a people to people level? Are these scholarly books avail-

able in popular media or are they shelved in academic database or administrative folders? Of course, people travel between
these two countries to pursue trade, academic or administrative interests. But is there a real people to people connectivity
outside the State sponsored programs? These are the questions I had while writing the country profile for BCIM, and on
the eve of the visit by the Chinese President Xi Jinping, these are the questions that we need to revisit.

It is strange that a level of willful ignorance still persists even at a time when we can fly between the countries in less
than two hours. The long history of travel between these two countries are largely ignored. The zeal and dream with
which Atisha Dipankar, Rabindranath Tagore or Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman visited China need to be stud-
ied and shared to identify the invisible threads of conceptual connectivity that are no less important than the visible
ties proposed by the revived Silk Road. 

Just imagine even in the eleventh century a sage-philosopher from a remote village of Vikrampur, Atisha Dipankar
Srijnan could travel to China. Even the Great Himalayas could not stop him. Named Chandragarbha by his parents,
Atisha was born in 980 or 982 AD to a royal family in Vajrayogini village on the outskirts of Dhaka. The stories of his
wanderings were discovered by a Bengali scholar in the 19th century when Sharat Chandra Das was sent to Tibet by
the British where he came across the writings of Atisha. 

Das wrote two books on Atisha that made the venerable sage known as the “eye of Asia,” particularly for his desire to
spread knowledge, share culture, and promote peace in the region. Last year, in a rare occasion Bangladesh and China
celebrated the 37th anniversary of the return of the ashes of Atish Dipankar to his birthplace. The ashes of the sage,
who died in Tibet at the age of 73, was returned to a six-member delegation from Bangladesh in 1978 as a gesture of
solidarity and friendship. With the ashes preserved Dharmarajika Buddhist Temple in Dhaka, the relationship between
China and Bangladesh has risen like the proverbial Phoenix. A China-Bangladesh joint excavation team has now iden-
tified the temple of Atisha at Nateswar in Tongibari Upazilla in Munshiganj. Announcing the discovery, the Chinese
archaeologist Hunabo told a press conference: "Touching the soils and walls here, my hands have felt Atish Dipankar's
birthplace that had remained in his memories till his last days in Tibet. Here I can feel the religious reformation in
Buddhism that had taken place from the 10th to the 12th century." 

The ongoing reconstruction process of this 1000-year old temple will bring new interest in the region, and is likely to
promote tourism. Atisha could not return to his birthplace because of ill health and ill weather. The end of the Pala
Empire and the assumption of power by the Sultanate could also have contributed to his Tibetan stay. 

One of the most memorable Chinese visits to the Muslim Sultanate in Bengal was by an adventurer called Zheng He (who
was a contemporary of Christopher Columbus). If you are a Game of Throne fan, you may recognize this hugely built man
who was castrated by his captor in the Ming army as Varys. Like his screenplay counterpart, Zheng He rose to prominence
from the rank of a derring-do soldier. He undertook seven naval expeditions and was in command of a fleet of ships to
establish a Chinese presence and impose control over the Indian Ocean trade ranging from Sumatra to Somalia. 

A Muslim by birth, Zheng He went to Mecca to perform Hajj, and came to Bengal during his last two voyages. His visit
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also supports the recent finds by the old
Brahmaputra River at Wari-Bateswar about the
southwester maritime Silk Route—the artery
between the Silk Road by the Gobi desert and
the maritime route via the Indian Ocean.
What made Zheng He’s voyage memorable, at
least for the Ming dynasty, was the gift that he
procured from the Bengal court in 1415.
Zheng He brought a live giraffe as a royal pres-
ent for the Chinese Emperor Yongle. The
Chinese took the giraffe to be a living example
of the qirin, a mythological animal that was
said to herald good luck, auspicious begin-
nings, and sagely wisdom. The animal was sup-
posed to be horned, hooved, and so graceful
that it did not even bother the grass as it
walked.  A court poet at that time wrote: 

“Gentle is this animal, that has in antiquity
been seen but once,

The manifestation of its divine spirit rises up
to heaven’s abode.” 

The ferrying of the giraffe may give you an idea of the enormous size of the Chinese vessel.  The 2007 rescue of a 30-
metre wooden vessel Nanhai-1 shipwreck from the seabed of South China Sea, presently showcased at a museum in
Guangdong province is a testimony of China’s supremacy in the Maritime Silk Road.  The restoration is considered a
tremendous feat for marine archeology (comparable only to Vassa museum in Sweden) as well as China’s commitment
to digging up of the forgotten past with all its former glory.     

President Xi Jinping's "One Belt, One Road" initiative of reviving the ancient Silk Road is inspired by the same spirit.
A road that once connected the East with the West is not a mere historical fact or a dream of a poet or a sage. It has
once again become a reality. With the holding of the Kolkata to Kunming car rally in 2013, the road connectivity in
the region has opened up the possibility of generating enormous prosperity for the countries involved. In 2015, China
proposed the building of a 3000-mile rail network to foster connectivity in the K2K region. 

But these proposed networks need to take the paranoia, suspicion, ambivalence or willful ignorance that I mentioned
earlier into consideration. Long after Atisha, Rabindranath Tagore went twice to China with a similar dream of estab-
lishing a peaceful Asia. His lectures were interrupted by picketers distributing leaflets against his dream-like spirituali-
ty. Bangabandhu too recognized the great importance of China as he visited China in 1952 and 1957 with the Chinese
first premier Zhou Enlai visiting Dhaka in 1956. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has taken special initiatives to translate
and publish the journals that Bangabandhu kept during his China visits hoping that they would contribute significant-
ly to the remaking of the history of China Bangladesh relationship. I mention the travel timeline to underscore the
background of the present initiatives of building a foundation for a solid future relationship.  

We live in a different world where we can look at the success of regional cooperation at other parts of the world and pur-
sue a shared dream. But in order to materialize such a dream, we need to promote and culture our shared memory. The
finds at the archeological sites, the mentioning of place names in stories and poems will confirm the people to people con-
nectivity. For instance, nobody would have known of Atisha had there been no Sharat Chandra Das. We need similar proj-
ects, serious scholarly undertakings and their translation and presentation in popular media such as blogs, TV serials, doc-
umentaries, newspaper articles or feature films. I look forward to a day when we won’t be needing an interpreter to know
where the Other has come from, and when we can engage with the Other with a familiar greetings and stories.

Professor Shamsad Mortuza, currently on leave from Dhaka University, is the Head of the Department of English and
Humanities, University of Liberal Arts, Bangladesh. 
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Bangladesh-China Relationship : A heritage of Knowledge and Culture

Professor Dr. Sukomal Barua

Bangladesh and China are countries with long heritage and culture, and have an ancient his-
tory of relations between both. 

The first among the Chinese monks who came to ancient Bengal was Fa-hien. He set his foot
on this soil in A.D. 399 and stayed here up to A.D. 414. One of his objectives was the collec-
tion of Buddhist manuscripts, and the discovery of original copy of the Vinaya text for transcrib-
ing the same and introducing it in his country. The only place he visited and now included in
Bengal was Tamralipta or the modern town of Tamluk in Bengal (now the district of Medinipur
in West Bengal). Fa-hien sojourned here for two years, wrote out his sutras and drew pictures of
images. According to him, there were 22 monasteries with residents and thus his evidence is
indicative of the prosperity of Buddhism in Bengal in the early part of the fifth century.

Fa-hien was followed by Hiuen T’s-ang. He came to India in 629. A.D. He toured India more extensively than Fa-hien
and his account is much more detailed than that of his predecessor.

Hiuen T’s-ang’s narrative throws welcome light on the condition of Buddhism in Bengal during his time. He gives us
information about the number of monks and monasteries in the territories he had visited. According to him, there were
20, 30, 10 and more than 10 monasteries in Pundravardhana, Samatata, Tamralipti and Karnasuvarna (the parts of
ancient Bengal) respectively.

I-tsing, another eminent Chinese traveller, come to India and visited Tamralipta in A.D. 673. He has left a valuable
account of his knowledge and experiences, in which he has stated that as many as fifty-six Chinese priests visited ancient
Bengal (now Inida & Bangaldesh) and the neighbouring countries during the later half of the seventh century. One of
these priests named Sheng-chi has furnished valuable information about the state of Buddhism in Samatata.

Among a few other Chinese pilgrims who came to Bengal mention may be made of Ta Ch’eng-teng and Tao-lin. I-tsing
met the former at Tamralipti. Ta Ch’eng-teng stayed at Tamralipti for 12 years, and became an adept in Sanskrit Buddhist
texts and one return to his country gave an exposition of the Nidanasastra of Ullanga. Tao-lin also stayed in Tamralipti
for three years, acquired a well-vast knowledge of Sanskrit and became a master of the Sarvastivadi sect. 

The extracts from the Chinese sources quoted above testify to the flourishing condition of Buddhism in Bengal from the
beginning of the fifth century onwards, if not from an earlier period. And among the territories where Buddhism enjoyed
popularity Tamralipti seems to have been the foremost, though in later times Buddhism found a more congenial home
in Samatata or South east Bengal.

Mentioned above that, Hiuen-T-Sang, a famous Chinese pilgrim visited samatata kingdom in the 7th century A.D.
According to his  statement that there were 30 Buddhist monasteries and above 2000 brethren were live is Samatata, all
of them were the follows of the sthavir school.

In all respect Pandit Shilabhadra of 7th century was the greatest glorious son of Samatata kingdom. He was born in 529
A.D. and breathed his last in 654 A.D. He was a son of Buddhist Royal khadga dynasty of Samatata (625-725 A.D.) in
the 7th centurey, which was stated by Mr. Dinesh Chandra Sen in his remarkable authentic book of ‘Brihat Banga’.
Shilabhadra was the principal of Nalanda University. During that time Hiuen T’s-ang paid a visit in 673 A.D. to Nalanda
University and accepted his (Ven. Shilabhadra) discipleship with view to studying the different subjects of Buddhism
there. Ven. Shilabhardra himself was an expert to teach the various subjects like Philosopy, Grammar, Philology, Medical
science etc. with equal effiency. 

It is notable that, during that time the Karnasuvarna and Pundravardhana, the two importent parts of Bengal are carried
out the Buddhist heritage. Hiuen T’s-ang has mentioned two monasteries by name. Lo-to-mo-chi and Po-shi-po, the former
in Karnasuvarna and the latter in Pundravardhana. Apparently there were more famous than others in the territoris they
belonged to. Lo-to-mo-chi is regarded as the Chinese transliteration of the Indian Raktamarttika and its site has been ascer-
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tained on the combined testimony of the
sealings bearing the legend Sri-
Raktamarttika-Mahavihara, the structur-
al remains of stupas and shrines with
Rajbaridange near the Ciruti railway sta-
tion (since named as Karnasuvarna) now
in the Murshidabad district of West
Bengal.

Another Buddhist Mahavihara, the
Salban at Mainamati in the Comilla dis-
trict in the old-time Samatata was foun-
dations of stupas and structural remains
as well as Buddhist images from the
eighth century onwards seems to con-
firm the Chinese evidence regarding the
flourishing condition of Buddhism in
Samatata though this evidence belongs
to about a century earlier.

The accounts of Fa-hien, Hiuen T’s-ang
and I-tsing show that Hinayana or Theravada Buddhism was predominant during their days, but that it was replaced by
Mahayana and its developed form styled Vajrayana-Tantarayana has been amply born out by Tibetan texts and archaeo-
logical remains. The Tibetan texts, for instance provide us with valuable information regarding the monastic cum-aca-
demic establishments of later days like the Vikramasila, Somapura. Odanta pura and Jagaddala. In other words whille
the Chinese evidence is to reckoned with for the history of  Buddhism of the pre-Pala period, the Tibetan literature is of
immense help for that of the Pala age. In the pre-Pala period the list of foreign students and teachers of the viharas of
Nalanda and Tamralipti included eminent scholars like Fa-hien, Hiuen T’s-ang and I-tsing. The academic and cultural
excange missions went on in full swing till the las days of the Palas. Factors responsible for this phenomenon, however,
deserve to pondered over.

Sarat Chandra Das, the eminent Buddhist Pandit in Bengal, was a pioneer explorer and a pioneer scholar. Besides an
adventurous traveller he was also a famous linguist, historian and expert in geography. He was well-acquainted with reli-
gious, cultural, economic and political conditions of Tibet

The book ‘Indian Pandits in the Land of Snow’ presents the four lectures given by Sarat Chandra Das. The work Pandita
thus stands out as a monument of the migration of Buddhism and Buddhist learning into Trans-Himalayan highlands
(Introduction)’. These lectures carried the authority of the great academician and were informed with data, most of which
were Das’s own discovery. This book contains information taken from Sanskrit, Pali, Tibetan and Chinese sources and
gives a picture of Tibet in the last quarter of the 19th century and on all admission Tibet remained much the same till
1950 (First print : 1893- reprinted in 1965). His another work ‘An introduction to the Grammar of the Tibetan
Language’ (1915) is designed not only to help the general reader to grasp the grammatical structure of the Tibetan lan-
guage, but also the Buddhist scholar who is particularly interseted in the vast Tibetan literature which includes almost
all the Buddhist works of India. The monumental work ‘A Tibetan-English Dictionary : with Sanskrit Synonyms’ was
compiled by him in 1902 and was reprinted several times.

The Ven. Atish Dipankar was one of the great disseminators of culture and friendship between Bangladesh and China
in ancient times. As an ancient Buddhist master of Bengal (Bangladesh), he has made much contribution of great impor-
tance to the Buddhist culture of the Tibetan region in China.

In the last part of the 10th century (982 A.D.) Atisa Dipankar Srignan was born in a Royal family of Vajrajogini under
Vikrampur parganas of Dhaka, Bangladesh, His father Kalyansiri was then a Feudal King under the Buddhist Pala Dynasty
of the then Bengal. His mother, Queen Prabhavati was a debout Buddhist laity. His original name was Chandragarbha.
‘Atish’ meaning “Superiority” was the title of honour conferred on him by Tibetan King Byan-Chub hod of Mnahris, and
“Dipankar Srignan”, an ordained name, was given by his teacher Mahasangika Acharya Silarakshita of Odantapuri after
initiation into Sramanera (novice). At the age of 19 he took the sacred vows from Acharya Silarakshita.
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He visited Tibet in the year 1038 A.D. He cleared the Buddhism of Tibet of its foreign and heretic elements which had
completely tarnished it, and restored to its  former purity and splendour. He was the spiritual guide and teacher of II
Bromton, the founder of the first grand hierarchy of Tibet. He was fully a humanist monk and also a dedicated social work-
er and always prepared to sacrifice his life for the welfare of the people. During that time, Tibet under the Tartar Emperors
of China, historically in the 13th century A.D. Tibet is the land of monasteries. Her history chiefly comprises records of
the establishment of monasteries and temples and their endowments by the state, chiefs and nobles of the country, com-
mencing from the middle of the 7th century A.D. to the 18th century. Ven. Atish breathed his last at the age of seventy
two on the 18th day of September in 1054 A.D. His disciples and followers erected chetiyas (stupas) at the Sne-than and
the Ra-sgren monasteries and at Yar-Kluns and some other places to preserve the ashes for the worship of posterity.

By assiduously working for seventeen years in Tibet, the Ven. Atish has made very remarkable contributions to the
Buddhism in that region of China in those days. Throughout the following centuries he has always been highly respect-
ed by the Buddhists. Many of his personal belongings, including a bronze stupa, several religious robes, etc. are still pre-
served in the Ra-sgren, the Sňe-than and the Mtho-Idin monasteries separately. After the peaceful liberation of Tibet, the
People’s Government of China has given careful protection to the monasteries, stupas and other articles connected with
the Ven. Atish. We firmly believe that these relics will surely encourage and promote the friendship and solidarity among
the Buddhists and people of China and Bangladesh in the future. 

As gesture of long friendship between Bangladesh and China through the exchange of holy Atisa Relics by the
Government of the People’s Republic of China in the year 1978. By the patronization of Sahid (Late) President Ziaur
Rahman, Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha, a Regional Centre of the World Fellowship of Buddhists brought
a part of holy ash relics of the Ven. Atisa from the People’s Republic of China to Bangladesh. The presentation of this
holy relics by the Chinese Government has cemented and strengthened the cultural relations and prolonged friendship
between Bangladesh and China. We hope that it will continue to grow further in the days to come.

Professor Dr. Sukomal Barua, Former Chairman, Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies,  University of Dhaka & President,
World Buddhist Federation-Bangladesh Chapter.
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RMG Industry: An area of reciprocal 
benefits for Bangladesh and China

Faruque Hassan

Bangladesh and China has long been sharing a friendly relationship that has only grown
stronger over time. The connection between the two nations is historical, dating back centuries.
Formal diplomatic relationship established four and a half decades ago has brought Bangladesh
and China closer making them trusted friends and development partners. This "time-tested, all-
weather friendship” has contribute to deepening trade ties between the two nations. Both neigh-
boring countries have been engaged in bilateral cooperation in several sectors. 

While Bangladesh is a huge market for Chinese products, massive structural shift in the for-
mer’s economy is creating huge opportunities for us, especially for our ready-made garment
(RMG) industry. Presently, Bangladesh is the second largest exporter of RMG products after
China in the world market which occupies 39.3% of global clothing exports while our share

is 5.9% only. China’s gradual reduction of bulk apparel production due to higher wages has created room for our appar-
el industry to increase its share in the world market. Moreover, China is now interested in manufacturing products that
require greater skills, better technology and more investment in advanced equipment. Besides, we see China, despite
being the largest apparel manufacturer in the world, as a major export destination for Bangladesh due to its fast-expand-
ing middle-class population. With about 1.3 billion population, China has a $150-billion local apparel market. Presently
Chinese garment manufacturers mainly produce high-end products for Western retailers. At the same time Beijing has
been offering Bangladesh duty-free access to around 60 percent of entire product lines, including apparel, which will be
increased to 97 percent very soon. This has created opportunities for Bangladesh to have a larger share of the Chinese
market. Bangladesh exported garments worth $341.22 million to China in fiscal year 2015-16 (July 2015 – June 2016),
an increase of 11.80 percent from the previous year.

However, China has never been
a competitor of Bangladesh in
the global apparel market;
rather extended its cooperation
in the development of our
RMG industry. Bangladesh
imports most of its raw materi-
als for our RMG industry from
China. We import machinery,
man-made fiber, yarn, fabric,
chemicals, dyes, Trims,
Accessories etc. from China.
Besides, many Chinese experts
are working in Bangladesh’s
RMG and textile industries.
Therefore, expansion of our
RMG industry means increase
in China’s export of raw materi-
als to Bangladesh. So, there lies
reciprocal trade benefits for
both Bangladesh and China. 
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Bangladesh has witnessed remarkable economic growth in the last few years. Moreover, the country has set the ‘Vision
2021’ which is a planned articulation of how we will turn to a middle income country. We will need strong and steady
industrial growth to achieve the Vision 2021. And it is our RMG industry that has both capacity and potential to sup-
plement Bangladesh’s Vision 2021. In line with the ‘Vision 2021’ Bangladesh has fixed a target of US$50 billion from
RMG exports by 2021. 

To achieve this target our RMG industry will need to shift focus from basic items to mid- and high-end garment items.
For that we will need modern machinery and expertise. Since China is now shifting to high-tech industries, they can pro-
vide Bangladesh with knowledge and expertise in producing high-end and branded fashion items.

Besides, we will need more support from our backward linkage industries to take our RMG industry forward. With the
rapid growth of the RMG industry, the backward linkage industry has also grown quite significantly. Bangladesh has suc-
ceeded to increase the capacity of yarn production from 1.5 million kg in 1994 to more than 2100 million kg at present.
Similarly, production of fabrics for domestic and export markets has also increased. But growth of the woven textile indus-
try remains stagnant as it meets only 30%-35% of the demand. However, most of apparel items produced in Bangladesh
are cotton based. It means the country has opportunities in manmade fiber based apparel, specially fabrics made of MMF
like viscose, rayon, spandex, polyester, etc. where Bangladesh has a huge market, but production capacity is still insignif-
icant. So Chinese investors can invest in the area of textile production in Bangladesh. 

Faruque Hassan is the Senior Vice President of Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA). 
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THE ROMANCE OF CHINA - A JOURNEY BACK IN MEMORY LANE

Abu Naser Wahid

When we talk or think of China, the first thing that springs up in mind is that she is the
world’s most populous country ( I.4 billion people ) and area wise a very large country. Not
always one is aware of other facts that she is heir to five thousand year long civilization and
the world’s oldest continuously existing centralised state with almost an unchanged border.
Paper, Tea and Silk are the pleasure / vital items which are the Chinese gifts to the world.
Also is the interesting knowledge that the Chinese language has no alphabets but only char-
acters which are learnt to be around 3000 in numbers allowing people to express and com-
municate all aspects of human needs. It was also a country with which Bangladesh enjoyed
close contact for over fifteen hundred years. Not only Chinese scholars and travellers came to
our land, a renowned scholar Atish Dipankar from Dhaka was persuaded in the eleventh cen-
tury by a Tibetan king to go to Lasha to head the most prestigious university there. The ash

of his remains was gifted to Bangladesh in 1978 i.e. after about 900 years of his passing away. The fact that a person’s
last remains were so carefully preserved for so long speaks volume about that person’s stature. History also tells us that
there was strong maritime relationship between China and Bangladesh in the 12th and 13th centuries. Indeed, a map
produced in the 13th century and now displayed at Urumuqi Museum in Xinjiang, China showed Chittagong as the
most important port in the Indian Subcontinent. Besides, we also know that in the 15th century Bangladesh sultans had
maintained regular contacts with Chinese emperors of Ming dynasty and exchanged gifts. The most important example
of such exchanges was the gift of a Giraffe -considered as a highly auspicious animal - sent by Sultan Ghiasuddin Azam
Shah to the Chinese emperor Yong Le in 1414. A painting record of that important event is kept at the Chinese National
Museum in Beijing. So China and the Chinese people had always a place of admiration in our horizon. That sense of
adoration was further enhanced when the Chinese economy started growing at a fast rate after the pragmatic leader of
China : Deng Xiaoping in 1978 had boldly adopted a new policy of economic management calling it “socialist market
economy with Chinese characteristics “ replacing the one in vogue since founding of the Peoples Republic of China in
1949. Deng Xiaoping’s well known dictum that "the colour of the cat - whether it is black and white - does not matter as
long it catches mice had a great appeal to us." That meant result achieved is more important than being tied to an ortho-
dox idea and that the leaders should have the courage to go against the established wisdom.

2. Naturally I was elated when in 1992 an opportunity came in my way to be in China by way of getting an appointment
in our Embassy in Beijing. We lived in Beijing for about 5 years. We had an enjoyable and rewarding experience. It was
also a great time to be in China and observe the process of high speed transformation of the Chinese economy from that
of a fully command economy to a quasi- capitalist economy embracing the concept of having a sizable private sector and
making all investment decisions on the basis of market signals. This new course caused the unfolding of the huge possi-
bilities and as would be seen eventually to have propelled China in two decades time to become the world’s second largest
economy. That also the time when the policy of one child per family was being rigidly enforced to complement the
process of accelerating the rate of growth of the economy.

3. The first surprise that struck us on our arrival in Beijing in 1992 was that the foreigners were required to shop at des-
ignated shops named : Friendship Shops and pay for the purchases not in Chinese Yuan but in a special currency :
Foreign Exchange Certificates received in exchange of US Dollars. The Friendship stores had plentiful supplies of qual-
ity items. But the other stores had many empty shelves. Most of those shops including even saloons and tailoring hous-
es were government owned. It was a wired experience to pay before getting a haircut and for using the tailoring services.
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The stalls at the fish and vegetable markets were however privately owned. We learned soon to use these private stores
despite the legal grey area.

4. The Chinese families at that time had weekly entitlements of milk and eggs similar to our old rationing system.
Presumably, these items were in short supply in those days. The varieties of vegetables available in the markets were also not
large even in the high summer period: June - September. We also learned that choice of vegetable will get narrower from
October onwards. Indeed, we were advised by our Chinese friends to buy a good quantity of Chinese cabbage available in
September and stock them on the cornices of the verandas of our flat. We were assured that Beijing winter being severe
would preserve those cabbages as if they were kept in a freezer. Most of the Chinese families used to fend off the scarcity of
vegetable items during winter months in that way.

5. The rather restricted choice of vegetables available in the normal market (not in the Friendship Stores) was however
eased by the second year of our stay in 1993. We were pleasantly surprised to see in April that the vegetable markets were
having supplies - though in modest quantities - of a larger number of varieties of vegetables we were told that it was a new
phenomenon. By 1994, the vegetable markets were flooded with supplies of various types of vegetables - produced by
using a new technology of covering the fields with thin transparent plastic sheets to stave off frost and reduce chill fac-
tor. But the real factor behind this stupendous development, we learnt, was the progression and deepening of the gov-
ernment’s policy initiated in 1978 of abandoning the commune system and giving the peasants the right to use a portion
of the commune land to produce the items of their choice. So many peasants opted to produce vegetables which fetched
higher returns for them and thus a kind of rural rejuvenation process started taking roots in the rural areas.

6. At about this time we could see that a number of small shops owned and operated by one or two persons were spring-
ing up in droves. Also came on scene a number of hawkers plying different wares on their mobile four wheel cycle vans.
These group, we came to learn were primarily from southern provinces like: Guangdong, Fujian, Zhejiang etc which were
exposed first to the process of opening up policy on a a pilot project basis and where some smart people had mastered
the ropes of privately owned and operated businesses. 

7. We all know that People Republic of China came into existence in 1949 on the dream of creating an egalitarian socie-
ty and lifting the standard of living for all Chinese people. To facilitate creation of an egalitarian society, ownership of any
form of private property was almost entirely prohibited in1949. All land - -both rural and urban - stood vested in the state
as also all commercial, financial and industrial enterprises. In the rural areas, all land in an area were collectivised under
a local area commune. All the production and marketing matters of a commune were decided collectively and which even-
tually sapped the spirit of new initiative and innovation. As a result, the rate of growth of the economy decelerated badly
in the seventies. The command economy model was abandoned in 1978 in favour of a new policy which called for creat-
ing a socialist market economy with Chinese characteristics. In reality, this new system meant building of a system of quasi-
capitalist mode of production and ownership giving personal profit making a place of pride. The operation of the new
model was started first as pilot projects in parts of a few provinces in the south and east of the country and then slowly
introduced in other areas as experiences were gained. 1990s were the period when a large part of the country had been
brought under new dispensation. One could see the fruits of operation of the new policy both in the rural areas and in
the streets of the cities. Beijing and other big cities saw a flowering of small and medium scale enterprises created by some
of these enterprising migrants. The government in line with its new policy of helping to create a strong private sector came
up with many supportive policies and incentives. Private foreign investors were welcomed with open arms. The concept of
having joint-ventures combing state owned enterprises with local and foreign private sector partners became a robust vehi-
cle for economy’s growth. SEZs (Special Economic Zones) were created in designated places where Tax relief and other
incentives were provided to private sector investors - local and foreign. Foreign direct investment started soaring. The guid-
ing principle was to intelligently space the opening up of different sectors and allowing the people to amass wealth. 

8. However some vestiges of yesteryear regulations continued to impede the efforts and hard work of many of these budding
entrepreneurs from other provinces. A system called : Hukou system stood in the way of an enterprising Chinese person‘s
effort to improve his life. Under this system, a Chinese person could not legally move outside of his village or the city where
he was born and acquire the official right of residence for living in a new place. Without this right of residence, no person
could access the hospital, educational and banking services in a place out side his own. Aside from impacting adversely on
the quality of life of enterprising person who had moved to a place of his choice or requirement, it also stood on the way of
the hapless migrant labourers settling in metropolitan areas where their labour could fetch higher returns. Nonetheless, in
nineties Beijing and other big cities saw a great influx of migrant workers specially from impoverished provinces like Anhui,
Henan, Gansu etc as they were brought in for working in the big infrastructural projects undertaken in those cities. 
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9. In tandem with the fast changing economic scene of
the mid nineties, general peoples’ lives were also under-
going fast changes. They had started acquiring ‘ four
rounds ‘i.e. bicycles, sewing machines, wristwatches &
washing machines and yearning for three electrics were
(phones, television and refrigerators). We remember to
have been pleasantly surprised when our Driver Mr.
Wang one day in June, 1995 after coming back from a
day’s casual leave proudly announced that he had
bought a refrigerator on the day before. Along with
these visible signs of improvements in material life of an
Chinese person, came an undisguised pride and confi-
dence about brighter future and an urge to be counted
as a top country specially by the western nations.

10. Another noteworthy change occurred at a surpris-
ingly fast pace in Beijing and other big cities at about
the same time. In 1992, the stores including roadside
eateries were closed by 6-30 pm.By middle of 1994, a good number of eating places were open until 9 pm. US Fast Food
giant Macdonald were allowed to open their shops in early 1995. What a change it induced! Within a year a good num-
ber of newly opened western style coffee shops, ice cream parlours and of course Macdonald restaurants were operating
past midnight. Increasing number of Chinese people - specially the younger persons ignoring their usual lunch timing of
11-30 am to 1 pm and dinner between 5-30 pm to 6-30 pm were now flocking into these establishments at different hours
relishing the choices which were unfolding before them. The Chinese people always considered their cuisine superior to
other nations but the young people quickly learned to enjoy cuisines of other countries. 

It would not probably be out of place if a few words are now said about Chinese styles of cuisine. In Chinese banquets,
the number of items offered are very large averaging between 15 - 20 items and all to be served individually in sequence
and eaten likewise. Sometimes uninitiated guests could not foresee the number of items that would arrive. They would
be full by the time more tastier items arrived and served as the banquet moves towords its finale. The Chinese people are
always gracious hosts and usually they attend and serve all guests at a table.

11. Despite these changes in Chinese lifestyle and attitude, the Chinese persons continued to hold on to their ardour for
hard work and punctuality which deserve special mention. They are always punctual in attending to work and even social
functions. We cannot recall a day when our Chinese driver or Chinese maid were late in reporting for work. These work-
ers were also not even our employees but were Chinese government employees and seconded to us by the concerned
Chinese government body. But we never noticed any slackness in attitude or work while they were with us. Even the
Chinese guests to a party would always arrive on dot.

12. All these qualities of devotion to work, confidence about a better future along with the implementation of intelligent
regulations prescribed under the visionary policy of building socialist market economy with Chinese characteristics trig-
gered the unlocking of the potential of the Chinese economy. This process was consciously advanced with consistently
high level of investment ( 9% of GDP ) in upgrading the infrastructural facilities by building new road, ports, augment-
ing supplies of electricity etc. The growth of the Chinese economy in 1992/93 was a staggering 13%. We now know that
the momentum generated in 1990s continued almost uninterruptedly till 2015 and the Chinese economy grew at an aver-
age of 10% over the last twenty five years. This sustained rate of growth has lifted over 700 million Chinese people out
of poverty in this period. Between 1990 and 2014, the average per capita income in China increased 13 fold in real terms
whereas it has less than tripled in the world as whole. No wonder that the Chinese shopping malls are now crowded with
shoppers as are the roads clogged with unending traffic.

13. Keeping pace with the growth of her economy, China’s global trade also increased phenomenally in all these years
and by now she has emerged as the worlds largest trading nation. In 1994, the total value of imports & exports was $200
billion. In 2015, the value of her export grew to $2.28 trillion while her import was worth $1.68 trillion. China has by
now piled up a big foreign exchange reserve of $3.30 trillion- -mostly stashed in the US Treasury Bonds. To safeguard her
future trade interests as also for creating a secured and faster transportation network for carrying goods to and from other
markets, China is now proposing new initiatives like: The Silk Road Economic Belt & 21ST Century Maritime Silk Road
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or the One Belt, One Road ( OBOR ). These planned Belt and Road while would provide faster connection between
China with European economies would also provide benefits to countries en route through creation of new infrastruc-
tural facilities and new trade facilitation measures. One of the routes of the Belt would link China with South East Asian
and South Asian countries including Bangladesh and then going onwards to Europe. Another Chinese high profile ini-
tiative is the creation of Asian Infrastructural Investment Bank (AIIB ) with headquarter in Beijing.

14. While OBOR Initiative of China clearly demonstrates her enlightened concern for a shared prosperity with other coun-
tries alongside her own, one could also say that she has been likewise mindful in the past in assisting fellow developing
countries as she surged past them. She had been associated with a number of Bangladesh development projects since mid
eighties specially in road sector. In the mid nineties her most significant contribution in my understanding was her partic-
ipation in Bara Pukuria Coal Mine Project which opened a new horizon for Bangladesh. Since then, China had partici-
pated in a number of important projects. Of course, the name of China is now associated with a number of iconic proj-
ects like: ongoing Padma Bridge and upcoming Karnaphuli River Tunnel Project etc. We are also aware that the continu-
ous march ahead of the Chinese economy means also a boon for Bangladesh as it creates a bigger market for our exportable
at our door step. We will be able to derive benefit of this great opportunity if we strive harder to get our acts right.

15. However, any success has also its cost side. The phenomenal growth of Chinese economy has of course occurred at
a cost - albeit a great one. The Chinese society since creation of the Peoples Republic of China in1949 and until the early
nineties had been a rather equal society. But it has now become a highly unequal society with 1% of the Chinese house-
holds controlling one third of country’s assets ( as per a Beijing University study carried out earlier this year.) Beijing has
now 568 billionaires which is more than New York has and that these 568 Chinese billionaires are worth more than the
total GDP of Australia. However, the good news is that a big middle class has also emerged in this period.. It is estimat-
ed that the middle class size is over 225 million household (The Economist,7 JULY,2016 )The presence of this big mass
of middle class will hopefully come to play a stabilising role in the country.

16. Another significant cost borne by Chinese people was the requirement of having to be restricted to one child per fam-
ily over the last three decades needs a special mention here. That policy was initiated in early eighties was quite rigidly
enforced to keep down the rate of growth of China’s population to allow it to maintain a high rate of growth of the econ-
omy. That policy had caused all the emotional and financial resources of a child’s two parents and four grand parents to
be concentrated on a single child. Thus these children grew as healthier and better schooled but now with hind sight one
is not sure if these highly pampered generation has been able to internalise the skills needed to share and shoulder the
burden of future social responsibilities. Fortunately, this one child policy has been lately reversed substantially and a fam-
ily would now be allowed to have two children. This new dispensation would also go a long way to redress the upcoming
problem of a low ratio of working age adult in relation to over 65s. It is predicted that the ratio of working adult to over
65s would go down to 2.5:1 by 2050 from the current level of 12:I. 

17. Another cost which was not given enough credence earlier but has now come to the fore. It is the issue of rather wide
spread degradation caused to environment due the urge for quick implementation of development projects by different
authorities ignoring the needs for better coordination and in depth examination of various emission related issues. Lately
on a number of occasion Beijing’s sky became over cast with smog causing panic and the resultant poor air quality caused
the young and the elderly ones to suffer badly. This toxic phenomenon was the result of unplanned citing of many fac-
tories in Beijing’s neighbourhood. The Chinese authoritative are now resolutely busy in confronting this problem to
ensure protection of peoples’ health and future.

18. Every society or country confronts different sets of challenges at each stage of its development. China is now facing
her fair share of those - some of which was narrated above. We are sure that China will overcome them to continue on
the course of fast development to achieve the goals of - Two Hundreds - set in “ Chinese Dream “ by the Hon’ble
President H. E Xi Jinping for : (i) making China a moderately well- off society by 2021 - the 100th anniversary of creation
of the Communist Party of China - and for ( ii) making China a fully developed nation by 2049 - ie by the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China. We as the time honored admirer and friend of Chinese people
wish them success in this noble venture. 

Abu Naser Wahid is a retired Joint Secretary, Government of Bangladesh and Adviser, Bangladesh-China People's Friendship Association.
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Xi Jinping’s stopover to Dhaka

Barrister Harun ur Rashid

China is Bangladesh’s near neighbour as China’s border is just about 200 miles from
Bangladesh border in straight line- distance over the Himalayas. The interaction between peo-
ple of both countries dates back to centuries.   

Bangladesh and China have already celebrated 40 years of establishing diplomatic ties.
Relationship with China has become one of the priorities of successive governments of
Bangladesh.

The heads of government of Bangladesh, irrespective of their political affiliations, invariably
visited China and met with Chinese leaders to strengthen relations in every possible sector.
Both nations seek partnership based on common interests in meeting the major challenges
to global and regional economic growth, peace and security.

China’s relations are not confined to state- to- state basis. China has interest to develop party-
to-party relations and exchange political party officials between the two countries. For example, at the invitation of the
International Department of the CPC Central Committee, a young cadre study group of the Bangladesh Awami League
regularly visits  China. This year in October AL has invited to its council foreign delegates including from China.

The president of the People’s Republic of China, Xi Jinping, is likely to pay a state visit Bangladesh in the second week
of October, according to diplomatic sources.

The two sides have started taking preparations for this high level visit though they are yet to announce the date of the
tour and itinerary.

Xi Jinping is going to visit Dhaka at the invitation of his Bangladeshi counterpart, President Abdul Hamid.   The Chinese
president is expected to hold official talks with Bangladesh’s Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, sources said.

An inter-ministerial meeting was held at the foreign ministry for chalking out the preparatory works of the visit. Foreign
secretary Md. Shahidul Haque presided over the meeting.

The two leaders, Sheikh Hasina and Xi Jinping, are expected to visit Indian state Goa, on October 15 and 16.

Sheikh Hasina will visit India to
attend the summit of BIMSTEC
(Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation) mem-
ber states on the sidelines of the
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa) sum-
mit, to be held in Goa on
October 15 and 16, respectively,
Indian high commissioner to
Bangladesh, Harsh Vardhan
Shringla said on July 24.

Xi Jinping is expected to join the
BRICS summit in Goa.   India
assumed chairmanship of
BRICS from Russia on February
15 and the tenure will last until
December 31.
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Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited China in June 2014.  The Prime Minister is keen to build infrastruc-
ture and development projects in Bangladesh so as to make the country a middle income country by 2021.  The impor-
tant projects include a rail bridge over the Jamuna river and a high-speed “chord” train line between Dhaka and Comilla.
Another project envisaged under the loan is the construction of a 4.8km long dual-gauge double-track rail bridge — par-
allel to the Bangabandhu Jamuna Bridge. 

The government of Bangladesh reportedly is seeking Chinese soft loan for 20 years with a grace period of 5 years for 14
infrastructure projects.

It is reported that government has decided that Padma Multi-purpose bridge, the country's largest-ever infrastructure
project, is to be built by China Major Bridge Engineering Company (CMBEC).  The CMBEC will get the $1.55 billion
job against a revised estimated cost of $1.77 billion.

China wanted to invest about 350 million US dollars in various sectors of Bangladesh for product diversification, value
addition as well as enhancement of exports for mutual benefits of the two countries. 

China has been a major supplier of defence materials in Bangladesh. Senior armed officials including chief of the armed
services have developed cooperative relations with their counter- parts.   China agreed to increase the number of schol-
arships to Bangladeshi students from 80 to 150 within the next three years.

China’s help is necessary in Bangladesh’s efforts to mitigate the severe effects of climate change in the shape of floods
and other natural calamities. In river training and dredging China has enormous reservoir of technology which it can
share with Bangladesh.

Future Cooperation with China may be explored in the following areas:

• Water resource management

• Renewable use energy : solar, wind power and biomass

• Education, family planning, herbal medicine., nuclear power

• Promotion of Chinese trade-related investment in Bangladesh and establishment of an exclusive EPZ for China

• Shifting of low-end industries to Bangladesh from China, (such as garments and leather)

• Maritime Security including sea lanes of communication in the Indian Ocean

It is clear that Bangladesh needs to develop with China a truly modern partnership, one that is practical, open and
engaged to meet the global and regional challenges.

Barrister Harun ur Rashid, Former Bangladesh Ambassador to the UN, Geneva.
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Growing together with an all-weather friend

AKM Moinuddin

China, one of the world’s most ancient civilizations, has a recorded history of nearly 4,000
years. Bangladesh has already celebrated 40th anniversary of the establishment of diplomat-
ic relations with China, a country which has now become an all-weather friend of
Bangladesh. The relationship between Bangladesh and China are based on the principles of
sovereign equality, peaceful co-existence, mutual trust and respect for each other’s sovereign-
ty, territorial integrity and non-interference in each other’s internal affairs.

A new dimension in long relations of friendship emerged when the newly independent
Bangladesh and China had established diplomatic relations in 1975. In the following years,
China’s unwavering commitment to Bangladesh's socio-economic development has time
and again been substantiated by its continued efforts to assist Bangladesh in fulfilling the
wishes and desires of people.

We are now going through a landmark phase in Bangladesh-China relationship, recent activities in various fields show
the evidence. If we revisit the history, we find, for centuries, the people of Bangladesh and China have visited each
other, shared knowledge and ideas. People from both sides have been benefitted mutually from that process. The long
journey of friendship has been enriched by illustrious personalities like Fa Xian, Xuan Zang, Atish Dipankar and
Admiral Zheng He. Continuing on that tradition in more recent times, according to our Foreign Ministry document,
two great leaders - Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Chinese Premier Zhou En Lai fur-
ther cemented friendship through exchange of visits.

The friendship between Bangladesh and China has gained significant momentum since 1975. More importantly, the
two friendly countries have established the comprehensive partnership of cooperation. The statistics show that the trade
volume has reached US$ 14.7 in 2015. The friendship bridges, the Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, the
Barapukuria Coal Mine Development and Coal-fired Thermal Power Plant Projects, to name a few, bear testimony of
Sino-Bangladesh cooperation.

China has provided numerous assistances to support Bangladesh’s economic and social progress, including the seven
China-Bangladesh Friendship Bridges and Bangabandhu International Convention Center (BICC). Recently,
Bangladesh and China have reached consensus on the 8th China-Bangladesh Friendship Bridge and China-Bangladesh
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Friendship Exposition Center. The Chinese will donate a batch of medical, disaster relief and agriculture instruments
to Bangladesh and is working on comprehensive plan of flood prevention and promoting hybrid rice technology. China
also provides a large number of scholarship to Bangladeshi students. Last year, according to Chinese Embassy in Dhaka,
nearly one thousand governmental officials and students went to China for training and further study.

Today, many people find China as an all-weather friend of Bangladesh. There are many reasons. We know Bangladesh
has gone through difficult times after Holey Artisan Bakery attack on July 1. Many foreigners refrained from visiting
Bangladesh and a number of countries issued travel alerts and advised their nationals to remain cautious while travel-
ing to Bangladesh. But visits from China to Bangladesh, at different levels, continued even after security alerts issued
by some foreign countries. When I met Chinese Ambassador in Dhaka Ma Minqiang at the foreign ministry here, few
days back, he confirmed about the uninterrupted incoming visits from his country.

Meanwhile, both sides held the 14th round of the Bangladesh-China Joint Commission on Economic and Trade
Cooperation (JEC) on August 22 in Dhaka with focus on specific issues relating to bilateral trade, economic assistance,
investment and mutual cooperation. 

China's Economy:

China has a strong determination to achieve more balanced, sustainable growth. This growth is driven increasingly by
services and consumption. There is impressive progress on structural reforms in many areas, notably interest rate liber-
alization, internationalization of the renminbi, and urbanization. However, China’s economic transition, according to
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), will continue to be complex, challenging, and potentially bumpy, against the
backdrop of heightened downside risks and eroding buffers. It is my understanding that China is taking decisive action
to tackle rising vulnerabilities; reduce the reliance on credit financed, state led investment; and improve governance,
risk pricing, and resource allocation in the state owned enterprise (SOE) and financial sectors. China’s economic out-
put had exceeded 10 trillion US dollars. Every percentage point of GDP growth today is equivalent to 1.5 percentage
points of growth five years ago or 2.5 percentage points of growth ten years ago.

China, the IMF says, continues its transition to sustainable growth, with progress on many fronts yet also many challenges.
Growth slowed to 6.9 percent in 2015 and is projected to moderate to 6.6 percent this year owing to slower private in- vest-
ment and weak external demand. The economy is advancing on many dimensions of rebalancing, particularly switching
from industry to services and from investment to consumption. But other aspects are lagging, such as strengthening SOE
and financial governance and containing rapid credit growth. Inflation dipped below 1.5 percent in 2015 and is expected
to pick up to around 2 percent this year, reflecting the rebound in commodity prices and the exchange rate depreciation
since mid-2015. Infrastructure spending picked up and credit growth accelerated in the second half of 2015.
Accommodative macro policies are projected to continue supporting activity over the remainder of 2016.

Contribution of China’s Economy to the world:

China’s overseas direct investment has increased enormously in 2015. The total amount of FDI in 2015 is 127.6 billion
USD, which marks 10% growth compared to last year. The year-on-year growth of China’s investment to the countries
along “belt & road” region is 18.2%. According to data from IMF, the total amount of global economy is over 73 tril-
lion USD, within which China and US share 15% and 24% respectively. Last year, China contributed more than 25%
to the global economic growth.

"Road & Belt Initiative”

Countries along the Belt and Road have their own resource advantages and their economies are mutually complemen-
tary. Therefore, there is a great potential and space for cooperation. They should promote policy coordination, facili-
ties connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial integration and people-to-people bonds as their five major goals, and to
promote practical cooperation and to achieve mutual benefits. China and 34 countries have signed MOUs or agree-
ments to jointly construct the “Road & Belt Initiative”. Industrial capacity cooperation is a major part of “Road & Belt
Initiative”. As the second biggest economy of the world, China is keen to share its experience and advanced technolo-
gy with Bangladesh, to provide finance, technology and training personnel to Bangladesh without reservation, to expe-
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dite the latter’s industrialization, to combine its advanced capacity with latter’s needs. China is also willing to help
improve the skill of labor forces in Bangladesh, so as to create more employment and strengthen the inner impetus of
Bangladesh sustainable development.

Moving Ahead: 

Bangladesh has consistently supported China on the issues of her core national interests, among others, by strongly
adhering to “One China Policy” on Taiwan and Tibet. Under the dynamic and visionary new Chinese leadership of
President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang, China is cruising towards becoming the largest economy of the world in
a short time. Bangladesh believes and supports the peaceful economic rise of China and is interested to remain as an
active partner in this Asian Century.

Bangladesh is happy to be a party to the recent initiative of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). Bangladesh
also supports and appreciates China’s renewed emphasis on regional connectivity in the Asia-Pacific region. Bangladesh is
engaged with China, India, Myanmar and other neighbours for more regional and sub-regional integration through
processes like the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIM-EC) as well as in SAARC and BIMSTEC.
The two countries need to work to strengthen people-to-people exchanges for deepening civilizational ties. Both sides must
actively expand exchanges and cooperation in the areas of culture, science, technology, health, and further promote inter-
actions between media organizations, think tanks, academia, research community, scholars, friend- ship associations,
women’s organizations, art troupes, sportsmen and sports organizers, as well as young people of the two countries.

The “Vision 2021”, envisioned by Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, pledges to transform the country to a
middle income country by 2021 and as a developed nation by 2041. China being the fastest growing mega-economy in
the globe is a role model for Bangladesh. While Bangladesh moves ahead, it would like to learn from the Chinese expe-
rience. Bangladesh and its over 16 crore people are also hopeful that China would continue its support to Bangladesh,
specifically in terms of economic cooperation, in its endeavour to reach development targets.

Grounds ready for much-desired visit:

We have long been hearing that Chinese President Xi Jinping will visit Bangladesh. I had the opportunity to meet
Ambassador Ma several times over the last one year. Every time we met, I asked the same question. Is your President com-
ing to Bangladesh soon? I got almost the same reply all the time - both sides are working on the visit. We understand,
such top level State visit requires some specific things. It seems that the grounds are ready now to welcome the Chinese
President to Bangladesh. So far we know the Chinese President is scheduled to visit Dhaka before October 15. Most prob-
ably, he will arrive Dhaka on October 14. President Xi Jinping is likely to go to Nepal before landing Dhaka by a special
flight. He will hold official talks with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to discuss wide range of bilateral relations. 

The visit is taking place before the BRICS Summit 2016 and BIMSTEC Outreach Meeting which will be held in India
on October 15-16 as the Chinese President is also scheduled to attend the Summit. India will host the eighth annual
Summit of BRICS in Goa in its capacity as chair of the influential bloc comprising five countries with 42 percent of
the world population and combined GDP of over USD 16 trillion.

Both Dhaka and Beijing are considering the visit as very important one. A number of deals involving several billions of dol-
lars are likely to be signed during this visit. Dhaka will seek financial support for over two dozen mega projects from Beijing.

There is no doubt that the visit will be extremely important one. It is natural that Chinese President will come up with
a big package for Bangladesh what he does usually while visiting other parts of the world. We are not expecting any devi-
ation from that trend. Meanwhile, the visit also has regional and international significance because global powers are
considering Bangladesh as their strong partner.

It is hoped that the Chinese President will carry a message for Bangladesh and its people that his country will help fur-
ther intensify the “Closer Comprehensive Partnership of Cooperation” between the two countries. Dhaka, in fact, is
eager to see a productive visit.

AKM Moinuddin is Diplomatic Correspondent of the United News of Bangladesh (UNB).
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Pristine State in the Ideals of Confucianism 

Brigadier General AF Jaglul Ahmed

The system or some form of social institutions grew up in the tribal or band level societies to
deal with the surplus food or protect themselves from the attack of other powerful and harm-
ful animals. Though the idea of kinship prevailed at that period too to decide the ownership of
food and authority, there was egalitarianism in those social systems as regards the distribution
of food. Social system grew in different forms in different societies largely for economic gover-
nance. The social and political entity of the governance grew by default. From the greed of social
and political status, patrimonial characteristics of current nation state system spearheaded in
most of parts of the world. The root to it can always be traced back to the kinship of band and
tribal level societies. The structures that grew to ensure equal and dignified social and political
status of people as a whole too failed due to quality of kinship rather than meritocracy with
some exceptions of some societies. Gradual growth of centralized and hierarchical characteris-

tics of state system produced higher degree of social inequality. In most part of the world, state system failed to develop strat-
egy to shift social/political organizations from family and friend based organization to impersonal institution.

But by and large, the power of the state for this patrimonial characteristics remains in the hand of few which is what is gov-
ernment chosen by all but largely serving to few. John Lock’s ‘Doctrine of Individualism’ and Thomas Hobbes ‘Rational
Materialism’ of fifteenth century engulfed the system of state focusing more on individual material gains rather than com-
munity interests. There was restriction of private property in the initial state system developed during Aristotle or Plato.
But with the rise of individualism not only restriction was lifted rather further compounded with the inheritance of pri-
vate property. Transfer of properties from community to individual ownership has always been argued for better produc-
tivity against distribution on the basis of equity. From the concept of private property to its inheritance on the basis of kin-
ship limited the distribution of wealth to closed community. Limitless individual liberty, accumulation of limitless wealth
absolved human beings from playing roles for larger communities for which state was built to individual satisfaction. 

There was noble purpose to form ideal governance to serve the greater community for good social order and justice. Ideal
governance entailed the formation of state, establishment of rule of law and accountability in sequence. The sequence
didn’t find an ideal pattern to suggest ideal governance. The culture, geography, practice of polity, people, religion, etc,
mattered differently to different country. In the search of ideal governance, dilemma of chicken or egg was always a prime
question between the building of state and creation of governance. The choice of type of polity for establishing good gov-
ernance varied between countries. Savagery of war and its duration, diversity of ethnicity, geography, climate, and many
other factors determine the choice of polity and building of state. 

As the state grew modern, the economy turned into major areas of governance largely bereft of social presupposition.
From Feudalistic economy to mercantilist and now to the free ride of the current market economy drives some of the
national economies totally subservient to the global economy not meant for global good. The recipe of the market econ-
omy has been convoluted over time and its purity violated severely from the idea of Adam smith. Theory of market econ-
omy may need to be traced back that Adam smith articulated for a self-organizing economy to create equitable and social-
ly optimal allocation of a society’s productive resources. David Ricardo explained in his ‘Theory of Comparative
Advantage’ that trade need be balanced and capital be national i.e. capital is nationally owned and remain within nation-
al boundary shows way out. Against the principles of its pristine form, the size of the market, buyer or seller has turned
so large that even the powerful national governments fail to draw benefit from it to their national interest. Power of the
national government shrunk so much that seldom smaller state succeeds in accumulation prosperity for its people. The
effect of modern philosophy on state, governance or society has largely changed the role of the state and governance to
decide on their role and responsibilities to their people. The modern state philosophies seemed to have brought greater
order and developed stronger institutions for sustainable governance. But the egalitarian characteristics of the social struc-
tures are largely defeated.   The space for ethics and morality has been shrunk drastically. The internal values to drive the
state or governance for social good have been subdued to the urge of material substance. Therefore, all that modern do
not always do good to humanity as a whole or serve greater community.  
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There are older
philosophies of vari-
ous region but none
surpassed by quality
and authenticity of
Confucianism, which
many countries follow
as their governance
p h i l o s o p h y .
Confucianism, also
known as Ruism is a
system of philosophi-
cal and "ethical-
sociopolitical teach-
ings" sometimes
described as a reli-
gion. Confucianism
developed during the
Spring and Autumn Period from the teachings of the Chinese philosopher Confucius (551–479 BCE), who considered
himself a re-transmitter of Zhou values. With particular emphasis on the importance of the family and social harmony,
rather than on an otherworldly soteriology, the core of Confucianism is humanistic. Confucianism regards the ordinary
activities of human life — and especially in human relationships as a manifestation of the sacred. The worldly concern of
Confucianism rests on the belief that human beings are fundamentally good, and teachable, improvable, and perfectible
through personal and communal endeavor especially self-cultivation and self-creation. Confucian thought focuses on the
cultivation of virtue and maintenance of ethics. Some of the basic Confucian ethical concepts and practices include rén,
yì, and lǐ, and zhì. Rén ("benevolence" or "humaneness") is the essence of the human being which manifests as compassion.
It is the virtue-form of Heaven. Yì is the upholding of righteousness and the moral disposition to do good. Lǐ is a system
of ritual norms and propriety that determines how a person should properly act in everyday life according to the law of
Heaven. Zhì is the ability to see what is right and fair, or the converse, in the behaviors exhibited by others. Confucianism
holds one in contempt, either passively or actively, for failure to uphold the cardinal moral values of rén and yì.

Confucianism focused on the central belief that human being should seek to live in a good way behaving with humanity
and courtesy, working diligently and properly honouring family and rulers. He revolutionized the idea of power or status
be earned by moral behaviour rather than heredity. He was concerned more with the cultivation of social harmony than
with the machinations of power like Machiavelli. His themes were the principles of compassionate rule, the performance
of correct rituals, and the in-calculation of filial piety. Confucian rule is based on the idea of ethical order. Through six of
his classics, he heavily emphasized on benevolence and rites. Benevolence concentrates on loving people representing a
variety of moral standard. Rites represent social regulation and the estate system, which are essential for a well-ordered life
society and country. The adherence to Confucian order offer inspiration of service in pursuit of a greater harmony. His
philosophy sought the redemption of the state through righteous individual behaviour oriented towards this world affirm-
ing a code of social conduct. The model of both society and government in Confucian order is based on family, an insti-
tution intimately familiar to everyone. Confucianism philosophy could be panacea to allow dignified social or political
space for every individual and return of community stake from individual preeminence of economic governance.

The inclusive governance in Confucianism philosophy can again shift the dream of prosperity from individual to com-
munity. The ideological foundation of individualism can be changed to ideology of collectivism. The prosperity can start
with state and end with individual for collective goal rather than unstoppable individual enhancement. Following the
philosophy, a link between the past and the future, between history and future, between individual and state and between
family and state can be establish to ensure collective prosperity. If productive forces are liberated and developed, and
exploitation or manipulations are eliminated from the society, prosperity for which social institutions were built in the
early society and state later can be reestablished. The state can turn into a pristine form and eradicate social inequality.

Brigadier General AF Jaglul Ahmed is currently serving as a Chief Instructor at the Defence Service Command and Staff College
(DSCS), Mirpur, Dhaka.
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Seeking Practical Cooperation
How can China ensure the Belt and Road Initiative meets a diverse set of needs?

Li Ziguo

After two years of discussions, evaluations and diplomatic efforts, the China-proposed initiative to build the Silk Road
Economic Belt and the 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road (Belt and Road) has been recognized by most countries along
the trade routes. This year, the international cooperation necessary to effectively implement the initiative between
China and other countries is expected to yield concrete outcomes.

Many projects that have been discussed first as blueprints are being put into action, with forklifts, cranes and construc-
tion crews at the ready. The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), based in Beijing, officially came online on
January 16. The AIIB, consisting of 57 founding member states, is expected to become a critical lending mechanism as
it provides financing for infrastructure projects along the Belt and Road routes.

To fulfill the Belt and Road Initiative, China and other participating countries need to adhere to the constant pursuit
of practicality, and put common benefits ahead of individual interests.

Meeting needs

While promoting the Belt and Road Initiative to potential partners, China must ensure clarity and understanding of
each participant's real needs. It should be aware of the strategic demands according to the specific conditions of each
region and country, and understand which cooperative fields and projects those countries want and need most under
the Belt and Road framework.

Kazakhstan is where Chinese President Xi Jinping first proposed the Silk Road Economic Belt in 2013. There are four
strategic demands based on the country's own development strategy: make the country a Eurasian cross-border hub by
accelerating the construction of domestic infrastructure; speed up the deep processing of raw materials and industrial-
ization based on stable energy production so as to achieve economic diversification; develop agricultural modernization
and fully utilize its abundant farmland resources to make the nation a major player in the global grain market; and
advance innovative economies and explore new industries. If the above-mentioned strategic appeals of Kazakhstan can
be satisfied, the country will
surely become an active partner
in building the Silk Road
Economic Belt.

Therefore, China should find
the common ground with con-
cerned countries, accommo-
date their needs and search for
cooperative areas to work
together through project imple-
mentation.

In the meantime, there are
huge differences in terms of
resources, economic scale, geo-
graphic conditions and degrees
of openness among the over 60
countries along the Belt and
Road routes. Each of them has
their own domestic concerns
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and foreign policy precedence. As a result, their priorities for cooperation with China have varied according to their
different stage of national development.

In order to facilitate regional trade, the 10-member Association of Southeastern Asian Nations (ASEAN) is cooperat-
ing with China to upgrade their existing free trade agreement (FTA) to a 2.0 level, while the China-Japan-South Korea
FTA talks are ongoing.

Yet not all countries share this objective. Uzbekistan, for example, has no current interest in signing an FTA with China
for the fear that the larger economy's strong production capacity might undermine its relatively outdated manufactur-
ing industry. While China may hope that will change one day, and that common interests can be found, it may not be
immediate and will take work and patience.

If China does not clarify and understand what its many partners each want and need—regardless of FTA status—the
ambitious initiative will face an enthusiasm gap.

What can China offer?

As the proposer of the Belt and Road Initiative, China should play a leading role in its implementation, especially in
the initial stages. That is to say, what shape the initiative takes will largely depends on what China can offer.

To this point, China must be fully aware of what it is capable of doing and doing well in regards to the scale of invest-
ment, sources of funds and operational models. The Chinese Government should also be focused on where the nation's
competitive edge lies, and where investment opportunities are not only most likely, most wise.

Furthermore, efforts should be made to build mature international financing channels, which should not be limited to
the Silk Road Fund established by China and the China-led AIIB. China also needs to develop diversified fundraising
channels and seek cooperation with other international financing organizations, such as the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank, since these organizations have rich experiences in poverty alleviation and funding projects in devel-
oping countries. Additionally, China should take advantage of the capital and capabilities commercial banks can offer.

Many countries along the Belt and Road routes are badly in need of more investment and financing. In the face of so
many investment possibilities, China and its relevant partners should make a careful selection. A successful project in
one country can produce a demonstration effect for the whole initiative. In most cases, it is the small and medium-sized
projects that are most wanted by those countries, for these projects are likely to benefit local people most immediately.

When the Belt and Road Initiative was first put forward, many Chinese cities and enterprises wanted to take part in it
immediately. But the fact was that most of their project proposals were lacking prudent considerations. Later, the

domestic media took a closer
look and many mentioned the
possible risks involved. Some
experts have also expressed their
concerns about uncertainties in
overseas investment.

Beware of risks ahead

In the current stage, at least
equal attention should be paid
to both potential costs and ben-
efits. Each country has different
liabilities in implementing the
Belt and Road Initiative, which
Chinese investors know well. In
the inland of the Eurasian con-
tinent, Syria, Iraq and
Afghanistan are high-risk desti-
nations for investors because
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conflicts in these countries are not likely to end in the near future. Many more Central Asian countries are also facing
the threat of terrorism, separatism or extremism, or all of the above. Furthermore, disputes over territory and water
resources between neighboring countries could also affect the international cooperation needed to successfully build
the Silk Road Economic Belt.

Apart from bilateral disputes, domestic problems, including flawed legal systems, corruption and volatile foreign
exchange rates should not be neglected.

Despite the aforementioned challenges, Chinese investors have enough reasons to feel confident about the prospect of
the Belt and Road Initiative. After all, the general situation in regions along their routes is stable. Many Asian and
African countries have a strong demand for development and investment, and China has prominent advantages in seek-
ing cooperation opportunities with these countries.

While promoting the Belt and Road Initiative, it is necessary for the Chinese Government to help domestic investors
keep alert of the possible risks ahead. A risk evaluation system should be established, and investment risk pre-warnings
and precautionary measures should be made for potential investors' reference.

In addition, Chinese companies should attach great importance to environmental protection efforts. By participating
in the Belt and Road Initiative, more and more Chinese companies will expand their businesses abroad. Apart from
the economic benefits and job opportunities, it is natural—and therefore should be expected—that local people around
the world will be concerned over environmental protection when a foreign company plans to establish a factory, mine
or other project in their community.

For ecologically fragile areas, especially in Mongolia and Central Asian countries, pollution may also be a top concern for
residents. Therefore, Chinese investors must be prudent when developing projects. Strict environmental impact assess-
ments must be carried out. If one Chinese company causes environmental degradation, Chinese investment as a whole
will incur the opposition of local residents, and the willingness to join the Belt and Road Initiative will be damaged.

Chinese businesses and workers alike cannot afford to underestimate the importance of respecting local cultures, the
fragility of local ecosystems and the skepticism that they may face when working abroad. It is therefore essential that
every party involved does its part to identify the pressing needs and desires of the local people, areas of potential coop-
eration with partners and government at all levels, and the terms of that cooperation to ensure the longevity and fruits
of such enormous investment and effort.

Li Ziguo is a deputy director of the Belt and Road Initiative Research Center under the China Institute of International Studies.
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China’s cooperation in Bangladesh Power Sector:                      
A milestone for developing Base Load Power Plant

Engr. Sheikh Faezul Amin

Historically, Bangladesh and China share an affluent record of trade and cultural exchange.
The People’s Republic of Bangladesh and the People’s Republic of China  established diplo-
matic relations in 1975. Besides, the economic rise of China in the past three decades as well
as Bangladesh’s steady growth since 2010 have resulted in better trade ties between the two
nations. Further, the current economic junction in Asia and  the shifting of global centre of
economic growth towards East (centering China), have created a room to re-establish their his-
toric connectivity. At present Bangladesh and China have become good neighbor and trust-
ed partner of its overall development.

The Government of Bangladesh has outlined the vision of joining the ranks of middle

income country by 2021 and a developed economy by 2041. Economic development and

demand for electricity are directly proportional to each other. Accordingly, huge multi-dimensional development activi-

ties are taken on in Power Sector. Under the dynamic and charismatic leadership of Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina, the power sector has made threefold increase in its installed power generation capacity  than the capacity of 2009.

At present the installed power generation capacity is 14500 MW. The country will celebrate the reaching of its installed

power generation capacity of 15000 MW on17 November 2016.

Reliable power generation and its uninterrupted supply is the key for economic development of any country. Reliable

power comes from  base load power plants. Base load power plants are the production facilities used to meet continuous

energy demand and produce energy at a constant rate and are available 24 hours a day, usually at a low cost relative to

other production facilities available to the system. Base-load power plants provide reliable power to maintain a large-scale

electrical grid and generally shut down only for scheduled maintenance or emergency repairs. Typically, they require large

upfront capital investments but provide reasonably low-cost electricity. These include nuclear, coal, and combined-cycle

natural gas plants which capture and recycle the exhaust heat of traditional gas turbines. 

According to the revised Power System Master Plan(PSMP), 24000 MW will need to be generated by 2021 and 60000

MW by 2041.Due to the depletion of natural gas reserves, the proposition of primary fuel-mix has been revised giving

more importance on coal instead of natural gas for base load power generation. Accordingly about 20000 MW Power

have to be generated  from coal based power plant and about 35 billion US dollars will be required to add this capacity.

Therefore, power sector is looking for diversified investment from development partners as well as other sources. China

is willing to enhance cooperation in power and energy sector of Bangladesh. 

North-West Power Generation Company Limited (NWPGCL) is a newly created power generation company, which is in

need of additional financing to install a coal-based mega project. So, the solution was to establish a strategic alliance of

Joint Venture. For in this context, NWPGCL signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with China National

Machinery Import & Export Corporation (CMC), China on 19.03.2014. Later on, NWPGCL signed the Joint Venture

Agreement (JVA) with CMC on 09.06.2014  at the Great Hall of the People, Beijing, China in presence of the Hon’ble

Prime Minister of the Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina and her Chinese counterpart, Hon’ble  Prime Minister of China Li

Keqiang in order to implement Payra 1320 MW Thermal Coal based Power Plant Project by using eco-friendly ultra

supercritical technology on turn-key basis and by establishing a Joint Venture Company (JVC). 

Accordingly, Bangladesh-China Power Company (Pvt.) Limited (BCPCL) was formed and registered with the office of the

Registrar of Joint Stock Companies and firms (RJSC), Dhaka, Bangladesh on 01.10.2014 under the provision of the

Companies Act, 1994.
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The Company took only 4 (four) months to complete the total bidding process, including tender invitation, pre-bid meet-

ing, tender evaluation, Board approval, issuance of NOA and its acceptance. At last on 29.03.2016 the Company signed

EPC contract with the Consortium of NEPC and CECC, China for execution of the project and contract effective date

is 30.03.2016. To lessen project implementation time, the company has provided a special clause in the Engineering, pro-

curement and construction (EPC) contract that EPC contractor will have to invest 15% of the EPC cost (Foreign curren-

cy Portion) from its own resources and it will be reimbursed after financial closing. Government of Bangladesh through

Ministry of Finance has already given consent in principle to issue sovereign guarantee for 50% (NWPGCL Portion) of

the total debt. On the other hand, Genertec as a parent company of CMC (a Chinese nationalized entity) will issue its

corporate guarantee against the rest 50% (CMC) Portion of the total debt. BCPCL convinced the EXIM bank of China

and they have submitted their Term Sheet for loan proposal for financing to this project. The Standing Committee on

Non Concessional Loan Committee (NCLC) has approved their financial proposal on 15 September 2016. The expect-

ed Commercial Operation Date (COD) of First unit (660 MW) will be on 30 April 2019 and Second Unit (660 MW)

will be on 31 October 2019.

Due to the special clause under EPC contract, the EPC work of the projects are running in full pace. The soil improve-

ment work is already completed, a lot of equipment and machineries are carried out at the site to accomplish different

assigned project works according to CPM/PERT method. A good number of test piles have already been constructed.

Milestone dates of the project are in line with the progress of this project. BCPCL will ensure the world’s best practices

in the selection and installation  of main equipment and machineries, as well as will ensure world’s best practices in mit-

igating Environment Management Plan(EMP) for this mega project.

On completion of this mega power plant project, net 1250 MW reliable power will be added in the national grid that

would immensely impact the economy in and around Barishal Division as well as contribute in the steady growth of our

national economy. Besides, the first unit of this mega project will be completed in 37 months, which is 5 months ahead

than any similar project. It will help BCPCL to generate 5 month’s additional revenue to incur expenses, which will be

the another beauty of this mega project.

Engr. Sheikh Faezul Amin, Joint Secretary (Development), Power Division, Ministry of Power, Energy and Natural Resources, 
Government of Bangladesh.
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“One Belt One Road and Maritime Silk Road of the 21st Century”: 

Great Opportunity for Bangladesh

Rumman Uddin Ahamed

On being elected as the General Secretary of The Communist Party of China (CPC) in
November 2012, China’s leader Xi Jinping initiated the concept of the Chinese Dream as
“the great renewal of the Chinese nation.” Subsequently elected the President of China in
March 2013, Xi Jinping developed the concept further to not only mean that China aims to
fulfill “the dream of the whole nation as well as of every individual” citizen, but also to revive
China’s global status as “Zhongguo” or Middle country at the “center of Civilisation” in a
benign role as promoter of human well-being and universal “dream for peace, development,
cooperation and mutual benefit for all, connected to the beautiful dreams of the people in
other countries,” that will change the global landscape, which was shaped by Western coun-
tries over the past two centuries during industrialisation: The new global landscape will be
established through international rules and experiences of both developed and emerging
countries.

‘One Belt One Road’, is his ideas of Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB) and 21st Century Maritime Silk Road (MSR)
connecting China to all of Asia, Europe, Africa, Australasia and the Americas by land and sea may be said to be the
major corollary of that Chinese Dream.

The “One Belt One Road” concept is rooted in history as there existed through the Middle Ages an overland silk route
and a MSR that connected China to countries across Asia, Africa and Europe. In the last three decades of reforms,
China has built a network of highways and railroads from north to south and from east to less developed western and
south western regions. Having achieved that, China sees an opportunity to link the hinterland with South East Asia,
South Asia, Central Asia, Europe, Africa, East Asia, Australasia and the Americas.  

The ‘One Belt One Road’ Concept was first mooted by President Xi Jinping during a speech at Nazarbayer University,
Kazakhistan on 7 September 2013, where he said that “to forge closer economic ties, deepen cooperation and expand
development in the Euro-Asia region, we should take an innovative approach and jointly build an ‘economic belt’ along
the Silk Road. This will be a great undertaking benefitting the people of all countries along the route.” Undoubtedly, the
economic connectivity is the heart of the matter for which Chinese president Xi Jinping also announced the establish-
ment of a Silk Road fund with 40 billion US dollars to support infrastructure investments in countries involved. The
Belt and Road initiative is a way for win-win cooperation that promotes common development and prosperity, builds a
road towards peace and friendship by enhancing mutual understanding and trust, and stimulates all-round exchanges.
The vision of ‘One Belt One Road’ has become a signpost of China’s strategy to engage neighboring countries. The strate-
gic position of South Asia has been recognized as an indispensible part of that strategy. The idea is to developed connec-
tivity among the Belt Road Initiative (BRI) bloc countries that could promote sustainable growth and create huge oppor-
tunities like systematic innovation, infrastructure development, improved business environment and cross border trans-
portation. BRI would also facilitate trade & investment, endorse greater trade settlement in local currencies, strengthen
bilateral & multilateral financial cooperation, and set up financial institutes for regional development. 
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The initiative of building Maritime Silk Road (MSR) was proposed by President Xi Jinping, during his state visit to
Indonesia in October 2013, as a way to deepen economic and maritime links. The MSR begins in Fuzhou in Southeast
China’s Fuzhou province and heads south into the ASEAN nations, crosses Malacca Strait and turns west to countries
along the Indian Ocean to cross the Red Sea and the Mediterranean before meeting the land-based Silk Road in Venice.
The initiative focuses on jointly building smooth, secure and efficient transport routes connecting major sea ports along
the belt and road. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM)-
Economic Corridor closely related South Asia to the Belt and Road initiative. Under the ambit of MSR, China plans
to build hard and soft infrastructure from Indo-Pacific to Africa, including transport, energy, water management, com-
munication, earth monitoring, economic and social infrastructure. It is a step to link the past with the present, revive
the glory of Asia, and show case Asian commitment to unity and cooperation. 

Belt Road Initiative (BRI) will progressively spur economic growth in the South Asian countries and lift billions of peo-
ple out of poverty. If all South Asian countries have road connectivity, it would add 1.5 percent to the region’s gross
domestic product. Connectivity alone can raise GDP growth by 5 percent in Thailand, Vietnam and Myanmar and 2.5
percent in India. With the emergence of China as an economic power house in the region, the revival of the Silk Road
is bound to offer vast potentials. The recent launch of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the BRICS
New Development Bank may provide adequate funding for revival of the Silk Roads for inter-Asia Connectivity, and
creation of pockets of industrial and commercial growth centres all along the Belt and Road ensuring that all the
nations within this belt are able to get economic benefits from respective trade and investment role. Last year, when the
Chinese president was visiting South Asia, he put forward some specific initiatives as well. He said that, over the next
five years, Chinese investment in South Asian countries will be more than $30 billion. China has allocated $20 billion
in consortium loans in South Asia, and will provide training opportunity to 5000 youths from South Asia. Apart from
India, most of the smaller nations South Asia welcomed the idea as they perceived the initiative as a great opportunity
to comprehensively deepen economic and people to people relations in the region. Indian reservations about this ini-
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tiative could create some handicaps for the implementation of this visionary initiative in the South Asia region. Indian
Prime Minister Modi’s last year visit to China appears to have confirmed Indian receptivity to China’s “One Belt One
Road” blueprint excepting Pakistan’s key position in the Belt and some reservations about the MSR. Given the partic-
ular version of historical interpretation, and rewriting even, that the initiative involves, India is wary of joining in whole
heartedly. While ambivalent about China’s initiatives, India seems to clearly understand that it may lose golden oppor-
tunities if it turns down Beijing’s invitation to jointly build the ‘One Belt One Road’ programme. 

The ‘One Belt One Road’ initiative has several implications for China’s immediate neighborhood that includes Bangladesh.
The Silk Road Economic Belt connecting China with Central Asia and onwards to Europe with Xinjiang at its core to the
north is of a piece with initiatives to the west and to the south such as the BCIM-Economic Corridor and the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). Along all these economic corridors Bangladesh may be directly or indirectly linked. In case of
BCIM Economic Corridor, Bangladesh is a formal member. In ancient times, Bangladesh was one of the most important
destinations of Southern Silk Road and Maritime Silk Road. Now a day's Bangladesh could be one of the hubs of ‘One Belt
One Road’ commerce and connectivity. In Bangladesh, the general people have a little idea about the Belt & Road initia-
tive. Mostly due to poor publicity and little engagements by the print & electronic media. In this regard, the principle ini-
tiatives must come from the Bangladesh government. They may formulate short term and long term action plans for popu-
larizing this visionary project among the people of Bangladesh. More media publicity and engagement could accelerate peo-
ple's awareness and participation for building the Belt and Road initiative program. Moreover, the engagement of major
political parties, cultural & social activists, educationists, Business & trade bodies leaders, columnists, NGO workers, civil
and military personnel, Youth forums and root level elected public representatives must be increased through exchange pro-
grams, seminars, symposiums, art show, festivals & documentary display on BRI & MRI programs.        

Implementation of the initiatives will help Bangladesh to transform its geographical position into economic advantage
and other benefits of the scheme in the following manner:

i) The construction of the Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st Century Maritime Silk Road will bring new oppor-
tunities for China-Bangladesh cooperation. Both sides may take the opportunity of celebrating the 40th anniver-
sary of their establishment of diplomatic relationship last year to strengthen cooperation in trade, agriculture,
education, human resource development, cultural cooperation, infrastructure development, ocean exploration
& in other fields, and deepen traditional friendship. 
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ii) The Belt Road Initiative will promote trade and connectivity of Bangladesh with China along belt bloc coun-
tries. 

iii) Regional connectivity network will help Bangladesh emerge as a transportation hub in the Asia Pacific region. 

iv) Establishment of exclusive as well as special industrial zones for China and other Belt countries in Bangladesh
will attract foreign direct investment (FDI) from China and other countries & contribute to more balanced trade
for Bangladesh. 

v) Free trade facilitation will help Bangladesh access to markets in China, India and elsewhere. 

vi) Energy cooperation will ease Bangladesh’s energy and power problems. 

vii) The construction of ‘One Belt One Road’ could speed up the current process of poverty alleviation as well as the
dynamics of development of Bangladesh with support and assistance from the China. 

viii) Bangladesh has already joined the AIIB as a founding member. It is expected that Bangladesh will get multidi-
mensional cooperation & assistance from this newly formed Bank for participation of its entrepreneurs in proj-
ects along the Belt and Road. 

ix) Bangladesh may acquire expertise and advanced technology by working with China and improving capability to
address climate change and disaster management. 

x) Bangladesh may benefit from relocation of Chinese industries on account of rise of wages in China as that coun-
try may transfer some of its manufacturing base abroad to other countries like Bangladesh.

xi) It is estimated that in the next five years, China will invest an additional $500 billion in other countries, import
over $10 trillion of products & send 400 million tourists abroad. Bangladesh, as China’s close neighbor and trust-
ed friend, may be able to make good use of “Chinese Opportunities” if the Belt and Road Initiative is firmed up. 

xii) Bangladesh is potentially China’s strategic cooperation partner in South Asia and the Indian Ocean Region.
Construction and expansion of the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIM-EC) at the
apex of the Bay of Bengal and in the intersection of the ‘Belt & Road’ is bound to open up immense opportu-
nities for trade, traffic and industrial growth. Since 2013, the initiative of BCIM-EC has maintained good
momentum. If the BCIM Corridor is realized, it will have a deep impact on Bangladesh-China trade, and traf-
fic, connect Bangladesh with the Western parts of China. The current route of Maritime Silk Road is not direct-
ly linked at any point with Bangladesh. But with the development of a deep sea port in the Chittagong-Cox’s
Bazar development area linked to Sonadia-Matarbari islands environment. Bangladesh will be a significant part
of the Maritime Silk Route. 

Development of Sonadia Deep Sea Port (or its possible alternative at Matar Bari in the same environment of Cox’s
Bazar-Chittagong Development Zone) is very important for the long term development of Bangladesh & the sub-
Himalayan region beyond. It has prospects of a natural hub for connectivity with Northeast India, Bhutan and Nepal
on the Myanmar ports, Thailand, Sri Lanka and beyond. But it is our leadership that has to pursue it and to qualify
for direct foreign assistance from China & other possible partners including India and the US, and for investment
funds committed to infrastructure building like the AIIB.  

Rumman Uddin Ahamed is an Associate Editor of the Rising Asia Magazine (RAM), Bangladesh.  
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Pxb wecøe I gvI †R `s
nvq`vi AvKei Lvb i‡bv

gvbe BwZnv‡mi gnËg NUbv¸wji Ab¨Zg gnvb Pxb wecøe| MZ kZvãxi 1917 mv‡ji gnvb
A‡±vei wecø‡ei c‡iB D‡jøL Ki‡Z nq Pxb wecø‡ei K_v| nvRvi nvRvi eQ‡ii †kªYx †kvlY I
†kªYx kvm‡bi Aemvb NwU‡q ivwkqvi A‡±vei wecøe wek¦ BwZnv‡m GK bZzb hy‡Mi m~Pbv  K‡iwQj-
mgvRZ‡š¿i Afy¨`‡qi hyM| cuywRev` I mvgªvR¨ev‡`i wek¦ KvVv‡gvi g‡a¨ fv½‡bi m~Pbv nj| Gi
ci  1949 mv‡j weRqx nj RbmsL¨vi w`K w`‡q c„w_exi e„nËg †`k Px‡bi wecøe| mvgªvR¨ev‡`i
k„•Lj †f‡½ †ewi‡q Gj c„w_exi RbmsL¨vi GK PZz_©vsk gvbyl| GB gnvb wecøe c„w_exi
fvimvg¨‡K cvj‡U w`j| Pxb wecø‡ei Zvrch© wQj AvšÍR©vwZK| wØZxq wek¦hy‡×i ci ˆZix nj GK
mywekvj mgvRZvwš¿K wkwei| wbcxwoZ I †kvwlZ gvby‡li me‡P‡q wbf©i‡hvM¨ ỳM©|  

MZ kZvãxi †kl `k‡K mgvRZvwš¿K wkwei Avi _vK‡jv bv| mv‡eK †mvwf‡qZ BDwbqb I c~e©
BD‡iv‡c fqven I KzrwmK iƒc wb‡q wd‡i G‡m‡Q cyuwRev`| Pxb bvbv ai‡bi A_©‰bwZK ms¯‹vi Ki‡jI mgvRZ‡š¿i cZvKv
DÇxb †i‡L‡Q|  

ivwkqv, Pxb I Ab¨vb¨ †`‡k mgvRZš¿ Awfgy‡L wecøe cwiPvwjZ n‡qwQj †mB me †`‡ki KwgDwbó cvwU©i †bZ…‡Z¡| me©nviv
†kªYxi wecøex cvwU© n‡”Q KwgDwbó cvwU©, hvi ZvwË¡K, `vk©wbK I gZv`k©MZ wfwË ˆZix K‡iwQ‡jb Kvj gvK©m I †d«WvwiL
G‡½jm Dbwesk kZvãx‡Z| gvK©mev‡`i wecøex gZev‡`i mdj cÖ‡qvM Ki‡jb †jwbb ivwkqvq| mdj nj c„w_exi cÖ_g
mgvRZvwš¿K wecøe| wecøe Ki‡Z  wM‡q †jwbb gvK©mev`‡K weKwkZ K‡iwQ‡jb, hv‡K ejv nq †jwbbev`| †mvwf‡qZ BDwbq‡b
mdj mgvRZvwš¿K wewbg©vY, wØZxq wek¦hy‡× d¨vwmev`‡K civwRZ K‡i ỳwbqv‡K i¶v Kiv Ges †`‡k †`‡k KwgDwbwó gZv`k©‡K
Qwo‡q †`evi ga¨ w`‡q AvšÍR©vwZK KwgDwbó Av‡›`vjb‡K bZzb gvÎvq Zz‡j Avb‡jb me©nviv †kªYxi Av‡iK gnvb †bZv †Rv‡md
¯Ívwjb| Kvjµg Abyhvqx Gi ciB †h bvgwU Av‡m Zv nj gvI  †R `s| AvovB `kK a‡i Pjv gnvb mk¯¿ wecøex hy‡×i ga¨
w`‡q Pxb wecøe‡K whwb weR‡qi c‡_ wb‡q wM‡qwQ‡jb, wZwb n‡jb gvI †R `s| 

wek¦ BwZnv‡m Gi Av‡M hvi †Kvb Zzjbv wQj bv, Ggb GK `xN©‡gqv`x wecøex hy‡×i, †KvwU †KvwU gvby‡li cÖPÛ i³¶qx wecøex
hy‡×i whwb wQ‡jb gnvbvqK gvI †R `s| wZwb †Kej Pxb wecø‡eiB †bZv bb, wZwb ỳwbqvi cÖ‡jZvwi‡qZ I mKj wbcxwoZ
RvwZ I Rb‡Mvôxi Awemsevw`Z †bZv| Pxb wecø‡e †bZ…Z¡ `vb Ki‡Z wM‡q wZwb gvK©mev‡`i ZvwË¡K fvÛv‡i †h mKj Ae`vb
†i‡L‡Qb, Zv †kvwlZ †kªYx I wbcxwoZ RvwZ I Rb‡Mvôxi gyw³ msMÖv‡gi Rb¨ AwZ eo gv‡ci ZvwË¡K I gZv`k©MZ nvwZqvi| 

Pxb wecø‡ei K‡qKwU ch©vq Av‡Q|  1921 mv‡j (1 RyjvB) Px‡bi KwgDwb÷ cvwU© cÖwZwôZ n‡qwQj| Rb¥ j‡Mœi Aíw`‡bi
g‡a¨B cvwU© mk¯¿ Afy¨Ìv‡b AskMÖnY K‡i| Px‡bi gnvb RvZxqZvev`x wecøex mvb B‡qr †m‡bi †bZ…‡Z¡ `w¶Y Px‡b †h wecøex
miKvi MwVZ n‡qwQj, KwgDwbó cvwU© †mB wecøex miKv‡i Ask wb‡qwQj| KwgDwbó cvwU©i cÖfvevaxb †mbvevwnbxI  ˆZix
n‡qwQj| †mB mgq ey‡R©vqv RvZxqZvev`x `j Kz‡qvwgbUvs-Gi m‡½ KwgDwbó cvwU©i HK¨ cÖwZwôZ n‡qwQj| 1925 mv‡j (12
gvP©) mvj B‡qr †m‡bi gyZz¨i ci GB HK¨ †f‡½ hvq| Kz‡qvwgbUvs-Gi †bZ…‡Z¡ Av‡mb cÖwZwµqvkxj ey‡R©vqvi cÖwZwbwa P¨vs
KvB †kK| ïiæ nj  `xN©‡gqv`x M„n hy×|  1925 †_‡K 1927 mvj GB mgq ce©wU wQj cÖ_g wecøex M„nhy×- hv e¨_©Zvq ch©ewmZ
n‡qwQj| ZLbI  gvI ‡R `s cvwU©i †bZ…‡Z¡ cÖwZwôZ nbwb| 

wØZxq wecøex M„nhy× P‡jwQj `k eQi  1927 mvj †_‡K  1937 mvj ch©šÍ| GB ch©v‡qB gvË ‡R `s cvwU©i c~Y© †bZ…‡Z¡ Avmxb
n‡qwQ‡jb| 1927 mv‡j (1jv AvMó) cvwU©i wbR¯^ mk¯¿ evwnbx (†iW Avwg©) MwVZ n‡qwQj| gvË ‡R `s-Gi †bZ…‡Z¡ `w¶Y
Px‡b cÖ_‡g K‡qKUv gy³vÂj ev jvj NuvwU, c‡i wecøex jvj ivR¨ cÖwZwôZ n‡qwQj| GK ch©v‡q †ewRs-Gi cÖwZwµqvkxj miKvi
I Iqvi jW©iv wgwjZfv‡e jvj ivR¨‡K †NivI Ki‡j, KwgDwbó cvwU© I jvj‡dŠR DËi c~e© w`‡K cðvrcmiY Ki‡Z eva¨
n‡qwQj| †mUvB wQj BwZnvm weL¨vZ jsgvP©| 1934-35 mv‡j GK ermi a‡i  P‡j GB js gvP©, hvi cÖwZw`bB wQj hy×| `k
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nvRvi wK‡jvwgUvi c_ AwZµg K‡i cvwU© †bZ…Z¡ I jvj‡dŠR DËi-c~‡e© †mvwf‡qZ
mxgv‡šÍ ¯’vqx NuvwU I †gnbZx‡`i ivóª cÖwZwôZ Ki‡jb| Amvgvb¨ GB js gv‡P©i
†Kvb Rywo †bB wek¦ BwZnv‡m| 

Pxbv wecøe‡K weR‡qi c‡_ cwiPvwjZ Ki‡Z wM‡q gvI ‡R `s gvK©mev` †jwbbev‡`i
ÁvbfvÛv‡i ỳBwU eo Ae`vb †i‡LwQ‡jb| (1) RbMYZvwš¿K wecø‡ei ZË¡ (2)  wecøex mk¯¿ hy× m¤úwK©Z mvgwiK ZË¡| GB
m¤ú‡K© GB ms¶xß iPbvq we¯ÍvwiZ Av‡jvPbv Kivi AeKvk †bB|  
Gici nj RbMbZvwš¿K wecø‡ei ¯Íi m¤úbœ K‡i mgvRZvwš¿K cybM©V‡bi ch©vq| †jwbb Zvi weL¨vZ ÒMYZvwš¿K wecø‡e †m¨vmvj
†W‡gv‡µwmi ỳB †KŠkjÓ MÖ‡š’ ÒkªwgK K…l‡Ki wecøex MYZvwš¿K GKbvqKZ‡š¿iÓ †h  ZË¡ wbg©vY K‡iwQ‡jb, Zv‡KB m¤cÖmvwiZ
K‡i gvI wbg©vY Ki‡jb ÒRbMYZvwš¿K wecø‡eiÓ ZË¡|  eQi `k‡Ki g‡a¨B Pxb GB ¯Íi AwZµg K‡i mgvRZvwš¿K cybM©V‡bi
c‡_ cÖ‡ek K‡iwQj| †mB m¤úwK©Z gvË-Gi wPšÍvaviv I KvR c„w_exi mKj mgvRZš¿xi Rb¨ wk¶Yxq| civaxb, Avav
Dcwb‡ek, mvgªvR¨ev‡`i Dci wbf©ikxj cðvrc` †`‡ki AwaKvs‡ki †¶‡Î RbMYZvwš¿K wecø‡ei ZË¡ †hgb cÖ‡hvR¨, †Zgwb
Px‡bi K…wl wecøe I cieZ©x‡Z mgvRZvwš¿K cybM©V‡bi AwfÁZvI Avgv‡`i Rb¨ wk¶Yxq|
eZ©gvb Pxbv cvwU© A_©bxwZi †¶‡Î eûwea ms¯‹vi G‡b‡Q| wKš‘ gvI ‡R `s-Gi †bZ…‡Z¡B Pxbv mgvRZvwš¿K mgv‡Ri wfwË †Zix
n‡qwQj| kZe‡l©i mvgªvR¨ev`x jyÚ‡bi d‡j Pxb n‡q c‡owQj GKwU AZ¨šÍ cðvrc` †`‡k| AvR †mB Pxb c„w_exi wØZxq e„nËg
A_©bxwZ| GB A_©bxwZi wfwËUv wKš‘ ˆZix n‡qwQj mgvRZvwš¿K bxwZ I cwiKíbvi Dci ùvwo‡q, gvI ‡R `s-Gi †bZ…‡Z¡| 
gvI ‡R `s gvK©mev`x `k©‡bi †¶‡ÎI weivU gv‡ci Ae`vb †i‡L‡Qb| we‡kl K‡i ÒØ›Øev` cÖm‡½Ó (On Contradiction)
kxl©K gvI ‡R `s-Gi iPbvwU gvK©m G½jm cÖYxZ `k©b ÒØ›Øg~jK e¯‘ev`Ó-Gi GKwU AwZ ¸iæZ¡c~Y© ms‡hvRb|
gvI ‡R `s-Gi Av‡iKwU gnvb Ae`vb wQj ms‡kvabv‡`i weiæ‡× ùvwo‡q gvK©mev` †jwbbev‡`i wecøex gZev`‡K i¶v Kiv Ges
mvgªvR¨ev` we‡ivax msMÖvg‡K AMÖmi K‡i wb‡q hvIqv|  ¯Ívwj‡bi g„Zz¨i ci †mvwf‡qZ cvwU©i 20Zg Ks‡MÖm †_‡K hLb
ms‡kvabev‡`i be ch©v‡q hvÎv ïiæ n‡qwQj, ZLb Pxb ms‡kvabev‡`i weiæ‡× wecøex cZvKv Zz‡j a‡iwQj Ges †mB mg‡qi gnv
weZ‡K© gvË-Gi f~wgKvi A‡bK wKQz GLbI cÖvmw½K|  
‡mvwf‡q‡Zi AwfÁZv †_‡K wk¶v MÖnY K‡i ms‡kvabev‡`i DÌvb‡K cÖwZnZ Kivi Rb¨ gvI ‡ek wKQz c`‡¶c MÖnY K‡ib|
we‡kl K‡i gvI-Gi ÒMY jvBbÓ LyeB cÖvmw½K I wk¶Yxq|
mgvRZvwš¿K A_©‰bwZK KvVv‡gv‡K AUzU †i‡L wZwb ÒkZ dzj dzU‡Z `vIÓ †h jvBb wb‡ ©̀k K‡iwQ‡jb Zv Pxbv mgv‡R Af¨šÍixY
MYZš¿‡K cÖmvwiZ Kivi Rb¨ ¸iæZ¡c~Y© wQj|  
ey‡R©vqv fvev`k©‡K P~ovšÍfv‡e civwRZ Kivi Rb¨ mvs¯‹…wZK wecø‡ei ¸iæZ¡ †jwbb Í̄vwjbI Abyfe K‡iwQ‡jb| †jwbb Zv Kivi Rb¨
mgq cvbwb| wek¦hy× I Af¨šÍixb mv‡ev‡ZR †gvKvwejv BZ¨vw` Kv‡R wb‡qvwRZ _vKvi Kvi‡Y Í̄vwjbI mgq cvbwb| gvI mvs ‹̄…wZK
wecø‡ei KvRwU nv‡Z wb‡qwQ‡jb| ZvwË¡Kfv‡e mwVK n‡jI mvs¯‹…wZK wecøe cÖ‡qv‡Mi †¶‡Î †ek ¶wZKi fyjÎæwU n‡qwQj| 
c„w_ex AvR A‡bK e`‡j wM‡q‡Q|  wKš‘ mvgªvR¨ev` I cu~wRev`‡K civwRZ Kiv Ges mgvRZvwš¿K  c„w_ex Movi HwZnvwmK
KZ©e¨ evwZj n‡q hvqwb| gvby‡li gyw³ msMÖvg hZw`b Ae¨vnZ _vK‡e gvI ‡R `s-Gi KvR I iPbv ZZw`b cÖvmw½K _vK‡e|  

nvq`vi AvKei Lvb i‡bv, m`m¨, cwjUey¨‡iv, evsjv‡`‡ki KwgDwb÷ cvwU©|
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ei‡d evbv‡bv Rv ỳi RMr
b_© Pvqbvi nviweb kn‡i AvBm †dw÷fvj

wbkvZ gvmwdKv

Avgvi †QvU‡ejv †K‡U‡Q cvnvwo GjvKvq, wm‡jU AÂ‡j| †QvU †QvU wUjv, cvnvwo dz‡ji
MÜ, m‡Ü¨ †ejv wkqv‡ji WvK wQj cÖwZw`bKvi iæwUb| cÖvq weKv‡j cwiev‡ii mevB‡K wb‡q
wUjvi Dc‡i Nyi‡Z hvIqv| ZLb †mB †Qv‡Uv wUjvi Dc‡i DV‡jB g‡b n‡Zv Avwg †hb K‡Zv
Dc‡i (!) Kvi mva¨ Av‡Q Avgv‡K aivi (!) fveUv Ggb †hb AvKvk Qzu‡q †dj‡ev ...
eo n‡q ivRavbx XvKvi e¨ Í̄ Rxeb| Kv‡Ri cÖ‡qvR‡b cÖwZw`b mKvj weKvj Qz‡U Pjv| A‡bK
mgq Gfv‡e Rxeb A‡bK GK‡Nu‡q n‡q hvq| ZvB nv‡Z wKQzUv mgq _vK‡jB g‡b nq Ny‡i
Avwm †`‡k wKsev †`‡ki evB‡ii †Kv‡bv kn‡i| †miKg GKwU `viæY ågY Kvwnbx AvR Avgvi
†jLvi welq|  

Avgvi †`Lv Rv ỳi RMZ, †hb GK we¯§qKi ei‡di kni| n üv, Avwg b_© Pvqbvi nviweb kn‡ii K_v ejwQ|  eB‡qi fvlvq
nviweb Pvqbvi DË‡i †nBjswRqvs cÖwf‡Ýi g‡a¨ GKwU mve-cÖwfbwkqvj wmwU n‡jI ejv hvq, kniwU GLb mviv we‡k¦i
DB›Uvi †dw÷fvj K¨vwcUvj| ms¸nv b`xi Zx‡i Aew ’̄Z G kniwU Pvqbvi `kg e„nËg kni| GLv‡b eQ‡ii cÖvq A‡a©K
mgq _v‡K VvÛv| we‡kl K‡i b‡f¤̂i †_‡K †deªæqvwi ch©šÍ nviwe‡bi ZvcgvÎv gvBbv‡mi wb‡P _v‡K| †Kv‡bv †Kv‡bv mgq
ZvcgvÎv gvBbvm 32-GiI wb‡P nq| ZvB e‡j G GjvKvi gvby‡li RxebvhvÎv †_‡g †bB; eis G ˆeix AvenvIqv‡K Zviv
†e‡Q wb‡q‡Qb we‡bv`‡bi Ask wn‡m‡e| b‡f¤̂i, wW‡m¤̂i Avi Rvbyqvwi gv‡m nviwe‡b iv Í̄vq iv Í̄vq †`L‡Z cvIqv hvq mv`v
i‡Oi AvBm ‹̄víPvi A_v©r ei‡di fv ‹̄h©| eid w`‡q evbv‡bv GK Abb¨ c„w_ex ej‡jI fyj ejv n‡e bv| 

AvBm ¯‹víPv‡ii K_v ejvi Av‡M
nviwe‡bi Rxeb hvÎv Avi †mLvbKvi
gvbyl m¤ú‡K© bv ej‡jB bq|
nviwe‡b cÖPÛ VvÛv †mUv gv_vq wb‡q
Avgv‡`i mva¨g‡Zv evsjv‡`k †_‡K
Mig Kvco mÿ U‡K‡m †jvW Kijvg|
fvejvg G‡Zv eo eo Ifvi‡KvU,
†mv‡qUvi, n¨vÛ Møvfm wb‡qwQ- VvÛv
Avgv‡`i wKQz Ki‡Z cvi‡e bv!  †cøb
†_‡K †`L‡Z †cjvg mv`v Pv`‡i
†X‡K Av‡Q GKwU kni| †Kv_vI
wKQz †`Lv hv‡”Q bv| Avwg Avgvi
†mB Mig Kvco¸‡jv c‡i †ei
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njvg| wKš‘ evB‡i †ei n‡q
†`Ljvg kxZ wKQz‡ZB gvb‡Q
bv| Avgvi †fZ‡ii nvo¸‡jv
†h‡bv R‡g hv‡”Q| gb‡K
†evSvjvg Avwg †Zv
A‡bK¸‡jv Mig Kvco
c‡iwQ, myZivs hv n‡”Q Zv
Avgvi g‡bi fzj| 

ciw`b mKv‡j hLb Avgiv
kni †`Lvi D‡Ï‡k¨ †ei
njvg, g‡b nw”Qj Avwg R‡g
hv‡ev| Avwg eyS‡ZB
cviwQjvg bv, Av‡k cv‡ki
me gvbyl Lye ¯̂vfvweKfv‡e

Ifvi‡KvU c‡i Pj‡Q, GgbwK †KD †KD GKUv †KvU c‡i‡Q, Zv‡`i VvÛv jvM‡Q bv wKš‘ Avwg Amȳ ’ n‡q hvw”Q| c_
w`‡q †Rv‡i †Rv‡i nvuUwQ nVvr GK e„×v Avgv‡K nvZ a‡i _vgv‡jb| mwZ¨ ej‡Z Kx, Avwg cÖ_gUvq fqB †c‡qwQjvg|
G‡K †Zv A‡Pbv kni, Zvi g‡a¨ fvlv Avgvi Rvbv †bB| Aí mgq ciB eyS‡Z cvwi e„×v Avgv‡K wKQz ej‡Z Pv‡”Qb|
Avgvi kix‡ii wewfbœ RvqMvq nvZ w`‡q, GiciB wb‡Ri †Kv‡U nvZ ivL‡Qb| AvcÖvY fv‡e wZwb Avgv‡K †Kv‡bv wKQz
†evSv‡Z †Póv Ki‡Qb| Gi wKQzÿY ciB Avwg ey‡S †dwj e„×v Avgv‡K ej‡Z Pv‡”Qb Avwg †h Mig Kvco c‡i AvwQ, Zv
ILvbKvi AvenvIqvi Rb¨ h‡_ó bq| Avgvi Kvco¸‡jv kxZcÖavb †`‡ki Rb¨ ˆZwi bv| G‡Z Avwg Avi K‡qK NÈv
ciB Amȳ ’ n‡q hv‡ev| Avwg ixwZg‡Zv AevK njvg| wPwb bv, Rvwb bv, fvlv Rvwb bv-Avwg Amȳ ’ n‡j †mB A‡_© GB e„×vi
wKQz hvq Av‡mI bv| wKš‘ wZwb Avgv‡K wb‡q wPwšÍZ| Avwg gy» njvg| Gici †h †nv‡U‡j †L‡Z emjvg, †`Ljvg mevB
Ny‡i wd‡i Avgv‡`i †`L‡Q| †evSv hv‡”Q Avgv‡`i wb‡q Av‡jvPbv Ki‡Q| LyeB ¯̂vfvweK- †Kbbv nviweb kn‡i Avgiv
we‡`wk| Lye GKUv †KD VvÛvi Rb¨ †mLv‡b †eov‡Z hvb bv|

Avgvi g‡b ZL‡bv †mB c‡_i e„×v, fvewQ †Kv_vq hv‡ev Mig Kvco wKb‡Z! GiB g‡a¨ Avevi GK `¤úwZ G‡jv|
Bkvivq n¨v‡jv e‡j gwnjv Av‡Mi †mB e„×vi g‡Zv Avgvi nvZ a‡i †`Lv‡”Qb| Gevi Avwg GK wgwb‡UB eySjvg gwnjv
Kx ej‡Z Pv‡”Qb| AevK njvg G‡`‡ki cÖ‡Z¨KUv gvby‡li gb G‡Zv D`vi, G‡Zv AwZw_civqY! 

ciw`b †`vfvlx b¨vwÝ Avgv‡`i m‡½ hy³ n‡jb| gwnjvwU cÖ_‡gB Mig Kvc‡oi e¨e¯’v K‡i w`‡jb| b¨vwÝi m‡½ Avgvi
m¤úK© GKUv ch©v‡q ïay cÖ‡dkbvj iB‡jv bv| Avwg Avmvi mgq b¨vwÝ Lye KvbœvKvwU K‡i‡Qb| Avgv‡K b¨vwÝi evmvq
wb‡q †M‡Qb| †iu‡a LvB‡q‡Qb| Aí mg‡qi g‡a¨ ey‡S †M‡Qb Avwg Kx cQ›` Kwi, Kx Kwi bv.. me wKQz| GL‡bv gv‡S
g‡a¨ hLb Avwg GKvKx _vwK, g‡bi g‡a¨ †Kv_vI Avgvi b¨vwÝi K_v fxlY fv‡e g‡b c‡o| †h KUv w`b Avgiv nviwe‡b
wQjvg, mKvj †ejvq b¨vwÝ P‡j Avm‡Zb| cÖ_‡gB †nv‡U‡j †hZvg †L‡Z| GKevi Avgvi Lye c‡ivUv †L‡Z B‡”Q n‡jv|
wKš‘ †m‡`‡k †Zv Avi c‡ivUv nq bv Avgv‡`i †`‡ki g‡Zv| 

b¨vwÝ IB †nv‡U‡ji gvwjK‡K wM‡q Kx ej‡jb, gvwjK Avgv‡K Zv‡`i ivbœvN‡i wb‡q †M‡jb| †kd‡`i ej‡jb Avwg
hv PvB, ZvB K‡i w`‡Z| Avwg b¨vwÝ‡K ejwQ, b¨vwÝ I‡`i eywS‡q w`‡”Qb-GiKg K‡i c‡ivUv ˆZwi n‡q †Mj| Kx †h
Avb›` Avgv‡`i| K_v¸‡jv ejvi KviY Av‡Q| Avwg Pvqbvi gvbyl m¤ú‡K© aviYv w`jvg| nviwe‡b AvBm ¯‹víPvi
†`L‡Z wM‡qwQ wKš‘ Zvi cv‡k ILvbKvi gvbyl¸‡jv G‡Zv AmvaviY g‡bi Zv bv ej‡j Avgvi ågY Kvwnbx Am¤ú~Y©
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†_‡K hv‡e| I‡`i †Kv‡bv
wKQzB Avgv‡`i Ici
Pvwc‡q †`q wb| eis Iiv
Avgv‡`i wek¦vm, Avgv‡`i
wbR¯^Zv‡K kÖ×v K‡i‡Q|
G‡ZB †evSv hvq RvwZ
wn‡m‡e Iiv A‡bK DuPz‡Z| 

nviwe‡bi RxebhvÎv
AmvaviY| G‡Zv ei‡di
kni| wKš‘ I‡`i mKvj
nq A‡bK Av‡M| mKvj
8Uvi g‡a¨ mevB Awd‡m
Dcw¯’Z _v‡Kb| Awdm
QzwU nq we‡Kj 5 Uvq|
KvuPvevRvi¸‡jv Awdm
ïiæi Av‡MB †kl n‡q
hvq| eq¯‹‡`i Iiv
fxlbfv‡e kÖ×v K‡ib| we‡kl K‡i hv‡`i eqm lvU eQ‡ii Dc‡i Zv‡`i PjvP‡ji Rb¨ evm mvwf©‡m i‡q‡Q we‡kl
wWmKvD›U| Avi we‡bv`b cvK©¸‡jv‡Z wmwbqi wmwU‡R‡bi Rb¨ †Kv‡bv Gw›Uª wd †bqv nq bv| Iiv cwievi †Kw› ª̀K|
`v`v-`vw`, bvbv-bvwb mevB GKm‡½ _vK‡Z fv‡jvev‡mb| 

K_vi wc‡V A‡bK K_vq AvBm ¯‹víPv‡ii K_vB ejv n‡jv bv| nviwe‡b R‡g _vKv eid LyuwP‡q LyuwP‡q Zviv evwb‡q
_v‡Kb wewfbœ wmwU, fv¯‹h© GgbwK wWRwbj¨vÛ! cÖ_gw`‡K GK`j gvbyl †bnv‡qZ k‡Li e‡m eid w`‡q bvbv iKg
¯‹víPvi evbv‡Zb| wKš‘ ax‡i ax‡i GwU Avi k‡L mxgve× iB‡jv bv| ixwZg‡Zv cÖwZ‡hvwMZv ïiæ n‡jvÑ†K Kvi †_‡K
K‡Zv my›`i K‡i eid w`‡q Gme ¯‹víPvi evbv‡Z cv‡i| 1985 mv‡ji w`‡K nviwe‡b cÖ_g AvBm ¯‹víPvi †dw÷fvj
AbywôZ nq| †mLv‡b c„w_exi wewfbœ †`k †_‡K ch©UK G‡m wfo K‡i ei‡di ˆZwi G ivRZ¡ †`L‡Z|

Avi GLb? ïay ivRZ¡ ej‡j fzj n‡e| kxZKv‡j nviweb wmwU Ac~e© GK iƒc aviY K‡i, hv †Kej †Pv‡L bv †`L‡j
wek¦vm Kiv hvq bv| w`‡bi †ejvq mv`v aea‡e kn‡i Pj‡Z-wdi‡Z †Pv‡L c‡o mv`v wµ÷v‡ji g‡Zv my›`i me
¯‹víPvi| Avi iv‡Z †mB ei‡di ˆZwi ¯‹víPv‡ii g‡a¨ †mU K‡i †`Iqv nq iO-†ei‡Oi Av‡jv| me wgwj‡q Ac~e©|

gRvi e¨vcvi n‡”Q, eid w`‡q evbv‡bv Gme Nievwo Avi wWRwbj¨vÛ ïay †Pv‡L †`Lvi Rb¨ bq| †Q‡j-ey‡ov mevB
†mB evwoNi I wWRwbj¨v‡Ûi †fZ‡i Pjv‡div Ki‡Z cv‡i| GgbwK _vKvi myweavI Av‡Q| w`b w`b cÖwZ‡hvwMZv Ggb
ch©v‡q wM‡q †cuŠ‡Q‡Q †h, GLb Avi iv¯Ívi cv‡k R‡g _vKv ei‡d Zv‡`i KvR P‡j bv| ixwZg‡Zv Pov `v‡g Zviv eid
wK‡b Av‡bb AvBm ¯‹víPvi evbv‡bvi Rb¨| K‡Zv wKQz evbv‡bv nq Zv wb‡Ri †Pv‡L bv †`L‡j wVK wek¦vm Kiv hvq bv|
G‡Zv m~² KviæKvR, wbLyuZ wbgv©Y ˆkjx| mviv mgq LyuwP‡q LyuwP‡q evwb‡q Pj‡Q wkíxiv| c„w_ex‡Z Am¤¢e e‡j wKQz
†bB, G K_vwU cÖgvY K‡i‡Q nviwe‡bi eid RM‡Zi evwm›`viv| 

mgq †c‡j Ny‡i Avmyb PgrKvi GB hv ỳi kni †_‡K| †mB AwfÁZv we‡kl K‡i †m‡`‡ki gvbyl Avi ¯‹víPvi Avcbvi
Rxe‡b †e‡uP _vKvi GK Abb¨ Aby‡cÖiYv wn‡m‡e KvR Ki‡e| 

wbkvZ gvmwdKv, mvsevw`K I MYgva¨g D‡`¨v³v, m¤úv`K-jvBd÷vBj I  †mvbvwj mKvj|
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Pvqbv evsjv‡`k m¤úK©: wRivd wW‡cøv‡gwm I Av‡jvwKZ AZxZ

†gvnv¤§` gvngy ỳ¾vgvb 

Pvqbv I evsjv‡`k c„w_exi ỳ‡Uv cÖvPxb mf¨Zvi cÖwZwbwaZ¡ Ki‡Q| hLb we‡k¦i eo Ask AÜKv‡i
cy‡ivcywi Av”Qbœ wQj ZLbI Pvqbv Ges cÖvPxb evsjv gvbe mf¨Zvi Av‡jv †R¡‡j iv‡L| Pvqbvi
m‡½ evsjv ev cieZx© mg‡qi evsjv‡`‡ki m¤úK© ZvB HwZnvwmK Ges wek¦ mf¨Zvi Rb¨ AwZ
¸iæZ¡c~Y©| G m¤úK© AšÍZ AvovB nvRvi eQ‡ii cyiv‡bv wnmv‡e we‡ePbv Kiv nq| wek¦L¨vZ
`w¶YvÂjxq wmé iæU Ges mgy ª̀c‡_ GB ỳB mf¨Zvi g‡a¨ Mfxi †hvMv‡hvM wQj| evwYR¨, ms¯‹…wZ
Ges ag© GB wZbwU wQj GB †hvMv‡hv‡Mi me‡P‡q ¸iæZ¡c~Y© gva¨g|

wmé iæ‡Ui wZbwU c_ Pvqbvi m‡½ fviZxq Dcgnv‡`k‡K mshy³ K‡iwQj| GB wZbwU n‡jv
DËivÂjxq wmé iæU, †bŠ wmé iæU I `w¶YvÂjxq wmé iæU| eZ©gvb evsjv‡`k ev cÖvPxb evsjvi
m‡½ wbweofv‡e m¤ú„³ wQj `w¶YvÂjxq wmé iæU| Gi BwZnvm 2400 eQ‡iiI †ewk Ges Ab¨

ỳ‡Uv wmé iæ‡Ui †P‡q cÖvPxb| Pvi nvRvi wK‡jvwgUv‡ii GB †hvMv‡hv‡M XvKvi A ~̀‡i Dqvix -e‡Uk¦i hy³ wQj e‡j
BwZnvmwe`MY g‡b K‡ib| ¸iæZ¡c~Y© e¨emv †K› ª̀ I weL¨vZ †bŠ e›`i Dqvix -e‡Uk¦i AvovB nvRvi eQi Av‡Mi Pvqbvi m‡½
evwY‡R¨i Rb¨B ïay mshy³ wQj bv, GLv‡b †eŠ× a‡g©i e¨vcK PP©v n‡Zv| m¤cÖwZ Dqvix -e‡Uk¦‡i Avwe¯‹…Z behy³ g„rcvÎ Dqvix-
e‡Uk¦i AÂ‡j wLª÷ c~e©vãKv‡j †eŠ× ag© PP©vi BwZnvm Rvbv hvq| cÙ-gw›`i I wenv‡ii Avwe®‹vi cieZ©xKv‡j weKwkZ
†eŠ×a‡g©i wb‡ ©̀k K‡i| 

BwZnvmwe`MY g‡b K‡ib, Pvqbvi wQb iv‡Ri kvm‡biI Av‡M †_‡K `w¶YvÂjxq wmé iæ‡Ui Aw¯ÍZ¡ wQj| gv‡S wKQy mgq weiZ
_vK‡jI `w¶YvÂjxq c_wU Avevi †Lvjv nq KviY DËivÂjxq wmé iæUwU wQj AwZwi³ DuPz wbPz| `w¶YvÂjxq wmé iæ‡Ui
gva¨‡g Pvqbv gvqvbgvi n‡q evsjvi †fZi w`‡q fvi‡Zi m‡½ †hvMv‡hvM Ki‡Zv|

`w¶YvÂjxq wmé iæUwU Pvqbvi myqvb cÖ‡`‡ki †Qs ỳ mgf~wg †_‡K ïiæ n‡q BDbvb cÖ‡`‡ki
ivRavbx Kzbwgs, `vwj, evIkvb I iæBwj n‡q gvqvbgvi n‡q evsjvi †fZi w`‡q wM‡q‡Q|
Av‡iKwU kvLv c_ BDbvb †_‡K AvivKvb DcZ¨Kv w`‡q gwYcyi iv‡R¨ †cuŠQvq| me¸‡jv
c‡_iB j¶¨ wQj cyÛªea©b| GB GjvKvwU eZ©gvb Ae ’̄vb evsjv‡`‡ki e¸ov †Rjvq|  

Av‡Li DrcwË ¯’j n‡”Q 1000 L„÷c~e©v‡ãi Av‡M Avw` ˆew`K hy‡Mi †k‡l wZ¯Ívi
cwjgvwU AÂ‡j| wPwb, ¸o I wgQwi evsjvi gvby‡li Awe®‹vi| cyÛª k‡ãi A_© AvL| cyÛª
†_‡K †cŠÛª| AvL PvlRwbZ mg„w× †_‡K D™¢e N‡U †cŠÛª iv‡R¨i| gnvfvi‡Z †Mvag©x Fwl
`xN©Zgvi DcvL¨v‡b †cŠÛª iv‡R¨i bvg Av‡Q| cieZx©Kv‡j, †cŠÛª bMixi bvg nq cyÛªea©b-
cyÛª ev AvL †_‡K hvi e„w×| GB mg„× cyÛªea©b bMixB wQj wmé iæ‡Ui wgjb †K› ª̀| GLvb
†_‡KB fvi‡Zi wewfbœ ¯’v‡b evwYR¨ mvgMÖx †cuŠ‡Q †hZ|

gnvfviZmn cÖvPxb mvwn‡Z¨ AwfRvZ fviZxq‡`i wmé ev †ik‡gi †cvkvK civi K_v
Rvbv hvq Kgc‡¶ AvovB nvRvi eQi Av‡M| GB †ikg Avm‡Zv Pvqbv †_‡K| †ikg
eq‡bi wk¶vI wmé iæU a‡i GK mgq GB AÂ‡j †cŠu‡Q hvq| wmé, Pv, †jvnvi mvgMÖx
I †jvnv Mjv‡bvi wk¶v Pvqbv †_‡K GB AÂ‡j Av‡m| evsjv‡`‡ki †fZi w`‡q fviZ
†_‡K Pvqbvq hvq AvL, jvD, Kzgov, bvkcvwZ, †e¸b BZ¨vw`| 

Pvqbv †_‡K A‡b‡KB G‡`‡k Av‡mb| Z‡e GB AÂj wb‡q †jLv‡jwL K‡i‡Qb Ggb
e¨w³‡`i g‡a¨ mevi Av‡M Av‡mb wPb ivRes‡ki wf¶z dv wn‡qb| 399 mv‡j 63 eQi
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eq‡mi GKRb cÖex‡Yi ARvbv c‡_ †ewi‡q cov wQj Awfbe NUbv| dv wn‡qb †eŠ× ag© wk¶vMÖn‡Y G‡`‡k Av‡mb| wZwb
evsjvq wÎkwU gV I ỳB nvRv‡ii Ici wf¶z †`‡L‡Qb| 

Av‡iK Rb wf¶z I cwieªvRK GB AÂ‡j weL¨vZ nb| wZwb n‡jb wnDqvb mvs| 629 wL«óv‡ã Pvqbvi _vs ivRes‡ki †eŠ× ag©¸iæ
wnDqvb mvs fviZel© åg‡Y Av‡mb| wZwb bvj›`vq †eŠ× a‡g©i Ici cvV †bb| wnDqvb mvs †mLv‡b XvKvi Awaevmx kxj f ª̀‡K
¸iæ wnmv‡e cvb| wbR †`‡k wd‡i wM‡q Zuvi †jLv Ôgnvb _vs‡qi cwðgvÂ‡ji ågYwjwcÕ eB‡Z 1300 eQi Av‡MKvi evsjv
AÂ‡ji Ae¯’v eY©bv K‡iwQ‡jb| wZwb wj‡LwQ‡jb, G AÂj wQj cÖK…wZi Acvi we¯§q Avi m¤ú‡` Vvmv| GLvbKvi gvby‡liv
R‡ji av‡i evmv evua‡Zv, e„¶‡ivcY Ki‡Zv Avi Ki‡Zv dy‡ji evMvb| mvgvwRK m¤cÖxwZ wQj Ac~e©| evsjvi ms¯‹…wZ wQj Ggb
†hLv‡b wk¶vB wQj cÖavb| ¯’vbxqiv eBcov Ges wkw¶ZRb‡`i fvjevm‡Zv| Giv wfbœgZ‡K kª×vf‡i MÖnY Ki‡Zv| GUv wQj
GK Av‡jvwKZ mgvR, hvi gM‡Ri ỳqvi wQj †Lvjv Avi hv Drmvn †RvMv‡Zv ci¯ú‡ii g‡a¨ †gjeÜb Mo‡Z| 

†eŠ× a‡g©i we¯Ív‡i evsjvi †h ag©¸iæ Pvqbvq e¨vcK m¤§vb I kª×v jvf K‡ib wZwb weµgcy‡ii eRª‡hvwMbx MÖv‡gi AZxk
`xc¼i| whwb Pvqbvq ÔAwZkvÕ bv‡g mycwiwPZ| wZwb kªxjsKv I B‡›`v‡bwkqv‡ZI wM‡qwQ‡jb| gh©v`vq bvj›`vi c‡iB we‡ewPZ
weµgvkxjv wenv‡ii cÖavb ¸iæ wQ‡jb AZxk `xc¼i| wngvjq ce©‡Zi ỳM©g c_ †cwi‡q †bcvj n‡q wZeŸ‡Z †cŠuQvb wZwb 1038
mv‡j| Pvqbvq †eŠ× a‡g©i cÖPvi I cÖmv‡i AZxk `xc¼i me‡P‡q ¸iæZ¡c~Y© f~wgKv cvjb K‡ib| †b_vs gw›`‡i Zuvi †`nf®§
ivLv nq| evsjv‡`‡ki †eŠ× wf¶z‡`i Aby‡iv‡a Ges Dfq miKv‡ii AvšÍwiKZvq 1978 mv‡j AZxk `xc¼‡ii †`nf¯§
evsjv‡`‡k Avbv nq| Pvqbv miKvi weµgcy‡ii eRª‡hvwMbx MÖv‡g AZxk `xc¼‡ii ¯§i‡Y GKwU ¯§„wZ ¯’vcbv wbg©vY K‡i †`q|
Gi cv‡kB GKwU nj iæg I cvVvMvi M‡o I‡V‡Q AZxk `xc¼‡ii bv‡g| 

Bmjvg a‡g©i cÖPv‡ii †¶‡ÎI Pvqbv evsjv‡`‡ki ms‡hvM Av‡Q| Rvbv hvq, gnvbex (mv.) RxweZ Ae¯’vq AšÍZ wZbRb mvnvex
PÆMÖvg n‡q Pvqbvq iIbv nb| Zuviv n‡jb mv` Be‡b Avwe Iqv°vm (iv.), mvC` Be‡b Rvwq` (iv.) Ges Kv‡qm Be‡b mv`
(iv.)| Zuviv †bŠc‡_ A¨vwewmwbqv †_‡K iIbv n‡q PÆMÖvg G‡m Ae¯’vb †bb| †mLvb †_‡K c~e© fvi‡Zi gwbcyi n‡q Pvqbvi c‡_
iIbv nb| Pvqbvq
Bmjvg ag© cÖPv‡i cÖavb
f~wgKv cvjb K‡ib mvn-
vex mv` Be‡b Avwe
Iqv°vm (iv.)| wZwb
m¤ú‡K© gnvbex (mv.)-i
gvgv wQ‡jb Ges wZbevi
Pvqbvq hvb| kxl© mvn-
vex‡`i msw¶ß ZvwjKvq
Zuvi bvg wQj| Lwjdv
Imgv‡bi (iv.) mgq
msKwjZ cweÎ
†KviAv‡bi GKwU Kwc
m‡½ wb‡q wZwb Pvqbvq
hvb| gymjgvb‡`i
cvim¨ R‡qi
†bZ…Z¡`vbKvix e‡iY¨
mvnvex mv` Be‡b Avwe
Iqv°vm (iv.) Pvqbvi
†MvqvÄ GjvKvq ûqvB
m¤cÖ`v‡qi g‡a¨ cÖ_g
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Bmjvg cÖPvi K‡ib| †mLv‡b wZwb Pvqbvi cÖ_g gmwR` ¯’vcb
K‡ib| hv ûqvBmv½ gmwR` bv‡g cwiwPZ| bvbv ai‡bi
ms¯‹v‡ii ci gmwR`wU GL‡bv Av‡Q| GwU we‡k¦i Ab¨Zg cÖvPxb
gmwR` wnmv‡e we‡ewPZ| gmwR`wU jvBUnvDm ev evwZNi
gmwR` bv‡gI cwiwPZ| mvnvex mv` Be‡b Avwe Iqv°vm (iv.)
hLb cÖ_g Pvqbv hvb †m mgq Av‡iKRb ¸iæZ¡c~Y© mvnvex Avwgi
nvgRv (iv.) A¨vwewmwbqv †_‡K PÆMÖv‡g Av‡mb| wZwb PÆMÖvg
†_‡K c~e© fvi‡Zi gwbcy‡i wM‡q †mLv‡bB Bmjvg ag© cÖPv‡i
g‡bvwb‡ek K‡ib| m¤ú‡K© gnvbex (mv.)-i PvPv wQ‡jb wZwb|

wkí I K„wl‡Z we‡k¦i kxl© ch©v‡q _vKv cÖvPxb evsjv RvnvR
wbg©v‡YI GwM‡q wQj| Avie ewYK‡`i eû RvnvR PÆMÖv‡g wfoZ|
eZ©gv‡bi †m›U gvwU©bm AvBj¨vÛ wQj Avie‡`i Ab¨Zg wekªvg
†K› ª̀| evsjv n‡q I‡VwQj me mf¨Zvi GK wgjb‡K› ª̀| hvi d‡j
evsjv I Pvqbvi g‡a¨ wbqwgZ moK I †bŠc‡_ †hvMv‡hvM NU‡Zv|
G Kvi‡Y Pvqbvq evsjv we‡kl fv‡e cwiwPZ wQj| 

Pvqbvi weL¨vZ mys ivRes‡ki kvmbKv‡j wewfbœ †`‡ki Ici
Zviv †h Awdwmqvj †iKW© msMÖn Ki‡Zv Zvi g‡a¨ evsjv wQj
Ab¨Zg| GLv‡b evsjv‡K ¯^Zš¿ iv‡óªi g‡ZvB we‡ePbv Kiv
n‡Zv| RvI iæwk 1225 mv‡j GB †iKW© eyKwU ˆZwi K‡ib| mys
cieZx© BDqvb ivRvi Avg‡j evsjvi K_v bvbvfv‡e G‡m‡Q| 

PvqwbR evwYR¨ Rvnv‡R P‡o 1330 mvj †_‡K mvZ eQi evsjv
Ges Av‡k cv‡ki AÂ‡j Ny‡i Iqvs `vB BDqvb GKwU eB wj‡Lb

Ôwe‡`wk Øxcmg~‡ni we¯ÍvwiZ weeiYÕ bv‡g| eBwU‡Z evsjv m¤ú‡K© wZwb †j‡Lb, ÔA‡bK cvnvo Ges „̀wób›`b Mv‡Q f‡i Av‡Q
G AÂj|Õ wZwb Zuvi eY©bvq Rvbvb, evsjvi gvbyl wZbevi dmj djvq| Rwg †d‡j iv‡L bv| Pvlvev‡` Zviv PgrKvi wbqg †g‡b
P‡j| wbZ¨ cÖ‡qvRbxq mvgMÖx¸‡jv LyeB m¯Ív| ¯’vbxq gvby‡liv AvšÍwiK, mnR Ges `qvjy| wZwb Rvbvb, evsjvq cÖPwjZ †iŠc¨
gy ª̀vi bvg ÔUv½vÕ| 

14 kZK †_‡K ïiæ nIqv Pvqbvi wgs ivRes‡ki wZbkZ eQ‡ii kvmbKv‡j evsjvi m‡½ Pvqbvi m¤úK© wQj me‡P‡q Mfxi|
evsjvq ZLb myjZvbx Avgj PjwQj| we‡kl K‡i myjZvb wMqvmDwÏb Avhg kvni mgq eQ‡i ỳB kZvwaK eviI cÎ ev ~̀‡Zi
gva¨‡g Z_¨ Av`vb cÖ`v‡bi NUbv N‡U‡Q| G¸‡jvi g‡a¨ e¨w³MZ AwfgZ GgbwK myjZv‡bi †jLv KweZvI wQj| myjZvb
Pvqbvi m‡½ †KŠkjMZ m¤úK© ¯’vcb K‡ib| hvi d‡j w`wj i kvmKivI evsjv‡K wb‡q wPwšÍZ n‡q c‡ob| myjZv‡bi g„Zz¨i ci
Pvqbvi ivRv GKRb we‡kl ~̀Z cvwV‡qwQ‡jb Zuvi †klK…‡Z¨ Ask wb‡Z XvKvi A ~̀‡i †mvbviMuvI GjvKvq| 

myjZvb wMqvDwÏb Avhg kvni ci Zuvi †Q‡j mvBdDwÏb nvgRv kvn bZzb kvmK nb| wZwb Zuvi evevi bxwZ AbymiY K‡ib|
wZwb `w¶Y Avwd«Kv †_‡K GKwU wRivd G‡b Pvqbvi Ry ivRv‡K Dcnvi †`b| PvqwbR‡`i Kv‡Q ÔwQwjbÕ ev wRivd wQj mg„w×i
cÖZxK| mgqUv wQj 1414 mvj| GB wRivd Dcnvi †c‡q ivRv †_‡K ïiæ K‡i mvaviY gvbyl Avb‡›` AvZ¥nviv n‡q c‡ob|
mevi †jLv Awfb›`b evYx †lvj L‡Ûi eB‡qi AvKvi aviY K‡i|

Gi ciI bvbv mg‡q Pvqbvi m‡½ evsjvi m¤úK© wQj AvšÍwiKZvq cwic~Y©| A‡b‡KB cÖZ¨vkv K‡ib, Av‡jvwKZ AZx‡Zi GB
PgrKvi m¤úK© †R¨vwZgq fwel¨‡Zi Rb¥ †`‡e| 

†gvnv¤§` gvngy ỳ¾vgvb, mvsevw`K I MYgva¨g D‡`¨v³v, m¤úv`K-iæUm, e¨e¯’vcbv m¤úv`K - ivBwRs Gwkqv g¨vMvwRb|
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GKwU Gkxq bÿ‡Îi Afy¨`q
kixd †gvnv¤§` Lvb

2016 mv‡ji cÖ_g gv‡mi cÖ_g mßv‡n ˆewk¦K A_©‰bwZK cwigÛ‡j my ~̀icÖmvix GKwU NUbvi 
AvbyôvwbKZv m¤úbœ nq| we‡k¦i wØZxq e„nËg A_©bxwZi †`‡ki ivRavbx †eBwRs-G Asian

Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) bvgK GKwU eûcÿxq ˆewk¦K Avw_©K cÖwZôv‡bi
AvbyôvwbK Kvh©µ‡gi D‡Øvab Kiv nq| cÖvq ỳÕeQi Av‡M Px‡bi ivóªcwZ wk wRbwcs GB Avw_©K
cÖwZôv‡bi MV‡bi cÖ¯Ívebv Dc¯’vcb K‡ib hv mv‡_ mv‡_ e¨vcK mvov RvMv‡Z mÿg nq| †MÖU
n‡ji c~e© w`‡Ki GKwU wgjbvqZ‡b 4 Rvbyqvix †mvgevi Px‡bi ivóªcwZ 57wU †`‡ki cÖwZwbwa‡`i
Dcw¯’wZ‡Z GB HwZnvwmK NUbvi m~ÎcvZ K‡ib| 

c„w_exi wewfbœ gnv‡`‡ki 57wU †`k AIIB cÖwZôvZv m`m¨ wnmv‡e AskMÖn‡Yi wm×všÍ MÖnY K‡i|
m`m¨ ivóª¸‡jvi g‡a¨ i‡q‡Q BD‡iv‡ci eo eo A_©bxwZi †`k¸‡jvmn we‡k¦i cÖvq mKj

cÖfvekvjx †`k¸‡jv| RvwZ ms‡Ni ¯’vqx 5 m`m¨wewkó wbivcËv cwil‡`i 4 Rb, BD‡ivcxq BDwbq‡bi 28wU m`m¨ ‡`‡ki
14wU Avi 34 m`‡m¨i kw³kvjx cÖwZôvb Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Gi
21wU m`m¨ ‡`k| Gwkqv-†cwmwdK AÂ‡ji †`k¸‡jvi g‡a¨ GK Rvcvb Qvov Avi me †`kB AIIB-i cÖwZôvZv m`m¨iƒ‡c
AskMÖnY K‡i‡Q| BRivBj-Gi gZ gvwK©b†Nlv †`kI Aaxi AvMÖ‡n †hvM`vb K‡i‡Q| Ggb wK AvÂwjK cÖwZØ›Øx fviZI
AskMÖnY ‡_‡K wb‡R‡K mwi‡q iv‡Lwb| Avi GKgvÎ cÖZ¨vL¨vZ n‡q‡Q Px‡bi ZvBIqvb AÂ‡ji Av‡e`b| ej‡Z †M‡j
hy³ivóª‡K A¯^w¯Í‡Z †d‡j AIIB-‡Z AskMÖn‡Yi wnwoK c‡o hvq| we‡kl K‡i hy³ivR¨, d«vÝ, Rvg©vbx I A‡óªwjqvi gZ hy³iv‡óªi
Nwbó wgÎ †`k¸‡jvi AIIB-‡Z †hvM`vb‡K K~U‰bwZK K~ wnmv‡eB we‡ePbv Kiv n‡”Q|

57wU †`‡ki AskMÖn‡Y cÖwZwôZ AIIB Zvi hvÎvjMœ †_‡KB we‡k¦i cÖavb A_©bxwZi †`k gvwK©b hy³iv‡óªi we‡ivwaZvi m¤§yLxb
nq| e¨vswKs bxwZ-ˆbwZKZv cÖm‡½ wewfbœ cÖkœ DÌvc‡bi ga¨ w`‡q AIIB-i MÖnY‡hvM¨Zv‡K cÖkœwe× ev weZ©wKZ Kivi cÖ‡Póv †bq
hy³ivóª| IqvwksUb AIIB-i cwiPvjb cÖwµqvi ¸YMZ gvb m¤ú‡K© wek¦gv‡bi mgZzj¨ n‡e bv e‡j AvksKv cÖKvk K‡i| ỳbx©wZ
cÖwZ‡iva I cwi‡ek msiÿ‡Yi e¨vcv‡i AIIB-i h_vh_ f~wgKv cvj‡bi cÖ‡kœ D‡ØM e¨³ K‡i hy³ivóª| Z‡e mgv‡jvPK‡`i g‡Z,
we‡ivwaZvi g~j KviY‡K Avovj Kivi Rb¨B Av‡gwiKv GB mg¯Í cÖm½ nvwRi Kivi †KŠkj MÖnY K‡i| IqvwksU‡bi Kv‡iv Kv‡iv
g‡Z, wek¦ e¨vsK I IMFGi gZ cÖwZôvb¸wji f~wgKv‡K Ae`wgZ KivB AIIB-i MV‡bi cÖK…Z D‡Ïk¨| wek¦ A_©bxwZi MwZ-cÖK…wZ
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wba©viYKvix ms¯’vmg~‡ni wbqš¿‡Yi †KŠkjMZ (÷ª¨v‡UwRK) cÖkœwUB hy³iv‡óªi AIIB-we‡ivax f~wgKvi g~j KviY e‡j we‡klÁMY
g‡b K‡ib| 

eZ©gvb ỳwbqvi A_©bxwZi gvbwP‡Îi MwZ-cÖK…wZ wba©viYKvix cÖwZôvb ỳwU WB I IMF-Gi D™¢e nq wØZxq wek¦hy× †kl nIqvi
cÖv°v‡j 1944 mv‡ji RyjvB gv‡m| we‡k¦i 44wU †`‡ki cÖwZwbwaMY hy³iv‡óªi wbD n¨vgkvqv‡ii (New Hampshire) †eªUb
DWm (Bretton Woods) bvgK ¯’v‡b wgwjZ n‡q wØZxq wek¦hy‡×vËi BD‡iv‡ci cybM©Vb I 1930 mv‡ji gnvg›`vi cyb©ive„wË
†ivaK‡í ỳwU cÖwZôvb MV‡bi wm×všÍ MÖnY K‡i| Pvwn`vi mvgwMÖK AebwZB gnvg›`vi cÖK…Z KviY wn‡m‡e wPwýZ K‡i m‡¤§j‡b
AskMÖnYKvix weªwUk A_©bxwZwe` †KBÝ Zv †ivaK‡í cÖ‡bv`bvg~jK Avw_©K bxwZ Z_v miKvix e¨q e„w×, ïé n«vm I e¨vsK my`
Kgv‡bv cÖf…wZ e¨e¯’v ev¯Íevq‡bi AwfgZ e¨³ K‡ib| wKš‘ MZ kZvãxi 80Õi `k‡K †ivbvÛ wiM¨vb I gvM©v‡iU _¨vPv‡ii mg‡q
cÖwZôvb ỳwU (WB I IMF) D³ m‡¤§j‡bi wm×všÍejxi wecixZ Ae¯’vb †bq| G cÖm‡½ †bv‡ejweRqx A_©bxwZwe` Joseph

stiglitz-Gi fvl¨ Founded on the belief that markets often worked badly it now champions market supremacy

with ideological fervor.

mgmvgwqK Kv‡ji wek¦ A_©bxwZi cÖK…wZ wba©viYKvix ms¯’v ỳwUi D™¢eKv‡j AvR‡Ki D`xqgvb A_©bxwZi †`k¸‡jvi cÖvq mevB
Dcwb‡ewkK †kvl‡bi RvZvK‡j Ave× wQj| gvnv_xi †gvnv¤§` Zvi Gwkqv cÖZ¨vkv I m¤¢vebv bvgK cy¯Í‡K D‡jøL K‡i‡Qb †h
50Õi `k‡Ki Gwkqvi Av_©-mvgvwRK Ae¯’v †`‡L †KD ¯^‡cœI Kíbv Ki‡Z cviZ bv †h Gwkqv †Kvbw`b we‡k¦i A_©‰bwZK
ÿgZvi Avav‡i cwiYZ n‡e| 90Õi `k‡Ki cÖvi‡¤¢ c~e©Gwkqvi AvÂwjK A_©bxwZ µqÿgZvi gvb`‡Û cwðg BD‡ivc I
hy³iv‡óªi A_©bxwZi mgch©v‡q DcbxZ nq| evRvi ms¯‹v‡ii gva¨‡g A_©‰bwZK Dbœq‡bi c‡_ AMÖmi n‡q mgKvjxb we‡k¦ Pxb
A_©‰bwZK mycvi cvIqvi iƒ‡c Avwef~©Z n‡q‡Q| we‡k¦i ga¨g Av‡qi †`k¸‡jvi AeKvVv‡gv Dbœq‡b wewb‡qvM ev Avw_©K
mn‡hvwMZvi cÖ‡kœ wek¦ e¨vsK‡K †ek K‡qK eQi Av‡MB e„nËg `vZv †`k wnmv‡e AwZµg K‡i †M‡Q Pxb| Pxbmn Gwkqvi
A_©‰bwZK DÌvb m¤ú‡K© A‡óªwjqvi mv‡eK cÖavbgš¿x †Kwfb ivf Gi fvl¨ n‡”Q A_©‰bwZK fv‡e Gwkqv †h w`‡K hv‡e fwel¨‡Z
ỳwbqv †mw`‡K hv‡e| A‡b‡K g‡b K‡i AvšÍRv©wZK Avw_©K cÖwZôvb¸‡jv‡Z h_vh_ f~wgKv cvj‡bi my‡hv‡Mi Afv‡ei Kvi‡YB

we‡k¦i wØZxq e„nËg A_©bxwZi †`k Pxb wbR¯^ c‡_ AMÖm‡ii cš’v Aej¤^b K‡i| gvwK©b †dWv‡ij wiRv‡f©i mv‡eK †Pqvig¨vb
Ben Bermark-Gi AwfgZ Beijing was pushed into launching the Aisan Infrustructure Investment Bank (AIIB) by

US lawmakers’ refusal to give China greater clout in existing multilateral institution.

hy³iv‡óªi aviYv wQj Zvi cÖej AIIB we‡ivax ZrciZvi mv‡_ A‡bK †`kB mvwgj n‡e| hv cwiewZ©Z ˆewk¦K A_©‰bwZK cwiw¯’wZi
mwVK AbyaveY wQj bv| D`xqgvb A_©bxwZi †`k¸‡jvi AwaKZi f~wgKv cvj‡b IMF-Gi 2010 mv‡ji ms®‹vi cÖ¯Íve gvwK©b
Ks‡MÖm cÖZ¨vL¨vb Kivq wgÎ‡`i Kv‡Q hy³iv‡óªi MÖnY‡hvM¨Zv cÖkœwe× nq| ˆewk¦K evwYwR¨K, Avw_©K I wewb‡qvM †ÿ‡Î N‡U
hvIqv wekvj cwieZ©bB hy³iv‡óªi Nwbó wgÎ‡`i AIIB we‡ivax ZrciZvi mv‡_ kixK nIqvi cwie‡Z© Px‡bi A_©‰bwZK wgÎ
nIqvi c_‡K cÖk¯Í ev DrmvwnZ K‡i| Px‡bi µgea©gvb Af¨šÍixY evRvi I wewb‡qvM Kivi gZ wekvj cwigvY bM` A_©
hy³iv‡óªi mivmwi Av‡e`b‡K D‡cÿv Kivi gZ cwiw¯’wZi m„wó K‡i| gvwK©b †UªRvix †m‡µUvixi e³e¨ G cÖm‡½ cÖwbavb‡hvM¨
America’s “International credibility and influence” is under threat as China sets up rival to the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank and draws the support of long time US allies.

†KejgvÎ Gwkqvi AeKvVv‡gv Dbœq‡bi mywbw`ó jÿ¨ wb‡q AIIB cÖwZwôZ n‡q‡Q| Gkxq AeKvVv‡gv wewb‡qvM e¨vsK (AIIB)
cÖv_wgK cyuwRi cwigvY 100 wewjqb Wjv‡ii mgcwigvY A_©| Avi jÿ¨Yxq welq n‡”Q cÖv_wgK cyuwRi mËi kZvsk Gwkqv
n‡ZB msMÖ‡ni weavb e¨vs‡Ki bxwZgvjv Abyhvqx eva¨ZvgyjK| g~jZ: Pxb-fviZmn Gwkqvi Dbœqbkxj †`k¸‡jvi AskMÖn‡YB
AIIB MwVZ n‡q‡Q| ˆewk¦K A_©‰bwZK gvbwP‡Î AIIB cwðgv DbœZ we‡k¦i cÖvavb¨ ewnf©~Z cÖ_g AvšÍR©vwZK GKwU Avw_©K cÖwZôvb|
AeKvVv‡gv (moK I †ijc_, mgy ª̀ I wegvb e›`i) †ÿ‡Î e¨vcK wewb‡qvM Gwkqvi A_©bxwZ¸wji cvi¯úwiK (AvÂwjK) eÜb‡K
Nwbó I †eMevb Kivi gva¨‡g wek¦ A_©bxwZi PvwjKv kw³i f~wgKv  cvjbKvix Gwkqvi Ae¯’vb‡K AviI my „̀p I kw³kvjx Ki‡e
e‡j we‡klÁ‡`i AwfgZ|  

†jLK cwiwPwZ: kixd †gvnv¤§` Lvb, ivRbxwZK|
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evsjv‡`k-Pxb ms‡hvM- AZx‡Zi Qvqvq D™¢vwmZ eZ©gv‡bi c~e©vkv
Bgivby¾vgvb †PŠayix

evsjv Awfav‡b m¤úK© I ms‡hvM ỳwU Avjv`v e¨vÄbvi AwaKvix| †`¨vZbvMZ A‡_© ms‡hvM m¤ú‡K©i
†P‡qI wbweo n‡q _v‡K| evsjv‡`k I Px‡bi g‡a¨ m¤úK© bq, eis c«vK…wZK GK ms‡hvM Av‡Q e‡jB
Avgvi wek¦vm| GB ms‡hv‡Mi we¯Í…wZ m¤ú‡K© wjL‡Z hvIqv GKUy ỳiƒn| KviY Avcwb G‡Kev‡i †g‡Vv
PwjZ fvlvi Dcv`vb †_‡K ïiæ K‡i c«wZi¶v fvebv ch©šÍ me©Î dj&¸avivi g‡Zv engvb m¤ú‡K©i GB
Aven AvuP Ki‡Z cvi‡eb| AvengvbKvj †_‡KB G‡`‡ki gvbyl MZvbyMwZKZnxb, Awfbe †Kvb
welqe¯‘i bv‡gi Av‡M Px‡bi bvg Ry‡o w`‡q‡Q| hw`I nq‡Zv †mB wbw ©̀ó wel‡qi mv‡_ Px‡bi Av`‡Z
†Kvb m¤úK©B †bB| D`vniY¯^iƒc, Pxbv nvum, Pxbv gyiMxi K_v ej‡Z cvwi| G¸‡jv †gv‡UB Pxbv
c«RvwZi cvwL bq| Avgv‡`i †`‡k hv Pxbv nvum bv‡g gkûi, †mwUi bvg gv‡¯‹vwf (Muscovy) nvum|
G‡`i DrcwË jvwZb Av‡gwiKvq| Pxbv gyiMx bv‡g cwiwPZ wMwb dvIj ev wZwZ‡ii DrcwË mvemvnviv

Avwd«Kvq| GB †h AvengvbKvj a‡i GB cvwL¸‡jv‡K G‡`‡k ÔPxbvÕ bv‡g WvKv n‡”Q, Gi g‡a¨I evsjv‡`‡ki gvby‡li mv‡_ Px‡bi
ms‡hvM I …̀wófw½i GKwU gb¯ÍvwË¡K wb`k©b cvIqv hvq| eQi ỳ‡qK Av‡M †Kvb GK we‡`kx mvgwqKx GK Rix‡ci Øviv c«Kvk
K‡iwQ‡jv, Px‡bi c«wZ‡ekx‡`i g‡a¨ evsjv‡`kxivB †`kwUi c«wZ me‡P‡q †ewk Av¯’v †cvlY K‡i|

evsjv-Pxb ‰gÎxi AZx‡Zi K_v
Pxb I evsjv‡`‡ki ga¨Kvi wØcvw¶K m¤ú‡K©i ¯^iƒc I m¤¢vebvi bvbv w`K we‡køl‡Y BwZnv‡mi Øvi¯’ nIqv Qvov Dcvq †bB| KviY
BwZnvmB Avgv‡`i `x¶v w`‡”Q †h, Pxb I evsjv‡`‡ki ga¨Kvi ‰gÎx GKwU c«vPxb I ¯^vfvweK c«wµqvi Ask| eZ©gvb c…w_ex‡Z Lye
KgB Ggb †`k †g‡j hv‡`i ga¨Kvi K~U‰bwZK m¤ú‡K©i Ro LyuR‡Z †M‡j ga¨hy‡Mi BwZnv‡mi cvZv Dëv‡Z nq| Z‡e Zv g~jZ
K~U‰bwZK ms‡hv‡Mi BwZnvm| Px‡bi mv‡_ evsjvi †hvMv‡hvM Avm‡j K‡e ïiæ n‡qwQ‡jv, Zv GLbI Rvbv hvqwb| Z‡e wjwLZ
BwZnv‡mi c«vq ïiæ †_‡KB ỳB †`‡ki †hvMv‡hv‡Mi c«gvY †g‡j| GB †hvMv‡hvM Ava¨vwZ¥K I RvMwZK, Dfq †¶‡ÎB c«mvwiZ
n‡qwQ‡jv| evsjvi AZxk `xc¼i k«xÁv‡bi wZeŸ‡Z †eŠ× ag© c«Pv‡i Mg‡bi K_v Kv‡iv Awew`Z bq|

Px‡bi mv‡_ evsjv‡`‡ki evwYwR¨K †hv‡Mi BwZnvm AviI c«vPxb| GKevi Avwg c‡owQjvg, e«þcyÎ I wZ¯Ív b`x bvwK c…w_exi Ab¨Zg
c«vPxb †bŠc_| GB †bŠc_ e¨eüZ n‡Zv DË‡i Px‡bi mv‡_ evwYwR¨K Kvh©µg cwiPvjbvi ¯^v‡_©| evsjv‡`‡ki c«vPxb wPwKrmvkv‡¯¿
Px‡bi ms‡hvM m¤¢eZ GgbB c«vPxb †Kvb GK Kv‡j c«wZwôZ n‡qwQ‡jv| Avi Gfv‡eB G‡`‡k BDbvwb wPwKrmv kv‡¯¿i c«mvi N‡U|

evsjvi mv‡_ Px‡bi ivó«xq ch©v‡q K~U‰bwZK m¤úK© ̄ ’vc‡bi c«_g ̀ wjj †g‡j 1418 mv‡ji w`‡K| 250 eQie¨vcx ̄ ’vqx evsjv mvjZvbv‡Zi
†MŠie wkLv ZLb †c«v¾¡j| evsjvi ZrKvjxb myjZvb Rvjvj DÏxb gynv¤§` kvn ZLb ¶gZvq| wZwbB mgmvgwqK Pxbv mg«vU BDs †jvi
mv‡_ ~̀Z wewbg‡qi avivevwnKZv ïiæ K‡ib| Gici †ek K‡qK Rb myjZvb Px‡bi mv‡_ ~̀Z I Dcnvi wewbg‡qi avivevwnKZv Rvix
iv‡Lb| GgbwK evsjvi myjZvb mvBd DÏxb nvghv kv‡ni Dcnv‡ii Øviv Pxbviv c«_g wRivd `k©b K‡i e‡j Rvbv hvq!

evsjv‡`k I Px‡bi ga¨Kvi mgmvgwqK m¤ú‡K© †KŠkjMZ I wbivcËvMZ Askx`vwii K_v †evaKwi me‡P‡q †ewk †kvbv hvq|
we¯§qKi n‡jI mwZ¨ †h evsjvi mv‡_ Px‡bi G‡nb we‡kl m¤ú‡Ki« bwRiI wKš‘ ga¨hy‡M AvR †_‡K c«vq 596 eQi Av‡M cvIqv
hvq| 1420 mv‡ji w`‡K DËi fvi‡Zi †RŠbcy‡ii myjZvb Beivnxg kK©x evsjv AvµgY K‡ib| wKš‘ †kl‡gk wZwb wb‡R‡K mseiY
K‡ib| mgmvgwqK ‰PwbK weeiY †gvZv‡eK, Beivnxg kK©xi †_‡g hvIqvi †cQ‡b wQj Px‡bi mg«vU BDs †jvi ûuwkqvwi| wZwb †nv
wk‡qb bv‡g GK ỳZ‡K Beivnxg kK©xi wbKU GB evZ©v w`‡q cvVvb †h, wb‡Ri m¤ú` i¶v‡_© †RŠbcy‡ii myjZvb †hb c«wZ‡ekx iv‡ó«
AvµgY bv K‡ib|

hviv Avgvi GB †jLvwU co‡Qb, Avkv Kwi Zvuiv eyS‡Z cvi‡Qb †h, evsjv I Px‡bi g‡a¨ K‡Zv wbweo m¤úK© G‡nb cwiw¯’wZi Rb¥
w`‡qwQ‡jv| ỳwU iv‡ó«i g‡a¨ m¤ú‡K©i G‡nb ch©vq‡KB Avm‡j ivó«weÁvb I AvšÍR©vwZK m¤úK© we`¨vi AvaywbK cwifvlvq †KŠkjMZ
wgÎZv bv‡g AwfwnZ Kiv nq| mwZ¨ ej‡Z evsjv‡`‡ki mv‡_ Px‡bi K~U‰bwZK m¤úK© gvÎ Pvi `k‡Ki bq, eis Kgc‡¶ Qq kZvãxi
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c«vPxb| Avi GRb¨B Pxb-evsjv‡`k m¤ú‡K©i bvbv w`K m¤ú‡K© we‡kølY Ki‡Z n‡j Avcbv‡K ỳB †`‡ki myc«vPxb m¤ú‡K©i K_v
Rvb‡ZB n‡e| evwYR¨ m¤úK© †Rvi`vi Ki‡Z †M‡j Avgv‡`i †c«iYv n‡Z cv‡ib ga¨hy‡Mi c«L¨vZ Pxbv †bŠ mgibvqK I AwfhvÎx
†Ss †ni K_v, whwb 1417 †_‡K 1433 mvj ch©šÍ wZbwU evwYwR¨K AwfhvÎvq G‡mwQ‡jb evsjvq|

evsjv-Pxb ‰gÎxi eZ©gvb I c«vmw½K K_v
AZxZ BwZnv‡mi  cÎcjø‡e weKwkZ n‡q Pxb I evsjv‡`‡ki m¤úK© GLb GKwU †mvbvjx m¤¢vebvi mgq AwZµg Ki‡Q e‡jB Avgvi
wek¦vm| GKwU e…nËg A_©bxwZ Kvh©Ki wek¦kw³ wn‡m‡e Pxb †hgb ZiZi K‡i GwM‡q hv‡”Q, †Zgwb GKwU D`xqgvb A_©bxwZ wn‡m‡e
weKvkgvb evsjv‡`‡ki mv‡_ Px‡bi mn‡hvwMZv I Askx`vwi‡Z¡i †¶Î w`bw`b weKwkZ n‡”Q| ejv P‡j c«wZ GK `k‡K Px‡bi mv‡_
evsjv‡`‡ki mn‡hvwMZv I Askx`vwii †¶Î †e‡oB P‡j‡Q| eZ©gvb mgq‡K ejv n‡”Q e y B‡Kvbwgi hyM| c«wYavb‡hvM¨ welq n‡”Q,
G‡`‡k e y B‡Kvbwg bv‡gi welqwU Rbwc«q nevi ïiæ †_‡KB evsjv‡`k I Px‡bi Askx`vwii GK bZyb m¤¢vebv RvM«Z nq| mv¤cÖwZK
eQi¸‡jv‡Z fviZ I wgqvbgv‡ii mv‡_ AvšÍR©vwZK kvwj‡mi gva¨‡g evsjv‡`‡ki mgỳ «mxgv wb®úwË n‡q‡Q| GLb e‡½vcmvM‡ii wekvj
As‡k evsjv‡`‡ki mve©‡fŠgZ¡ wb®‹ÈK nevi ci AÎ AÂj †_‡K m¤ú` Avni‡Y evsjv‡`‡ki wbf©i‡hvM¨ mn‡hvMx n‡Z cv‡i Pxb|

RyjvB gv‡mi ïiæ‡Z †b`vij¨vÛ‡mi `¨ †n‡Mi AvšÍR©vwZK Av`vj‡Z wb®úwË nIqv `w¶Y Pxb mvM‡i Pxb I wdwjcvB‡bi ga¨Kvi
mgy «̀mxgv wba©viY welqK kvwjwm gvgjvq †h ivq G‡m‡Q, Zv‡Z …̀k¨Z Pxb AmyweavRbK Ae¯’v‡b G‡m †M‡Q| wKš‘ Avwg G‡K
Ô …̀k¨ZBÕ ej‡ev| KviY cy‡iv welqwU‡K BwZevPKfv‡e we‡kølY Ki‡j †`Lv hv‡e, G‡Z Px‡bi Rb¨ jv‡fi Abyl½I Kg bq| Avgvi
g‡Z, G‡Z K‡i Pxb `w¶Y mvMi †_‡K Zvi hveZxq c«‡Póv fviZ gnvmvMi †_‡K ïiæ K‡i c«kvšÍ gnvmvMi, GgbwK f~ga¨mvMixq
AÂ‡ji mgy «̀ evwY‡R¨ bZyb D`¨‡g wb‡R‡K wb‡qvwRZ Kivi  my‡hvM cv‡e| Avi Px‡bi Rb¨ hw` ewa©Z cwim‡i ‰ewk¦K mgy «̀ evwY‡R¨
kw³kvjx Ae¯’vb M«nYB me‡P‡q ¸iæZ¡c~Y© n‡q _v‡K, Z‡e `w¶Y Pxb mvM‡i wdwjcvB‡bi mv‡_ mgy «̀mxgvi wb®úwË Pxb‡K AwaKZi
Svov nvZ-cv n‡q FRy n‡Z mvnvh¨ Ki‡e| ZvQvov Gi †KŠkjMZ ¸iæZ¡I Av‡Q| A‡b‡KB g‡b Ki‡Qb, `w¶Y Pxb mvMi †h‡nZy
Px‡bi †`Dwoi g‡Zv, †m‡nZy GLv‡b Px‡bi †h‡Kv‡bv nvi Px‡bi Ae¯’vb‡K ỳe©j Ki‡Z cv‡i| wKš‘ Avm‡jB wK cy‡iv welqwU‡K
G‡nb mijxKi‡Y Ave× Kivi my‡hvM Av‡Q? Dëv GgbI n‡Z cv‡i, GB ivq Avm‡j `w¶Y Pxb mvMi AÂ‡j D‡ËRbv c«kg‡b
BwZevPK f~wgKv †cvlY Ki‡e, Ges Gi Øviv AÎ AÂ‡j Px‡bi †QvU wKš‘ ¸iæZ¡c~Y© c«wZ‡ekxmg~n‡K (we‡klZ B‡›`v-Pxb DcØx‡ci
†`kmg~n) Px‡bi c«wZØ›Øx gvwK©b A‡¶ wfo‡Z †VKv‡bv m¤¢e n‡Z cv‡i| d‡j Pxb …̀k¨Z wb‡Ri †`Dox‡Z kvwšÍc~Y© cwi‡ek m…wói
gva¨‡g evB‡i wb‡Ri Ae¯’vb msnZ Ki‡Z AwaKZi wbweofv‡e RwoZ n‡Z my‡hvM †c‡Z cv‡i|

evsjv‡`k Pxb ‰gÎx I GKwU e¨w³MZ ¯^cœ
wewfbœ …̀wó‡KvY †_‡K evsjv‡`k-Pxb wbweo wØcvw¶K ms‡hv‡Mi mv‡_ m¤úK©hy³ GB e¨w³MZ ¯^cœ‡K D”Pvwfjvlx ejv P‡j| Z‡e GI
mwZ¨ †h, GUv‡K GKUv ev¯Íevqb‡hvM¨ ¯^cœ ejv hvq, hv Ki‡Z cv‡i ỳwU †`k GK‡RvU n‡q| 

evsjv‡`‡ki K·evRvi †Rjvi †mvbvw`qv Øx‡c GKwU Mfxi mgy «̀e›`i wbg©v‡Yi c«¯Ívebv A‡bK w`b †_‡K| Pxb AZ¨šÍ mwµqfv‡e
GB c«¯Ív‡ei mv‡_ wb‡R‡`i GKvZ¥Zv †NvlYv K‡i‡Q| Avwg cy‡iv welqwU‡K AviI e…nËi cwim‡i †`L‡Z PvB| Avi GUvB Avgvi
¯^‡cœi c«wZcv`¨| Z‡e Gi eY©bv Ki‡Z n‡j Avgv‡K †di †h‡Z n‡e BwZnv‡m- evsjvi ¯^Y©hy‡Mi BwZnv‡m| ¯^cœwU Avm‡j ev½vjv
bv‡gi GKwU mg…×kvjx bM‡ii cybiæ¾xe‡bi| †mB kn‡ii bvg ev½vjv- BD‡ivcxq‡`i Rev‡b ‘City of Bengala’| Wt Ave ỳj
Kwi‡gi Ôevsjvi BwZnvm- myjZvbx AvgjÕ M«š’ cv‡V Rvbv hvq, BZvjxq ewYK fvi‡_gv, 1503-1508 mv‡ji g‡a¨ evsjv‡`‡k AvMgb
K‡ib| cZ©yMxR cwie«vRK Wyqv‡U© evi‡evmv 1518 mv‡j G‡`‡k Av‡mb| Giv Df‡qB ev½vjv bv‡g GKwU e…nr e›`ibM‡ii eY©bv
K‡ib hv wQj GKwU mg…×kvjx AvšÍR©vwZK evwYR¨‡K› «̀| GB bMi mywZ, wmé, I bvbv ai‡Yi wejvm «̀‡e¨i Rb¨ weL¨vZ wQj| c«vq
Pwjøk nvRvi gvbyl Aa¨ywlZ ev½vjv kni Aew¯’Z wQj PÆM«vg DcK~‡j| cZ©yMxR †jLK †Zv‡g wc‡iRI ev½vjv kn‡ii D‡jøL
K‡iwQ‡jb, G‡`i eY©bv g‡Z ev½vjv kni wQj GKwU Lvuwoi †fZ‡i| Gi †cvZvk«q wQj LyeB Mfxi| fvi‡_gv, evi‡evmv I wc‡i‡Ri
eY©bv Abyhvqx GUv ¯úóB c«Zxqgvb nq †h, lô`k kZ‡Ki c«_g w`‡KI mg…×kvjx ev½vjv bM‡ii Aw¯ÍZ¡ wQj|

wKš‘ 1563 mv‡j wmRvi †d«WvwiK, Ges 1585-86 mv‡j ivjd wdP evsjvq G‡m ev½vjv kn‡ii Aw¯ÍZ¡ Lyu‡R cvbwb| Av‡Rv ev½vjv
kni HwZnvwmK‡`i Kv‡Q GKwU m`v AMg¨ avuavi g‡Zv| A‡b‡K nvj †Q‡o ev½vjv kni‡K PÆM«v‡gi mv‡_ Awfbœ e‡j g‡b K‡i‡Qb|
wKš‘ GUv wbwðZfv‡e ejv hvq bv, KviY PÆM«vg Av‡M †_‡KB ¯^bv‡g weL¨vZ wQj| hv‡nvK, GK kZ‡Ki e¨eav‡b GKwU mg…× bM‡ii
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nvwi‡q hvIqv we¯§qKi ‰ewK| Z‡e aviYv Kiv hvq
†h, †Kvb eo R‡jv”Q¡vm ev mgy‡ «̀i fv½‡b GB kni
wejxb n‡q hvq|

Avwg ¯^cœ †`wL, ev½vjv kni Avevi cybiæ¾xweZ
n‡e| wm‡éi idZvwb‡Z wejyß ev½vjv kn‡ii hk
c«gvY K‡i GB kn‡ii mg…w×‡Z Pxbv ewYK‡`i
Askx`vwi wQj| GLb †mvbvw`qvq Mfxi mgy «̀e›`i
wbg©v‡Yi K_v D‡V‡Q| GB cwiKíbv‡K AviI ewa©Z
K‡i ev½vjv bv‡g GKwU kni M‡o †Zvjv hvq, hvi
Ae¯’vb n‡e g‡nkLvjx, †mvbvw`qv, KyZyew`qv I
ZrmsjMœ g~j f~LÛ, Z_v K·evRv‡ii P‡Kvwiqv
Dc‡Rjv mgev‡q| Avi ¯^‡cœi GB e›`i ¯’vc‡b Pxb
Qvov Avi †Kvb †gv¶g Askx`vi Avwg †`wLbv| myôy
bMi cwiKíbv I …̀wób›`b †mZy Øviv ci¯úi mshy³
PviwU f~LÛ mgev‡q MwVZ cÖ¯ÍvweZ ev½vjv kni
bvbvwea Dc‡hvwMZvi AwaKvix n‡Z cv‡i, hvi Øviv
evsjv‡`‡ki g‡ZvB Pxb wecyjfv‡e jvfevb n‡Z
cv‡i| c«¯ÍveZ Gkxq gnvmoK I †ij †bUIqv‡Ki«
jv‡Mvqv eûgyLx †mZy Øviv ci¯úi mshy³ GB
AvšÍR©vwZK bMi gvjv°v c«Yvjxi evB‡iB Px‡bi
GKwU eo A_©‰bwZK wePiY †¶Î n‡q M‡o DV‡Z
cv‡i, A_©‰bwZK m¤¢vebv QvovI f~ivRbxwZi wbwi‡L hvi Av‡Q AwgZ m¤¢vebv| m¤cÖwZ Avie mvM‡ii Zx‡i cvwK¯Ív‡bi †Mvqv`‡i
Pxb †h D‡Ï‡k¨ e›`i ¯’vcb Ki‡Z hv‡”Q, c«¯ÍvweZ ev½vjv kni †Zgwb Dc‡hvwMZv aviY K‡i| G‡Z mgy «̀ evwY‡R¨ Px‡bi kw³gËv
AviI …̀p wfwËi Dci c«wZwôZ nevi my‡hvM †c‡q hv‡e|

‡k‡li K_v
evsjv‡`‡k Pxbv wewb‡qvM, A_©‰bwZK I wbivcËvMZ Askx`vwi †h A_©‰bwZK PjK‡K c«fvweZ K‡i, Zv‡Z Dfq †`‡ki ivR‰bwZK
¯^v_©I Av‡Q| Bs‡iwR‡Z hv‡K cwjwUKvj B‡Kvbwg ejv hvq| evsjv‡`k I Px‡bi wØcvw¶K A_©‰bwZK Askx`vwii weivU AskRy‡o
Av‡Q ivR‰bwZK ¯^v_©mswkøó A_©bxwZ| ZvQvov evsjv‡`‡ki A_©bxwZ I ivRbxwZ Lye Avjv`v †Kvb welq bq| Avi GRb¨B weMZ
kZ‡Ki Pwjø‡ki `k‡K e‡iY¨ ev½vjx ivRbxwZwe` G †K dRjyj nK h_v_© e‡jwQ‡jb, ‘Politics of Bengal is in reality the

economics of Bengal‘.

a«yc`x ivó«weÁv‡b iv‡ó«i bxwZwba©vi‡Y ivR‰bwZK †Mvôxi mv‡_ me‡P‡q ¸iæZ¡c~Y© f~wgKv cvjb K‡i †`‡ki RbM‡Yi Av‡jvwKZ Ask,
Z_v eyw×Rxex mgvR| nv‡j bxwZwba©vi‡Y AvgjvZ‡š¿i AvwacZ¨ _vK‡jI Av‡Rv ivó«‡K Av‡jvi mÜvb †`b c«_gZ, ivRbxwZwe`iv,
Ges wØZxqZ, eyw×Rxex mgvR| evsjv‡`‡ki GB Dfq †Mvôx h‡Zv ª̀æZZvi mv‡_ GKwU AvU‡cŠ‡i wØcvw¶K m¤ú‡Ki« E‡aŸ© D‡V Pxb
I evsjv‡`‡ki ga¨Kvi ms‡hv‡Mi mjyK mÜv‡b e¨vc…Z n‡eb, Z‡Zv ª̀æZ Avgv‡`i Rb¨ g½j wbwðZ n‡e|
Avgvi K_v †kl Ki‡Z PvB e‡iY¨ ivRbxwZwe`, mvwnwZ¨K I eyw×Rxex Aveyj gbmyi Avng‡`i K_v D‡jøL Kivi gva¨‡g| wZwb Zvui
†jLv KvjRqx ivR‰bwZK AvZ¥Rxebx ÔAvgvi †`Lv ivRbxwZi cÂvk eQiÕ eBwU †kl Kivi mgq wj‡LwQ‡jb bec«wZwôZ evsjv‡`‡ki
ciivó«bxwZi m¤¢ve¨ iƒc‡iLv m¤ú‡K©, hv‡Z Acwinvh©fv‡e P‡j G‡mwQ‡jv Px‡bi c«m½| Dcgnv‡`‡ki mv‡_, evsjv‡`‡ki mv‡_ Px‡bi
‰gÎx ¯’vc‡bi Acwinvh©Zv I Amxg m¤¢vebv c«m‡½| ZLbI cvuP `kK ci Pxb I evsjv‡`k AvbyôvwbK K~U‰bwZK m¤úK© cybt¯’vcb
K‡iwb| Aveyj gbmyi Avng` eBwU †kl K‡iwQ‡jb †h Avkvev` e¨³ K‡i, AvwgI ZvuiB fvlvi AbyKi‡Y Awfbœ Avkvev` e¨³ K‡i
GB †jLv mgvß KiwQ- evsjv‡`k I Px‡bi †bZ…Z¡ GB wecyj m¤¢vebv‡K mdj K‡i Zyjyb| 

Bgivby¾vgvb †PŠayix, AbjvBb †jLK, mnwRqv ivó«wPšÍK|
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Gwkqvi gvbwP‡Î Pxb KZ…K wbg©xqgvY cvwK Í̄v‡bi †Mvqv`i e›`i I mgy «̀evwYR¨
Ges f~ivR‰bwZK †KŠk‡ji w`K †_‡K AZ¨šÍ ¸iæZ¡c~Y© gvjv°v c«Yvjxi mv‡_

GLv‡b c« Í̄vweZ ev½vjv kn‡ii Ae ’̄vb| gvbwPÎ `k©‡b c«Zxqgvb nq, †fŠMwjK
Kvi‡Y c« Í̄vweZ ev½vjv bMi  GKvwaK ¸iæZ¡c~Y© Dc‡hvwMZvi AwaKvix|






